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TRISTRAM SHANDY, Gent. 



BOOK 111.— conllnitecL 



ALL is quid aad hush, cried my father, at least 
j'\ above stairs — I bear nol one foot stirring. — 
Prithee, Trim, who's io the kitchen ? There 
ia DO one soul in the kitcheo, answered Trim, making 
a low bow as he apoke, except Dr Shp.—Caa\\iaioa 1 
cried ray father (getting up upon his legs a second 
time) — not one single thing was gone right this day! 
had I feith in astrology, broiherf (which, by the bye, 
my fether had) I would have sworn some retrograde 
planet was hanging over this unfortunate bouse of mine, 
and turning every individual thing in it out of its place. 

Why, I ithought Dr Siop had been above ataire 

with my wife, and ao said you. ^What can the 

fellow be puzzling about in the kitchen ) — He ia busy. 
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an' please your honour, replied Trim, In makiog a 

bridge. Tis vti-y obliging in him, quoth my uncle 

Tody: pray, give my humble service to Dr S!o^, 

Trim, and tell him I thank him heartily. 

Yuu mu&t knoW) my unck Tohy mistook the bridge 

• — iLB widely &s ray iatliei' miGtODk ihe inDrtars ; 

but to understsnd how my uacle-^s^^ji could mistake 
the bridge — I fear I must giye ynu'sn exact account 
of the I'oad wliieh led to itj;— k)i'lo drop my metaphor 
{for there is nothing _m6i'.e'4'''honeat in aa hiaCorian 
than the use of oneJ,-T^ — -=i_n -order to conceive the pro- 
bability of this erppF m my uncle Tsiy aiight, I must 
give yoa Bom's aceflijiht of an adventure of Trim'j, 
though much ag'cun'st my will» I say much against my 
will, only. because the Btory, in one acnse, is certainly 
oat ■ot'iis place here ; for by right it should come in, 
eirht,!' njflongst the anecdotes of my uncle Toby's amours 
i*rti' widow JVadmnni tn which corporal Trim was no 
'. mean actor — or else in the middle of hia and my uncle 
Taiy'i campaigns on the bowline;- green — for it will do 
very well in either place; — but then if I reserve it for 

cither of those parts of my story 1 ruin the story 

I'm upon ; and if I tell it here — I anticipate 

matters, and ruin it there. 

— What would your worships have me to do in 
this case ? 

— Tell it, Mf SHiatiJy, by all means. — You ate a 
fool, Trittram, if you do. 

O ye powers! (for powera ye are, and great ooca 
too) — which enable mortal man to tell a story worth 
the hearing — ■ that kindly sfeew him, where he 13 

to begin it — and where he is to end it ^what he 

is to put into it — • — and what he ia to leave out — how 
much of it he is to cast into a shade — and whereabouts 
he i« to throw bis light !■ — Ye, who preside pver this 
vast ecnpire of biogmphical freebooters, and ace how 
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many scrapea aoil jjlumgeft your eubjects hourly fall 

into ; will you do odc thing ? 

I beg and bcsecdh you (m Case you will do nolhing 
better for usj that wherever ia any part of your 
dominions it so (alia out, that three aeTeral roada meet 

in one point, as they have done just hcre= that at 

least you set up a guid^-post in the centre cf thvm, in 
mere charity, to direct aq uncertain dcTil which of the 
three he is Id take- 



THO' the ahoclt my uucie Talij received the year 
aft«r the dfraolidon of Duntiri, in his aiTair 
with widow IVailiian^ had fixed him ia a re- 
aolutiou never more to think of the sex^or of a.uj;ht 
which belonged :o it i — yet corporal Trim had made 
no auch bargain witli himself. Indeed in my uncle 
Ttfi/y's case there was a Btrange and un^ccouotable 
concarrmce of circumstances, which ii^sctisibEy drew 
htm in, to lay siege to that fair and strong citadel. 

In Trim's case there was a concurrence of nothing 

in the world, but of him and Bridget in the kitchen ; 
— though in truth, the love and veneration he bore hia 
master was Euch, and &o fond v/aa he of imitating him in 
all he did^ that had my uncle Toij employed hia time 

and genius in tagging of points 1 am persuaded ihe 

honest corporal would have laid down hia arms, and 
followed hia example with pleasure. When therefore 
my uncle Taiy aat down before the mistress — corj>Qral 
Trim incontinently took ground before the maid. 

Now, my dear friend Gnrrick, whom I have so 
much cause to esteem and honour — (why, or where- 
fore, 'tis no matter) — can it escape your pcnetratiion — 
T defy it — -that so many play-wnghts, and opificers of 
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chit-chat have ever since been workiog upon Trim't 

and my uncle Toby's pattern. 1 care not what 

Ariitatlt, or Pacuvtus^ or Botsu, or Riialani eay — 
(chough I never read one of theraj — - — there ia cot 
a greater difference between a single-horBe chair and 
madam Pompadour' s •vlf-a-'uii ; than betwixt a single 
amour^ and an amour thus nobly doubledt and going 
upon all four, prancing throughout a grand drama — — 
Sir, a simple, single, silly affair of that kind — is quite 
lost in five actsj- — but that is neither here oor there. 

After a aeries of attacka and repulses in a course of 
niae months on my uncle Tolfs quarter, a maSt minute 
iccoudt of every particular of which shall be given jn 
Ua pmper place, my uncle Tohy, honest man ] fnurd it 
necessiiry to draw off hia forces and raise the siege^j 
somewhat indignantly. ^H 

Cprporal Trim, as I said, had made no such bargain ' 

either with himself or with any one else the 

fidehty however of his heart not suffering him to go into a 

house which his master had forsaken with disgust he 

contented himself with turning hia part of the siege into 
a blO'Ckade; — that is, he kept others oiF; — for though 
he never after went to the house, yet he never met 
Brldgti in the village, but he would either nod or wink, 
or smiJe, or look kiudJy at her — or (as circumstances 
directed) he would shake her by the hand — or ask her 
Jovi^ogly how she did — or would give her a ribbon — 
and nQw-flnd-then, though never but when it could be 
done with decorum, would give £rii/grr a — 

Precisely in this situation,, did these things st^nd for 
iive years; that Is, from the demoIitioQ of Dunkirk 
in the year 13, to the latter end of my uncle Toby't 
campaign in the year 18, which was about sis or seven 

weeks before the time I'm epeaking of. When 

Trim, as hia custom was, after he had put my uncle 
Toh^ tu bed, going down one moonshiny night 10 aee 
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that crery thing was right at his fortificadona jn the 

Jane sei>arated from the bowling-green with flowering 
shrubs and holly — he espied his Bridget. 

As the corporal thought there waa nothing in the 
world eo well worth shewing as the glorious works 
which he and my untie Tohy had made, T'rim caur- 
leously and gallantly took her by the h:in'd, and led her 
in; this was not done so privately, but that the foiJ- 
mouth'd trumpet of Fame cajried it from ear to ear, 
till at length it reach'd my father\ with this untoward 
circumstance along with it, that my uncte Tory's curioua 
drawbridge, constructed and painted after the Dutch 
fashion, and which went quite across the ditch — was 
broke down, and somehow or other crushed all to 
pieces that very night. 

My father, as you ha;ve observed, had no great esteem 
for my uncle Tory's hobby-horse, he thought it the 
most ridiculous horse that ever gentleman mounted; 
and indeed untess my uncle Toby vexed him about it, 

could never think of it once, without smifiny ai it 

flo that i: could never get lame or happen any rmacbancc, 
but it tickled my father's imagination beyond measure ; 
but this being an accident much more to his humour 
than any one which had yet befall'n it, it proved an 

inexhaustible fund of entertainment lo him. ^Well 

-but dear Tohy! ray father would say, do telt me 



ifiriously how this aJSiir of the bridge hnppened.- 
How can you teaze me so much about it ? my uncle 
Toby would reply — I have told it you twenty times, 
word for word as Trim told it me. — Prithee, how was 
it then, corporal? my father would cry, turning to 
Trim. — It was a mere misfortune, an' please your 

honour; 1 was shewing Mrs Briif^tt our fbrtifi- 

cacions, and in going too near the ed;ge of the fo^se, 

I unfortunately alipp'd in Very well, Trim/ my 

feUier would cry (smiling mysterioualy, and giving 
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raell, upon the oM prize-fighting 



of Flarule: 



then what will you do with your Jlalian bridge ? 

^We will go on with it then upon the old model, 
cried my uncle Taby. ^^ 

When corporal Trim had about half finished it in^H 

that style my itnclc Tofiy found out a capital defect 

■a it, which he had never thoroughly considered before. 
It turned, it aeeme, upon tiiiges at both ends of it, 
opening m the middle, one half of which turning to 
one aide of the fosse, and the other to the oth^r j lhe^| 
advantage of which was this, that by dividing the^l 
weight of the bridge into two equal portions, it im- 
powered my uncie Teby to raise it up or let it down 
with the end of his crutch, and with one hand, which, 
as hia garrison was weak, was as much as he could well 
Gpare — but the disadvantages of gucIi a construction 

were insurmouEtable; lor by this means, he would 

Bay, I leave ooe half of my bridge in my enemy's 
possessioa and pray of what use is the other I ^m 

Til? natural remedy for this was, no doubt, to have^| 
his bridge fast only at one end with hinges, ao that 
the whole might be lifted up together, and etand bolt 

upright but that was rejected for the reason 

given above. 

For a whole wei^k after he was determined in hia 
mind to have one of that particular construction which 
is made to draw back horizontally, to hinder a passage ; 
and to thrust forwards again to gain a passage— o£ 
which sorts your worship might have seen three famous 
ones at Sp'tret before its deatruction — and one now aC 
Britac, if I mistake not; — hut my father advising my 
uncle Tshy, with great earnestness, to have nothing 
more to do with thrusting bridges — and my ttncle 
foreseeing moreover that it wou!d but perpetuate the 
memory of the Corporal's misfortune-^he changed hia 
mind for that of the marquis ^fiopilal's invenlian. 
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■which the younger Semanillt has ao well and learnedly 

described, as your worships may see Ail. Ervd, 

Lipt.^n. 1695- — to these a lead weight is an eternal 
balance, and keeps watch aa well as a couple of cen- 
tiTiela, inasmuch as Oie construction of them was a curve 

line approximating to a cycloid if not a cycloid 

iiseJf. 

My uncle Tsliy understood the nature of a parabola 
•IS well as any man in England — but was not quite such 

a master of the cycloid \ -he talked however about 

it every day the bridge went not forwards. 

We'll ask flomebody about it, cried my uncle Toty to 
Trim, 



w 



HEN Trim came in and told my fadier, that 
Dr Slop was in the kitchen, and busy in 

making a bridge — my uncle Tsby the 

affair of the jack-boots having just then raised a train 

of military ideas in hie brain took it instantly for 

granted that Dr Shp was making a model of the 

marquis d'HopiloTs bridge. 'Tie very obliging in 

him, quoth my nncle T'oi^y s — pray give my humble 
service to Dr Shpt Trim, and tell him I thank him 
heartily. 

Had my uncle Toby'i head been a Savoyard's box, 
and ciy father p-ecping in all the time at one end of 

it it could not have given him a more distinct 

conception of the operations of my uncle Ts&y'j 
imagination, than what he had ; so, nocwithetanding 
the catapulta and battering-ram, and his bitter impreca- 
tion about them, he was just beginning to triumph- 

When Trim's answer, in an instant, tore the laurel 
from his brows, and twisted it to pieces. 
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HIS unfortupate draw-bridge oryows, ([uot 



my 
cried 



father — —God bless 



yDur 
bridge for 



honour, 
master' s 



Trim, 'tis a 

rose. In bringing him into die world with his vile 

instruments, he h-am crushed hie nose, Suiannah saye, as 
AiO, as a p;inciike to his face, and he is malting a false 
bridge with a piece of cotton and a thin piece 
whHiebone out oi Susannah' s stays, to raise it up. 

Lfflid me, brother Toby, cried my father, 

my room thlaiDstRDt. 




FROM the firat moment I Bat dowa to write my 
life for tii-e amusement of the' world, and my 
opiniong fgr itg i ns true t ion, has a cloud insensibly 
bc«n gathering over my father.—— A tide of little 
evila and diftresses haa been setting in against him.— 
Not one tiling, aa he ohserved himself, haa gone right ; 
and now is the storm t.liicken'd and going to break, 
and pour down full upon his head, 

I enter upon this part of my atory in the most 
pensive and melancholy frame of mind that ever 

sympathetic breast was touched with. My nerves 

relax, as I tell iL Every lice I write, I feel an 

abatement of the quickness of my pulse, and of chat 
careless alacrity with it, which every day of my life 
prompts me to say and write a thousand things I should 

not And this moment that I last dipp'd my pen. 

into my ink, I could not help taking notice what a 
cautious air of sad composure and solemnity there 
appcar'd in my manner of doing it. — - — ^LordL how 
different irom the rasEi jerks and hair-brain'd squi 
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thou an woac, Tr'ulmm, to trcnsact it with in othn 

humouTG — dropping thy pen spuriing thy ink «bout 

thy table and Uiy booka — as if thy pen And thy ink* 
thy books and fursiture cost thee nothing ! 



1 WON'T go about to argue the point with you 

2 — 'lis so and I am persuaded of it, 

madam, as much as can be, " That both man 
and woman bear pain or sorrow (and, tor aught I 
know, pleasure too) best in a horizontal position." 

The moment my father got up into his chamber, he 
threw himself prostrate across hia bed in the wildest 
disorder imagtnahlef hut at the Bame time in the most 
lamentable attitude of a man borne down with sorrows, 

that ever the eye of pity dropp'd a tear for.- The 

palm of his right hand, as he fell upon the bed, recdv- 
ing his forehead, and covering the greatest part of both 
his eyes, gently sunk down with hia head (hia elbow 
giving way backwards) till hii ooae touch'd the quilf, 
— — his left arm hung inGenslble over the side of the 
bed, his knuckJes reclining upon the handle of the 
chamber-pot, which peep'd out beyond the valance— 
his right leg (his left being drawn up towards his 
body) hung half over the aide of the bed, the edge of 
it press-ing upon his thin-bone — He felt it not. A 
dx'd, indexible sorrow took possession of every lioe 
of his face. — He sigh'd once— —heaved hja breajt 
often — ^but uttered not a word- 

An old sct-stitch'd chair, valanced and fringed 
around with pi rty- coloured worsted bobs, stood at the 
bed's head, opposite to the side where my father's head 
reclined.— My uncle Toby sat him down in it. 
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Before an affliction is digested — 'Can^cilatioT) ever ■ 
comeB too soon ; — and after it is digested^ — it comes too 
late: so that you see, madam, Uiere !9 tmt a mark 
between these two, as fine almO'Et as a hair, for a cortl" 
forCer to take aim at ; my tmcle Toby was always either^ 
on this side, or on that of it, and would often say, he 
believed in his heart he could aa Eoon hit the longitude ; 
for this reaEon, when he sat down in the chair, he drewj 
the curtain a little forwards, and having a tear at everyi 
one's service he pull'd out a cambrick handker- 
chief gave a low sigh— but held hia peace. 



Cljapter j;j;j;. 

*' yj LL u not gain that ii ^ol info the purse.'' 

-«3 — So that notwithstanding my father 

had the happiaess of reading the oddest 

books in the universe, and had moreover, in himtielf, 

the oddest way of thinking that ever man in it was 

blesE'd with, yet it had iliis drawback upon him after 

all that it laid him open to Eome of the oddest 

and most whimsical distresses j of which this parti- 
cular one, which he sunk under a: present, is as strong] 
an example aa can be given. 

No douht, the breaking down oF the bridge of aj 
child's nose, by tlie edge oi a pair of forceps — however 
scientifically applied — ^would vex any man in the world, 
who was at ho much pains in begetting a child, as my 
father was — yet it will not account for the extrava- 
gance of his afflicticn, nor will it justify the unchristian 
manner he abandoned and sunendered himself up to. 

To explain this, I must leave him upon the bed for 
half an hour — and my uncle Toby in his old fringed- 
chair aitting beside him. 
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THINK it a very unreasonable demand— 
I cried my great-grandfather, twisting up the 

paper, and throwiog it upon the table. • 

By this accouQt, madam, you have but two thoutand 
pounds fortune, and not a shilJiDg more — and you 
JDsist upoD having three hundred pouods a year 
jointure for it. 

— "Because," replied my great -grand mother, " you 
have litde or do nose. Sir." — 

Now before I venture to make use of the word 
Najf a second timt- — to avoid all confiisioa in, what 
will he said upon it, in this interesting part of my 
atory, it may not he amiss to expkin my own meaning, 
and define, with all possible exactness and precision, 
what I would willingly be nnderstaod to mean by the 
term : being of opinion, that 'tis owing to the negli- 
gence and perverseness of writers in deapiaing this 

precaution, and to nothing else that all the 

polemical writings in divinity are not as clear and 
demonstrative as those upon a Wil! o' the IVhp, or any 
other sound part of philosophy, and natural pursuit j in 
order to which, what have you to do^ before you set 
out, unless you intend to go puzzJing od to the day of 
judgment— — but to give the world a good definition, 
and stand to it, of the main word you have most 

occasion for -ehaoging it, Sir, as you would a 

guinea, into small coin ? — which done — -let the father 
of confusion puzzle you, if he caa ; or put a different 
idea, either Into your head, or your reader's besd, if he 
knows how. 

In books of strict morality and close reasoning, such 
as this I am engaged in- — the neglect is inexcusable; 
and Heaven ia witness, how the worW has cevenged 
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itself upoD me for leaving so maoT openings to equi- 
vocal Btrictures — and for dependiDg hq much as I have 
dQac, all along, upon the cleanliness gf my leadeiV 
imaeinatioDs. 

Here are two spnjes, cried Eugrnim, as we 

walkM along, poiniing with the fore finger of his right 
hand to the word Crevice, in the one hundred and 
seventy-eighth page of the (Ire: volmne of this book of 

books; hwe are two senses— quoth hi? — And 

here are two roads, replied I, turning short upon him 

a, diny and a clean one which shall we take I 

— The clean, by all means, replied Eugen'tui. Eugenitu^ 
said I, stepping before him, and laying my h»iid upon 

his breast to define — is to dlstruEi. Thus I 

triuiDph'd over Eugeniji! $ hut I ti'iumph'd over him 

as I always do, like a fool. 'TIb my comfort, 

however, 1 am not an obBtinacc one: therefore 

I define a nose as follows — ^intreadng only before- 
hand, and beseeching my readers, hoch male and female, 
of what age, complexion, and condition aoe?er, for the 
love of God and their own eoqIs, to guard against the 
temptations and suggesciona of the devil, and sufler him 
by no art or wile to put any other ideas into their 
minds, than what I put into my definition — For by 
the word Nose, throughout all this long chapter of 
nasca, and in every other part of my work, where the 
word Nose occurs^I declare, by that word I mean a 
DDse, nnd nothing more, or le^s. 
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Cbaptrr j:wtt. 

BECAUSE," quoth my grcat-grandraother, 
repeating the words again — "you have 

little or no nose, Sir." 

S'dtath ! cried my great-grandfattier, clapping 
hii hand upon his nosc^ — 'tia not so iniat) as thai 
comes to ^— --'tis a full inch longer than my father's. 
•^Now, my grcai^grandfaihicr's nose was lor a!l the 
world like unto the noses of all the men, women, and 
children, whom Panlagntet found dwelling upon the 

island ol EssASDi. By the way, if you would 

know the strange -aray of getting a-kin amongst so fiat- 
nosed a people you must read the book ; find 



it out yourself, you never can.- 

— 'Twas shaped, Sir, like an aCc of clubs. 

— 'Xis a fuil inch, coniinued my grandtalhet, press- 
ing up the ridge of his nose with his finger and thumb ; 

and repeating his assertion ^'tis a fuli inch longer,. 

Inadajn, than my fathcr''s Yoit must mean your 

uncle's, replied my great-grandm Other. 

^My great-grandfather was cOavinCcd.— He 

imtwiited the paper, and signed the article. 



€EiaptEt pyriU. 

\ ^ THAT an unconscionable jointure, my 

Y V dear, do we pay out of this small 
estate of ours, ujuoth my graadmother 
10 my grandfather. 

My father^ replied my gmndfather, had no more 
fiose, my dear, saving ihe iiurk, than there is upon die 
back of my hand. 
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— Now, yoa must know, that my gr 
mother outlived my grandfather twelve yesn 
my father had the jointure to pay, a hundrcc 
pounda half-yearly — (on Mkbaelmoj aod Lt 
— during all that time. 

No man discharged pecuniary obligatioal 

better grace than my father. And as 

hundred pounds went, he would fling it upon tt 
guinea by guinea, with that spirited jerk of as 
welcome, which generous souls, and generous sou 
are able to fling down money : but as soon as e 
enter'd upon the odd fifty — he generally gave i 
Hem ! rubb'd the side of his nose leisurely wi 

fiat part of his fore finger inserted his hand caut 

betwixt his head and the cawl of his wig — ^look 

both sides of every guinea as he parted with it 

seldom could get to the end of the fifty pounds, vi 
pulling out his handkerchief, and wiping his tempi 

Defend me, gracious Heaven ! from those per* 
ing spirits who make no allowances for these wod 
within us. — Never — O never may I lay down in 
tents, who cannot relax the engine, and feel pity fo 
force of education, and the prevalence of opinions 
derived from ancestors ! 

For three generations at least this tend in fevo 
long noses had gradually been taking root in our & 

T raoitios was all along on its nde. 

Interest was every half-year stepping in to strenj 
it ; so that the whimsicality of my father's brain 
far from having the whole honour of this, as it hj 
almost all his other strange notions. — For in a 
measure he might be s^d to have suck'd this in 
his mother's milk. He did his part however. — 
educaUon planted the mistake (in case it was one 
father watered it, and ripened it to perfection. 

He would often declare, in speaking his thoi 
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on the subject, that he did not cOnCcire how the 
greateat family in Kn^tand could stacd it out against an 
UninLerrupted Bucces«ion of six or seven short noses.— 
And for the contrary reason, he would generally add, 
That it must be one of the greatest problems in civil life, 
where the same number of long and jolly noses, follow- 
ing one another in a direct line, did not raise and hoist 
it up into the best vacancies in the kingdom. ■' He 
would often boast tha.t the Shandy family rank'd very 
high in King Harry the Vlllth's time, but owed its 
rise to no state engine— he would say- — but to that 

only 'r but that, like other families, he woyld add 

-it had felt the turn of the wheel, and had never 



recovered the blow of my great-grandfather's nose,- 
It was an ace of clubs indeed, he would cry, shaking 
his head — and as vile a one for an unfortunate ianiily 
as ever tum'd up trumps, 

Fair and softly, gentle reader !^ where 

is thy fancy carrying thee ? — —If there is truth in man, 
by my great-graodfaiher's nose, I mean tlie external 
organ of fimelling, or that part of man which stands 

prominent in hiB face and which painters say, in 

good jolly noses and well -pro portioned faces, should 

comprehend a full third that is, measured down* 

wards from the setting on of the hair. 

What a life of it has an author, at thia pass 1 



T IB a singular bleHsing, that nature has form'd the 
mind of man witli the same happy backwardness 
and I'enitency against conviction, which is observed 
in old dogs — " of not learning new tricks." 

What 3 shuttlecock of a fellow would the greatest 
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philosopher that ever existed be wbisk'd into at once, 
did he read such boolu, and ob^i^rve such t^cCs^ and 
thiak. auch thoughts, as would eternally be making him 
change sides 1 

Now, my father, as I told you last year^ detested all 
this — He pick'd up AO opiaion. Sir, as a man in a state 
of nature picks up an apple. — It hecomea his own — and 
{f he is a man of spirit, he would lose his life rather than 
give it up. 

I am aware that DuJiiir, the great civiHan, will con- 
test thJB point ; and cry out against me. Whence comes 
this man b right to this apple ? ex conjeua, he wiU say 
— thinga were in a state oi natuie — The applie^ as much 
Frank's- apple as Juhn't. Pray, Mr Shandy^ what 
patent has he to shew (or it? and how did it begin to 
be his ? was it, when he set hia heart upon It ? or when 
he gathered it? or when he chew'd it? or when he 
roasted it ? or when he pcel'd, or when he brought it 

home? or when he digested? or when he ? 

-For 'tis plain, Sir^ if the first picking up of the 



apple, made it not his — that no subsequent act coiild. 

Brother DiJltif, In&otiim will answer-— [now 
Triidaiaj the civilian and church lawyer's beard being 
three inches and a half and three eighths longer than 
ZH(f!aj his beard — I'm glad he takes up the cudgela 
for me, so I give myself no farther trouble about the 
answer! . — Brother JJidias, Triboniui will say, it is a 
decreea case, as you may find it in the fragments of 
Grtgoriut and Nirmogin-ci's codca, and in all ihe codes 
from JusSinian's down to the codes of Louij and -D« 
^awx— That tlie sweat of a man's brows, and the ex- 
audations of a man's brains, are as much a man's own 
property as the breeches upon his backside ; — which 
said eXBudations, Sec, being dropp'd upon the said apple 
by the labour of finding it, and picking it up ; and 
being moreover indisGolubly wasted, and as iodissolubly 
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anncxM, by the piekcr up, to the thing pick'd up, 
carried home, roasted, pccl'd, eitca, digested, and so 

on ; ^"lis evident that the gatherer of the apple, m 

BO doing, has mix'd up something which was his own, 
with the apple which was not his own, by which means. 
he has act]uired a property ; — or, in other words, the 
apple is Jnhnf apple. 

By the same learned chain of reasoning my father 
stood up for oil his opinions ; he had niared do pains 
in pickii^g them up, and tJ^e more they fay out of the 

commoa way, the better etili was his tide. No 

mortal cljimed them; they had cost him moreover as 
much labour in cooking and digesting as in the case 
above, so thai they might well and truly be said to be 
of hia own goods and chattels. — Accordingly he held 
fast by 'em, both by teeth and clawa — would fly to 
whatever he could lay his hands on — ,iDd, in a word, 
would intrench and fordfy them round with as m^oy 
circumvalJatlons and breast-works, as my uncle Tohy 
would a citadel. 

There Wiis one plaguy rub in the way of this the 

scarcity of maieiids to make any thing of a defence 
with, LQ case of a smart attack; inasmuch as few men 
of great gcnluB had exercised their parts in writing 
books upon the subject of great noses : by the trotting 
of my lean horse, the thing is incredible ! and I am 
quite lost in my understa tiding, when I am corsidering 
wha.t a treasure of precious time- and talents together 
has been wasted upon worse subjects — and how many 
millions of books in all languages, and in all possible 
types and bindings, have been fiibrLCated upon points 
not half so much tending, to the unity and pcace-mikking 
of the world. What was to be had, however, he set 
tlie greater store by j and though my father would oft- 
times sport with my uncle Toby's library — wllich, by- 
the-bye, was ridiculous enough-^yet at the Vtry KUne 
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and baraed Hafin SU-ujkcnhfrgius i of which, as I shall 
hare much to say by-and-by^I will say nothing upw. , 



V 



C5a|)ter xfv'aU 

OF all UlP tracts my father was at the pains 
procpre and study id support of his hypothesis, 
there was not any one whcreio he icli a more 
cruel disappointniGnt at Grst, than ia the celebrated dia- 
logue between Pamphugut and Codes, written by the 
chaste pen of the great and vencrabJe Erasmus, upon 
the various uses ^nd Ecasonable applications of long 

nages. = — ^Now don't let Satan, my dear girl, in 

this chapter, take adrzintage of any one spot of rising 
ground to get afltride of your imaginauon, if you can 
any ways help it; or if he iB so ninibJe as to slip on 
— let me beg of you, like an miback.'d filly, to friii »/, 
io iqusrt ii, to jump il, to rear it, to bound it — and ta 
kitk St, tiflth long kiciti and thort iicis, till, like I'ukk- 
ioby'i mare, you break a strap or a crupper, and throw 
his worship into the dirt, — You need not till him. — 

— And pray who was TichUtohfs mare ? — 'tis jus: 
as discreditable and unscholarlike a question. Sir, a^ to 
havL' aaked what year [ah. vrb. eon.) the second Punic j 
war broke dul — Who was Tickhtaby' t mare ? — 
Read, read, read, read, my unlearned reader] read — 
or by the knowledge of tlie great saiot Parukipamenon 
— I tell you before-hand, yan had better throw down 
the book at once; for without rnm^h reading, by which 
your reverence knows I mean much ino'wUdge, you will 
no more be able Co penetrate the moral of the next 
marbled page (motly emblem of my work 1) than tlie 
world with all its sagacity haa been able to unravel the 
many opinionSf tranBactions, and Cruths which atili lie 
myBdcafly hid under the dark Ycil of the black one. 
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" ^TiHIL, mtpanliti hujui naA," qugih. Pamphanis j 

J V that 19 — " My Duse has he^u the nialiiog 

of me." "Nee est cur pami^ai," , 

replies CosUr i ihutie, "How tlic duce should euch a 
nosefaU?" 

The doctrioe, you see, was laid down by Srajmus, 
as my father wished it, with the utmost plainness; but 
my father's disappointmem waa, in finding nothing more 
from so able a pen, but the bare fact itself: wtchouc aay 
of that Gp(.-cdative subtilty or ambidexterity cfargumen- 
tatioQ upon it, which Heaven had bestaw'd upon man 
oa purpose to investigate truth, and fight for her on dl 

sides. My father pish"d and pugh'd ait first most 

terribJy 'tja worth something to have a good 

name. As the dialogue was of £rasmui, my father 
soon came to himself, and read it over and over again 
with great application, amdying every word and every 
syllable of it thru' and thro' in its moat strict and literal 
iatcrpretation — he could still make nothing of it, that 
way. Mayhap there ia mure nieanl, than ia saiii in il, 

quoth my father. Learned men, brother Tiijv don't 

write dialogues upon long noses for nothing. I'll 

study the mystick and the allegoritk sense ^here is 

some room to turn a man's self in, brother 

My father read on. — 

Now I fiod it needful to inform your reverences and 
worshipBi thst besides the many nauticil u&es of long 
noses enumerated by Eraimitty the dialogist affirmeth 
thata long nose is not without its domestic conveniencies 
ako; for that in a case of distress— and for want of a 
pair of bellowa, it will do excelleotly well^ ad ixci- 
taa/ium focum (to stir up the iire). 

Nature had been prodigal in her gifta to my father 
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beyond meai^ure, and had sown tlie seeda of vcrlHl 
CLiticLBm as de^p withia him, as she had done the seeds 

of all other knuwJcdge so th;it he had got out 

his penknife, sod was trying ejiperimcnts upon the gcn- 
tence, to see if he could not scratch some better sen^f 

into iL I've got within a fiingle letter, brother Taiy, 

cried my father, ol Erasmuj hia mystic meaning. — ^You 
ai^e near enough, brother, replied my uncle, in all con- 

Bcience. Pshaw ! cried my father, scratching on 

1 might aa well be seven miJea off. — I've done it 

— said niy father, snapping hia fingers — See, my dear 

brother Toby, how 1 have- incuded the sense. But 

you have marr'd a wore), replied my uncle Toiy. — — 

My father put on hia BpecCacles -4ut fais Jiji- 

and tore out the leaf ia a pasainiir 



OSLAVVitENSESGlUSf tho.u faithful analyzer of 
my Dhgraxia^ — thou sad foreteller of so many 
of the whips and short turns which in one stage 
or other of ray life have come elap upon me from the 
ahortness of my nose, and no other cause, that I am 
conscioua of. — ^Tcll me, S/awtailmrgiut / what secret 
impulee was it? what intonation of voice? whence 

came it? how did it sound in thy ears? art chou 

sure thou heard'et it? which first cried out to 

thee go ^go, Sla'ajkniherg'tus ! dedicate the 

labours of thy life neglect thy pastimes call 



forth all the powers and faculties of thy nature 

macerate ihyBelf in the service of mankind, and write a 
grand folio for them, upon the subject of their nosea. 

How the communication was conveyed into Siaiif- 
irn^r^iuj' s aeason\ira so that Slaiokenterrpui should 
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know whose finger touch'd the key — and whose hajid 
it waa that blew the bellows— — -as I/afin Slaiu- 
kenlergiuj has been dead and la.id b his grave abo>¥e 
fourscore acd ten years we cart only raise con- 
jectures. 

Slawienbcrgius was play'd upon;^ for aught I know, 

like one of WHirfeWj disciptes- that ia, with auch 

A distinct intelligence, Sir^ of which of the two mailers 
it was ttiBt had been pfEictising upoo his insSrumait 
as to malce all fcaaOning upoD. it needless. 

For ia the account which Haftn Slawken- 

bcrgius gives the wOrld of his motives and occasions 
for writing, and spending so iiiany yeara of hia life 
upon this one work — ^towaxds the cod of his. prolfEO- 

metiK, which by-th«-bye should have comc first— ■ 

hut the bookbinder has mof^t injiidiii^iously placed it 
betwixt the analytical contents gf the book, and the 
book itself — he infoirm^ his reader, that ever eince he 
had arrived at the age of discernment, 3nd was abk to 
«t down coolly, and consider within himself the true 
sute and condition of man, and distinguish the maia 

end and design of his being ; or—to shorten my 

transbuon, for Skivimin-giuj'f boot is in Lal'in, and 
not a little proJix in this passage— ever since I under- 

etodd, (juoth SlaiDkeniigr^m, any thing or rather 

<what vjai what and could perceive that the poiat 

of long ncfses had been too iKioeely handled by ail who 

had gone before; have I, Slawkenlvrgms, felt a 

Eirong impulse, with a mighty and unreBistible call 
within me, to gird up ray&df to this undertaking. 

And CO do justice to Sh-aikcnbergiut, he has entered 
the list with a stronger lance., and t^ken a much larger 
career in it than any one man who had ever entered it 

befure him and indeed, in many respects, deserves J 

to be en-ji'uh'd ai a prototype for all writers, of 
roluminous wurke ax least, to model their books by 
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' for he haa taken in. Sir, the whoJc aubject— 

examined every part of it d'tahcticaUy then 

brought it into full day; dilucidnting it with all the 
hght which either [he collision of his own natural 
parta could strike— or tlie proFo-undcHt knowledge of 
the sciences had impoweied him Lo caBt upon it — 

collating, collecting, and compiling bcpging, bor- 

rQwiDg, and stewing, as he went aJong, all that had 
beeti wrote or wrangled thereupon in the schools and 
porcicoa of the learned: so that Sla'iuhenhergius his 
book may properly be considered, not only as a model, 
— but as a thorough-stitched oictsT and regular insti- 
tute oFroj», compreiiendiiig in it all that ia or can 
needful to be known about them. 

For this cause it is that I forbear to apeak of so many ' 
(otherwise) valuable books and ireatisea of ray father's 

coUerting, wrote cither, plump upon noses or^l 

collaterally touching tliem ; such for instance as^| 

Prignh^t now lying upon the table before me, who 
with, infinite learning, and from the most candid and 
ficholar-Hke examination of above four thousand dif- 
ferent skulls, in upwards of twenty charnel-houaes in 

Siiesla, which he had rummaged has informed us, 

that the menaurailon and configuration of the o^aseoua 
or bony parts of human noaes, in any ^iVcn tract of 
countryi except Cr'un Tartary, where they are all 
cnish'd down by the thumb, &o that no judgment can 
be formed upon them — are much nearer ahkej than the 
wortd imagines; — -the difference amongst them being, 

he says, a mere trifle, not worth taking notice of; ^m 

but that the ajze and jollity of every individual nose,^| 
and hy which one noac ranks above another, and bears 
a higher price, ia owing to the cartilaginous and 
muBCular parts of it, into whose ducta and ainuaes the 

blood and animal spirits being impell'd and driven by 

the warmth and force of the imagination, which is bi) 
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8 Step irom it (bating the case of idiots, whom Prignifz, 
who had lived many years in Turky, supposes under 
the more imiDcdlaLe tutelage of Heaven) — it so happens, 
and ever must, says Prignilz, that the excellency of 
the ro&e is in la direct arithineticnl proportion to the 
excellency of the wearer's fancy. 

It is for the same reason, thait is, because 'tis all 
comprehended in Slu'wheni/Trgmt, that I say nothing 
likewise of SirtiJeri/i {^Andrea\ who, a.11 the world 
knowa, set liimsclf to oppugn Prignisx with great vio- 
lence — proving it in his own way, first hgically, and 
then by a aeries of stubborn facts, "That so far was j 
Pri^ttils from the truth, in affirming that the fancy ^ 
begat the nose, that od the contrary — the nose begat 
the fancy." 

— The learned BuBpected Scroilerut of an indecent 
sophism in this — and Prignitta cried out aloud in the 
dispute, that Scrodervi had shifted the idea upon him 
but Scroflenis went on, maintaining Jiis thesis. 

My lather was just balanting within himself, which 
of the two sides he should take In this affair ; when 
Ambrase Parjsuj decided it in a moment, and by over- 
throwing the systems, both of Pr'rgrut% and Scroderui, 
drove my father out of both sides of the controversy 
at once. 

Be witness 

I don't acquaint the learned reader — in saying it, I 
mention it only to shew the learned, I know the fact 
myself 

That this Amhroje Paraat WEts chief surgeon and 
nose-mender to Franch the ninth of Frante, and in 
high credit witli him and the two preceding, or 
succeeding kings (I know not which) — and that, 
ejccept in the slip he made in his story of Taliacoliui'' i 
noses, and hia manner of setting them on — he waa 
esteemed by the whole college of physicians at that 
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time, as more knowing in matters of noses, than any 
one who had ever taken them {n liRod. 

Now Amhrase Pantui convinceil ray father, that ihe 
true and etficient cause of what had engaged so much 
the attention of the world, and upon which Pri^nita^ 
and Scrodenit had wasted §o much iearning and fine 

parts was neither this nor that -but that the 

teogth and goodness of the oos<; was owing simply to 
the softness and flaccidity in the nurse's breast — -- - -■ 
as the fiatnesB ^nd shortness of piiisnf noses was to the 
firiDiies« and eW^c repulsion of the same organ of 
nutrition in the hale and lively — which, tho' happy for 
the woman, was the tmdoing of the child, inasmuch as 
his nose was so snubb'd, so rebulT'd, so rebated, and so 
refrigerated thereby, as never to arrive ad mensuratn 

iuam Ifginmami but that in case of the daccidity 

and fioitnesa of the nurse or mother^s breast — by eink- 
ing into it, quoth Partus, as into so much butter, the 
nose was comforted, Qouiiah'd, plump'd up, refresh'd, 
refocillaied, and set a growing for ever. 

I have but two things to observe of Parous i first, 
That Eie proves and expkins all this with the utmost 
chastity and decorum of expression: — for which may 
his soul for ever rest in peace 1 

And, secondly, that besides the systems of Prtgnila 
and ScmJrrujf which Ambro^i' Parauj hia hypothesis 
effectually overthrew — it overthrew ac the same time 
the system of peace and harmony of our family \ and 
for diree days together, not only embroiled matters 
between my father and my mother, but turn'd likewise 
the whole house and every thing in it, except my uncle 
Toby, quite upside doum. 

Such a ridicdous tale of a dispute between a man 
and his wife, cever surely in any age or country got 
vent through the key-hole of a street-door. 

My mother, you must know— — but I have fifty 
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things m&re necessary to let you know fir^t 1 have 

3 hundred difficahies which I have promised to clear 
up, and a thousand distresses and doraeaiick mtsad- 
ventures crowdiog in upon me thick and threefold, one , 
upon the neck of another. A cow broke in (to- ^ 
morrow morning) to iny uncle Tobfs fortifications, 
and eat up two rations and a half of dried grass, leaping 
up the Bods wtth it, which faced his horn-work and 

covered way, Trim inaista upon betng tried by a 

court-martial — the cow to be shot — Slop to be cmctflx'd 
— myself to be tristram'd and at my very baptism made 

a naartyr of; poor unhappy devils that we all are ! 

1 want swaddling — but there is no time to 

be lost in exclamations 1 have left my father ^^ 

lying across his bed, and ray uncle Toby in his old 
frinj^ed chair, sitting beside him, and promised I would 
go teck Id them in half an hour; and five-aod-thirty 

minutes are lapa'd already. Of all the perplexities 

a. morul author was etcr seea in tKia certainly is 

the greatest, for I have Hafa> Slattikenhfrgtas' s folio, 

Sir, to finish a dialogue between my father atid my 

uncle Tohy, uptin the solution of Prignit'z, ScroHtnitf 
Awhrost Paraut, Ponocrales, and Grangouiter to relate 
— a tale out of Slaiatenherghis to tranalale, and alt this 
in Jive minutes less than no time at all ; such a 

head! — would to Heaven my enetntcs only saw th* 
inside of it! 
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HERE was not any one scene more entertajping 
PQ our family— ^nd to do k justice in this poioc ', 

— • ^ncl I here put off my cap and ky u 

upon the wb!e dose beside my ink-horn, on purpose to 
make my declaration to the world concerning this one 

article the more solemn that I believe in my sou! 

^unless my lore and partiality to roy understanding 
blinds me) the haad of the supreme Maker and first^^ 
Designer of aEl things never made or put a family to<^H 
gether (in that period st least of it which I have sal^^ 

down to write the atory of) where the characters of 

it were cast or contrastGd with so dramatick a felicity 
8.B ours was, for this end ; or in which the capacities 
of affording such exquisite scenes, and the powers of 
ahifting thcra perpetually from morning to night, were 
lodged and intrusted with so unlimited a confidence, 
in the Shandy Family. 

Not any one of these was more diverting, I say, in 

this whimsical theatre of ours than what frequendy 

arose out of this self-same chapter of long tioses- 



pspecially when my father's, imagination was heated 
with the enquiry, and nothing would serve him. but to 
heat my uncle 7'oiy's Coo. 

My uncle Toity would give my father all possible 
fair play in this attempt; and with infinite patience 
would sit smoaking his pipe for whole hours together, 
whiiltit my father was practising upon his head, and 
trying evory accessible avenue to drive Prigniia and 
Scroderas's solutions into it. 

Whether they were above my uncle Taby'i reason 

. or contrary to it or that his brain waa 

like Jamp timber, and no spark could possibly take 
hold or that it was so full of aapsj mines, blindi 
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curtins^ and such military iJisqualiiicnLians to hia seeing 
clearly into Pr'tgnttt, and Sirodtmi't doctrincB-^-^I 
say not — let Hchoolmen — scullions, anatomistSj and 

engineers, light for it among themselves 

'Twaa some misforiunc^ I make no doubt, in this 
ailair, that my father had cTery word of i: to translate 
for the benelil of ray uncle Tohy, and render out of 
Sla'ojkmiiergitii' J Latin, of which, as he was no great 

master, his trans lation was 1101 always of the purest ■ 

and generally least ao where 'twas moat wanted* — This 

naturally open'd a door to a. second misfortune; 

that in the warmer paroxysms of his zeal to open my 
imcle ToAji'xeyc a ■ my father's ideaa ran on as mach 

faster than the translation, as the translation outmoved 

my uncle Toliy's neither the one or the other 

added much to the perspicuity of my father's lecture. 



C-{ia|itcr rl. 

THE gift of raciocioarion and making syllogisms 
1 mean in man — for in superior claasea of 

being, such as angels and spirits -'tis all done, 

may it please your worships, aa they teli me, by In- 
tuition } — and beings inferior, as your worships :tll know 

syllogize by their noses : though there is an island 

swimming in the sea (though no: altogether at its eaae) 
whose inhabitantSf if my intelligence deceives me not, 
arc BO wonderfully gifted, as, to syllogize after the same 
fashion, and oft-timca to make very well outtoo:- 
but that*a neither here nor thci'e — 

The gift of doing it aa it should be, amongst us, or 
^-the great and principal act of ratiocination in man, 
as logicians teU us, is the finding out the agreement or 
disagreement of two ideas one with another, by the 



3* 



TRB LIFE AND 0FIH10N5 



interrention of a third (called the medlui terminut)\ just 
as a man, as L^eie welt obsprvfs, by a yard, finds two 
men's nine-pin-allcys to be of the same length, which 
could not be brought together, to measure their equality^ 
by juxta-pojilion. 

Had the same great reasoner looked on, as my father 
illustrated his systems of noses, and observed my uncle 
Tiniy'i dqwriment — what great attention he gave to 
every word — and as oft as he took his pipe from hia 
mouth, with what wonderRil Beriousneas he contem- 
plated the length of it surveying it transversely aa he 

held it betwixt hia fitiger and his thumb then 

forc-nght then this way, and then that, in all its 

possible diredtlofla and foreshortenin^s he would 

have contluded my uncle Tody had got hold of the 
meiiiut tcrTnlnuj,. and was syllogizing and meaauring with 
it the truth of each hypothesis of long noses, in order, 
AB my father laid them before him. This, by-the-bye, 

was more than my father wanted his atm in all the 

pains he Was at in these philoaophtck lectiires — was to 

enable my undle Tohy not to discuss but comprehend 

ta ho!d the grains and acruples of learning not 

to Vitlgh them. My uncle Toby, as you will read iq 

the next chapter, did ccithcr the one Or the other. 
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'IS a pity, cried my father one wioter's oight, 
after a three hours' paiaful traoslauoD of Sla-w- 

leenbtrgluj 'tis a pity. Cried my father, 

putung my mother's thread-paper into die book for a 

mark, as he spoke that truth, brother Toby, should 

shut herself up in such impregnable fastnesses, and be 
BO obstinate as not to surrender herself sometimes up 
upon the closest siege. 

Now It happened then, as indeed it had often done 
before, that my uncle Toiy's fancy, during the time 

of my father's explanation of Frigniiz to htm 

having nothing to stay it there, had taken a short flight 

to the howling-green i his body might as welt 

have taken a turn there too — so that with all the 
semblance of a deep school-man intent upon the tncdias 

Urmsatij my uncle Tshy waa in fact as ignorant 

of the whole lecture, and all its pros and cons, as '^ my 
fiathcr had been translating Ha/en Slanukmberg'iui from 
the Latin tongue into the Cherohu. But the word siege, 
like A talifimanic power, in my father's metaphor, wafting 
back my uncle Toly't fancy, quick aa a note could 

follow the touch — he open'd his ears and my fether 

observing that he took his pipe out of hia mouth, and 
shuffied his chair nearer the table, as with a desire to 
profit — my father with great pleasure began his sentence 
again.^^-c banging only the plan, and dropping the 
meuphor of the siege of itt to keep clear of some 
dangers my father apprehended from it. 

'Tia a plty^ Mid my father, that truth can only be 
on one siae, brother Tahy considering what in- 
genuity these learned men have all shewn la their J 

solutions of nosc3> Can noses be dissolved ? replied M 

my uncle Tohy. 
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My lather tEirust back his chair rose 

up — put on his hat cook four long sirldcG to the 

door jerked ii open^ Jthrust his head half 

way out shut the door again^ -took no notice of 

the bad hinge returned to the uble—pluck'd my 

molber'B thread-paper out of Slaiuienberg'sas' t book 

went hastily to his bureau — walked slowly 

back — twisted my mother'a thread-paper about hia 
thumb — unhutton'd hli waistcoat — ^threw my mother'a 

thread-paper into the fire bit her sattin pin-cushion 

in two, ml'd hia mouth with bran — cointoiLnd«l it; — 
but mark! — the oath of confusion was levell'd at my 
uncle Tohy'i brain — which was e'en confused enough 

already the curse c;ime charged only with the bran 

— the bran, may it please your honourj, was no more 
than powder to the ball, 

'Twas wetl my father's paSaions lasted not lofig ; 
for 80 long a9 They did !ast, ihey led. him A busy- 
life on't; and it is One of the most unaccountable 
probleniB that cref I met tvith in my obHerrations 
of human nature, that nothing should prove my 
father's mettle so much, Of make his passions go off so 
like gunpowder, as the ilbeXpeCted StfokeS his science 
met with from ihc quaint simplicity of my iiDcle 
Tolly's qucBtians.^^^Had ten dozen of hornets fltung 
him behind lil so many different places all aX one 
lime — he coufd not haive exerted more mechanical 
fiiDCtions in fewer secgnd a -or started half so 

much, as witK qne aingle quare of three words 
uQseasooably popping ip full upon him in bis hobby- 
horeical career. 

'Twai all one to my uncle Tuliy ^— he sragaked 

his pipe on with unvaried composure — —his hean never 
intended offence to his brother — and as his head could 

seldom find out where the Eling of it lay he always 

gave my father [he credit of cooling by hinwelf. 
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He was five minutes and thicty-fiTC seconds about it in 
the present case. 

Bj all ihat's good ! said my iacher, Bwearing, at- he 
came to hirDself, and taking the oath out of Enulphtts't 

digest of curses (though to do my father justice ic 

was 3 fault (as he told Dr Stsp io the affair of 
Emutphui) which he as seldom coLtimltted as any 

man upon earth) By all that's good ard great! 

brother Toiy, said my father, if it was not for the aids 
of philosophy, which befriend one so much as they do 

— you would put a man beside a31 temper. ^Why, 

by the ttrlultoni of noses, of which I was telling you, I 
tncant, as you might have known, had you favoured 
me with one grain of attention, the various accounts 
which learned men of different kinds of knowledge 
have given the world of the causes of short and long 

noses. There ie no cause but one, replied my uncle 

Toiy why one man's noae is longer than another's, 

but because that God pleases to have it so. That 

is Gtangaus'ur'i solurion, said my father. — ^"Tia het 
continued my uncle Tahy, looking up, and not regard- 
ing my father's intcrrupdon, who makes ug all, and 
frames and puts us together in such forms and propor- 
tions, and for such ends, as is agreeable to his innntte 

wisdom. 'Tia a pious account, cried my father, but 

not philoaopiiical there is more religion in it than 

sound science. 'Twas no inconsistent part of my uncle 

Tohy't character that he feared God, a;nd reverenced 

religion. So the inoment my father finished his 

remark.^— ^roy uncle Tohy fell ^ whistling LiUahuUtro 
with more icat (though more out of tuncj than 
usual- ^ 

What is become of my wife's thread.paper ? 
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NO matter — as aa appendage to seamBtreaay, the 
thread-paper might be of aomc consequence to 
my mother — of nOne to my fatlicr, as a mark in 
Slaivkrnbcrgius. Slaiohcnbergsas in every page of him 
was a rich treasure of inexhaustible knowledge to my 
father — he could not open him arnica ; and he would 
ofteo Bay in cloang th« book, that if all the arts and 
sciences in the world, with the bookfi which treated of 
them, were lost — should the wisdom and policies of 
governments, he would say, through disuse, ever happen 
to be forgot, and all that statesmen had wrote or caused 
lo be written, upon the strong or the weak sides of 
courts and kingdoms, should they be forgot also — and 
Sinwkrnhr^a! only left^- — there would be enough in 
him in all conscience, he would say, to set the world 
a-going again- A treasure therefore w;i8 he indeed ! an 
institute of all that was necessary to be known of noses, 
and every thing else — at mfl/ra, noon, and veapera waa 
Hafm S/aipJcfnifrgiur his recreation and delight : 'twas 

for ever in his hands you would have sworn, 8ir, 

it had been a canon's prayei-book — so worn, so gbzed, 
GO comrited and attrited was it with fingers and with 
thumbs in all its parts, from one end even unto the 
other. 

I am not auch a bi^oc to Slawkenifrgius as my 

father ; there is a fund in him, no doubt : but in 

my opinioQ, the beet, I don't Bay the most profitable, 
but the most amuaing part of Hafen Sl^vjigniargitij, 

ia hiB tales and, considering he was a German, 

many of ihem told not without fancy : these take 

up his second hook^ containing searly one half of his 
folio, and are comprehended in ten dccads, each decad 
eontaiaicg ten tales. Philosophy is not buiit upon 
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tales ; and therefore 'twas certainly wrong in Slaviien- 

hergius to aend them into the world by that name ! 

there are a few of them in his eighth, ninth, and tenth 
decade, which I own seem rather playful and sportive, 
than speculatiTe — but in general they are to be looked 
upon by the learned as a detail of so many independent 
facts, all of them turning round somehow or other upon 
the main hinges of his subject, and collected by him 
with great fidelity, and added to his work as so many 
illustrations upon the doctrines of noses. 

As we have leisure enough upon our hands if 

you ^ve me leave, madam, I'll tell you the ninth tale 
of his tenth decad. 



BOOK IV. 



SLAWKENBERGII 
F ABEL LA.* 

TJ^ ESPSR-A quddam frigiduidf fojJmori in parti 

r mtnsis Auguatij peregrmus, mulofuico colore Insi- 

dens, manticd a lergo, pauch mJusiis, hinis calceisf 

traccisijue tericis cocc'meis repfeta, AfgenloratiliU mgres- 

Tltl til. 

JUiliti earn percontanti, quumportai inirarcl dixit, se opud 
T^atomm pramonloriutn Jaiise, Francofurlam proftciid, 
el j4rgfnloraium, transitu ad fines SarmaliM mensis inler- 
vallo, rtversurum. 

Milfs peregrtns in facitm saipfxh J^i ^ni, nova 

ferma nasi ! 

jit muham mihi prqfuit, inqti'ii peregr'mus, carpum amtnlQ 
extrahmi, e ijmp^>enJit aeinaees i Lorn/tf mvwium riufmi/i 
et magn^ cum urbanilaU, piffi parte anUr'mre JiUtd tnanu 
tiniitra, ui extefidli dexiram, mUlii ^grinum t/fdil el 
proccsiil. 

• As Hafen SlaioienUr^us de Naiis is cxiremely scarce-, [t 
may not be unacceptable to Ihe learned reader to see Ihc 
specLmeD uTa few pages of his oriiginat ; I will make no reJlec- 
tion upon it, but ihnc his SL0t7-te1]icig LaCm is mucb Enon; concise 
ihan his philosophic— and, 1 think, ha5 more of Latiuity Jn it. 



BOOK IV. 



SLAWKENBERGIUS'S 
TALE. 

IT was onc' coo! refreshing evening, at the close of 3 
very sultry day, lo the ktter cud of the roonth of 
^ugujif whea a siracger, mouDted upon a dark 
mule, with a smalt cloak-bag behind him, contaiDing a 
few shirts, a pair of shoes, and a cnm&on-saULa pair of 
breeches, entered the town of Sirailurg. 

He told the ceniinel, who <jueatioried him as he 
entered the gates, thai he had been at the Proniomory 

of Noses — was going on to Frankfort and should 

be back again at Straibur^ that day month, in hia way 
to the borders of Crim Tartary, 

The centinel looked up into the sEranger'a face 

he never saw mz\i a Nose ill his life ! 

— I have made a very good venture of it, quoth the 
stranger — so slipping his wrist out of the loop of a black 
ribbon, to which a shore scymetar was hung, he put his 
hand into his pocketj and with great courtesy touching 
the fore part of his cap with his left hand, as he ex- 
tended his right he put a florin into the centind'* 

hand^ and passed on. 
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Dolei mill, aii milcJ, tympaniilam nantim e! •aalgtim alk- 
queni, 'u'trum adeo urhanum ■vngmam perdHhst ; ilhierari 
baud poterit nuda acinaci ^ neque vaginam loio Argea- 

torato, hahiltm in^eiucl. — — NuUam unquam hakui, 

rejpondit prregrinus respiatns scqu^ rom'iter inciinans 

— -hoc more sf?io, nudam acwoffm ffevanj; mulo lento 
pro^ndiente, ut nasum tvrrt pQi/iitu 



Non mmtriio, benigne peregrine, retpoadit miles. 
Nihiii tttme, ait tUt lympamtta, e pergamend faciil'iuM 



I 



///. 



Prout ehrtslianui tarn, inqttil miler, natus ii/e, nj lextiet 
vtajor fit, meo esiet cvnfermit. 
Cr^ilare audivi ait fympanista. 
Mehercuie ! tsngumem emiiit, rapottdit mtlti, 
Miierel mif inquit lympamsta, qui aoa amlto tetlgtmui 



a 

I 



Modern tempsrij puncto, quo b*c res argumentaJa fuii 
inter militem ei lyrapan'utam, dUiepSabalvr ibidem ttibicme 
et uxore jud qui tunc aeetiientrsS, it peregrine prjiterevate, 

rejtilenint. 



Qucmiui nasui / xque Isngus bjI, sit tuhic'ma, at tuba. 



Et ex eodem metailof alt tuhieen, velut tUmatamenSa 
audjaj, 

Taalum ahest,resp6ndilUh, qaod^tulam dukedtneiiincit. 

jEneus ett, ail tubken. , 

Nequaquam, rispcndit uxor, | 

Rursum ij^nno, alt tubceen, quod £neui est. 

Rem pimtus expioraho j priuj, enim digito tangam, ait 
uxor, qaam dormivera. 

Mmui peregtiai gradu imlo progrei.ui «/j ut imiim- 
qagdque verham contraveriiMf non tantuia later mi&tem el 
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II grieves me, said the centinel, speaking Co a little 
dwarfish bandy-lc^g'd drummer, that so coiuteouB a 

BoiJ should have lost his scabbard he cannot 

travel without one to his ecymetar, and will not be 

able CO get a scabbard to fit it in all Sirajhurg. 1 

never had one, replied the stranger, looking back to 
the centinel, and putting his hand up to hia cap as he 

Bpoke 1 carry it, continued he, thus holding 

up his naked scymetar, his mule moving on slowly all 
the time — on purpose to defend my nose. 

I: IE well worth it, gentle stranger, replied the centinel. 
— = — 'Tis not woi^h a single stiver, said the bandy- 

'^fig'*l drummer 'tis a nose of parchmenu 

As I am a true catholic— except that it is six times 
aa big — 'tiB a nose, said the centinel, like my own. 
—I heard it crackle, said the druioraer. 
By duader, said ibe ceotinel, I saw it bleed. 
What a pity, cried die bandy-legg'd drummer, we 
did not both touch it ! 

At the very ijme that this dispute was maintaining 
by the centinel and the druramer^was the same point 
debating betwixt a tnimpetef and il trumpetcr'a wife, 
who were just then coming up, and had stopped to see 
the stranger paafi by. 

BeneJiiriiy .' What a nose ! 'da as long, said 

the trumpeter'^B wife, aft a trumpet. 

And of the same metal, said the trumpeter, as you 
hear by its sneering. 

'Tis as soft as a flute, said she. 
— 'Ti3 brass, said the trumpeter. 
— 'Tis a ptidding's end, said hi« wife- 
I tell thee again, said the trumpeter, 'tii a brazen nose. 
I'll know the bottom of it, said the trumpeter's Wife, 
for I will touch it witti my finger before I alcep. 

The stranger's mule moved on. at bo slow a rate, 
chat he heard every word of the dispute, not only 



44 



THH LIFE AND OPINIONS 



Sympaniiiam, virum eliam inter lubkmein st uxorem ejui, 
aua'tret. 

Nequwjuam, ait iJia, in muJi coUumfrtna dsmittmst ei 
maniiiuj amlahui in pectut paiitii, {^maio lent£ progndiente) 
Jtiqttaquam, ait ills rejpicims, non necesje sjt ut ret istbac 
diltttidiilafaret. Mininu gealium ! meui naruj nunquam 
iatrgetatf dam spiriius has regit ariui — j4J gmJ agendum ? 
ait uxor burgomaghtru 






Pesregrinus ilfimti respoadit. Voium faciehat tune 
parlt iontHi Nlcolao ,- qua facto, in sirium dexintm instrens, 
i qua mgligetttct pependtt aciaaea, tento gradu procesitt 

ptr ptaUam Afgentarait laiam qtttt ad dl-aerjoriui/t tirriph 
fx adiierjum dual. 




Peregrmus tnulo descendens sSahulo includif rf mOnticam 
irtftrri juuii .• qua aptrid ei cocc'meis rericii femoraHbui 
ex/rarfii cum argenteo lariniaio Xltpi^iMfi.avr*, his sese induit^ 
jjaimquf, pdiiaci in namu, adfitrum deamhulaHiit. 



Quod uii pertgriniu esset in^etsus, uxorern tu&iciaitl 
olviam euntem aspicil s dlieo curium Jleclit, mclueru 
nojuj fwuf exp/orarrtur, ot^ue ad liiverser'tum rcgresswt\ 
fji—exuii se VfsJJl'i's ,• Itmcot cwcinem lericas immlkt 

inipoiuii mutufiijHe eduiijassil. 




FraruBfurlum profisiicor, alt Hit, it ArgenteratK 
quatuor abhlnc hehdemad'ts reverlar. 
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l>efwixt the ccfldiici and the dnmmieJ', but betwixt the 
trumpeter arnJ trumpeter's wife. 

No! said he, dropping his reina upOo his male's 
neck, and laying both his hands upon his breast, the 
one over the other, in a saJnt-Jike position (his mule 
going on easily alJ the time) No ! said he, looking 

up — I am iioi *ych a debtor to the world slandered 

and disappointed ae I have been — as to giTs it chat 
convictiori^— no 1 said he, tny noee shall never be 
touched whilst Heaven gives me strength— — ^To do 
what i said a burgomaster's wife. 

The stranger took no notice of itie burgomaster's 

wife he was rnnking a vow to Saint Nkolat ; 

which done, having uncrossed his arms with the same 
solemnity with which he crossed them, he took up the 
reins of his bridle with his left-hand, and putting his 
right hand into his bo.'Kfni, with his scymetar hanging 
looEely to the wrist of it, he rode oa, as slowly as one 
foot of the mule could follow another, thro' the prin- 
cipal streets of Siraiburgi till chance brought him to the 
great inn in the market-place over-againsi the church. 

The moment the stranger alighted, he ordered his 
mule to be led into the stable, and his cloak-bag to be 
brought in ; then opening, and taking out of it his erim- 
Bon-sattin breeches, with a silver-fringed — {appendage to 
thenif which I dare not translate) — ^he put his breeches, 
with hia fringed codpiece (JEi,and fonhwith, with hia short 
scymetar in his hard, WEJked out to the grand parade. 

The stranger had just taken three turns upon the 
parade, when he perceived the trumpeter's wife at the 
opposite side of it — so turning short, in pain lest his 
noae should be attempted, he instantly went back to 
his inn — undressed himself, packed up his crirason-satiin 
breeches, &c., in hia cloak-bag, and called for his mule. 

I am going forwards, said the stranger, for Franl- 
forl and ahaU be back at Straitiurg this day mointh. 



4fi 



THE LIFE AND OPINIONS 



Bimt rtiratti iroc jummfum ? (^aitj muit factmt mana 



Langa via esl ! respondst hojpej, titji pfurimum essft 
negoi'u — Enimv^ro, ah piregrinut, a Nojorum promontoria 
redii, et naium sfadosisiimum, e^rtg'toiijsimumque ^e 
unqaam quiiqttam mrtita! ett, acqumvi. 

Dum perrgrinuj htmc miram ratiaitem Je sf'ipis reddil? 
h^sptt et uxor e/ut, ocuiis intenth, peregrmi nasum cantem- 

plaalur Per lanctot sanctatqui omnei, ait hojpitit 

uxor, nasii duodeeim maxitnis m toto Argenlorata major 
est J — ettne, ait ilia marili in aurem insusurraai, nanne lit 
nasus pr^igranJh ? 

Doiui iaejt, anime mi, ait boipes — nmus tttfaliui. 



Verut fit, rtipondii uxor 

Ex aiAete JaUas esl, ait ilU, tenhinthiRum oUl- 

CarhuaciJtis irreH, ait uxor. 

Mortuai est ttasut, respondit hospet, 

Junius eit ail i!Ia, — ^t it ipja v'rvam tangam. 



J^olumfeci sancto Nicolao, ail peregrmus^ nasum meum 
inlaclum fore usque ad — Quoduam tempuj ? illico retpolidit^t 

ilia. H 

-Mim'iTJO langetur^ tnquit ille Imaniiui in pectus eorfsps-- 

tilii'^ ujque ad iUam horam- -• Quam ioreim ? d'tt lUo 

fiullanii respoiidil peregrinUi, dance per^enh ad—— 

Qucm locum) — ohecro P ait U!a Peregrinui tii! rt 

jpondms mu/o conscento disctisil,. 
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I hope, contimitd the Btranger, fitrofcing dowo th* 
face of Wis mult with, his left hand ia he via going to 
mount it, that you hare been kind to thU faithful slave of 
mine — it has Carried me and my cloak-bag, continued 
he, tapping the mule's back, iShove siit hundred leagues. 

'Tis a long journey. Sir, replied the master of 

the inci' unless a man has great business. Tut ! 

tut! said the stranger, I have been at the Promontary 
of Noses; and have got me one of the goodliest, thank 
Heaven, that ever fell to a single man's tot. 

Whilst the stranger was giving this odd account of 
himself, the master of the inn and his wife kept both 

their eyes fixed full upon the stranger's nose hy 

saint Radasvnda, wid the inn-ke*pe4''s wife to herself, 
there ia more of it than in any dozen of the largest 
noses put together in all Slradur^ / is it not, said she, 
whispering her husband in hie ear, is it not a noble nose ? 

"Tis an imposture, my dear, said the master of the 
inn 'tis 4 false nose. 

'Tis a true nose, said hts wife, 

'Tis made pf fir-treci said he, I smell the turpep- 
cine.- — ■ 

There's a pimple on it, said she, 

'Tis a dead nose, replied the inn-keeper. 

'Tis a live nose, and if I am alive myself, said the 
inn-keeper's wife, I will touch it. 

I have made a tow to saint Nkohs this day, said 
the stranger, that my nose shall not be touched till — 
Here the stranger, Buspendiog his voic-c, looked up. 
Till when i said she hastily. 

It never shall be touched, Kiid he, ck^ping his bands 
and biinging them close to his bi'rdst, till that hour — 
What hour? cried the inn-keeper's wife. — Never 1 — 
never ! said the stranger, never till I am got — For 

Heaven's sake, into what place;? said she The 

stranger rode away without saying a wotd. 
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The stranger had not got half a league od hia- way 
towards Frankfort before ail the city of Strathurg was 
ID an upro:;r about hi$ nose. Tihe Compline bells were 
just ringing to call the Sirasburgeri to iheir devotions, 
and shut up the duties of the day in prayer : — no toul 
in all Sirasi-urg heard 'em — the city was like a swaim 

of bccB men, women, aod children {the Complinf 

bells tinkling all the time) flying here and there — in 

at one door, out at another this way and th.iE 

way — long ways and cross ways — up one street, 

down another Btreet in at this alley, out of that 

did you see it i did you see it J did yoit see it ? 

O ! did you aee it ? w)io saw it ? who did see 

it i /ur mercy's sake, who saw it ? 

Alack o'day ! I was at vespers ! — T was washing, I 
was starching, I was scouring] I was qmlting-^^-God 
help me! I never saw it 1 never tmich'd it! 



-would I had been a centinel, a bandy-tegg'd 
drummer, a trumpeter, a trumpeter''6 wife^ waa the 
general cry and lamentation in every street and corner 
of StfOiLtirg. 

Whilst all this confusion and disorder triumphed 
throughout the great city of Strasbtirg, was the cour- 
teoua stranger going on as gently upon his mule in 
h'\s way tO Fremifort, as if he had no concern at all in 

the affair talking all the way he rode in broken 

sentences, Bometimea to his mule— sometimes to him- 
self— so metimts to his Julia. 

O Juha, my lovely Julia! — nay I cannot stop to let 

thee bite that thisde that ever the suspected tongue 

of a rival should have robbed rae of enjoyment when I 
was upon the point of tasting tt* 



-Pugh ! — 'tis nothing but a thistle — never mind 



it thou shalt have a better supper at dight. 

Bani^hM froni my country my friends 

from thee,- 
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Poor de^il, thou'rt sadly (ired wilh thy journey ! 
-come — get on a little fajiter — there's nothing in 



my cloak-bag but two ahirts ,i crirason-satun pair 

of breeches, and a fringed Dear Julia i 

But why to Frankfort ? — is it that there is a 

hand unfrlt, which secretly la conducting me through 
these meanders and unsuspected tracts? 

Stumbling ! by aaioi Nicolas t every etep — 

why, at thifl rate we shall be all night in getting 

in 

-To happinesft or am T to be the sport of 



I 



fortune and slander— destined to be driven forth un- 

COnvLcied unheard untouch'd if hO, why 

dj'd I not Btay at Strasfiurg, where justice — but I had 
sworn ! Come, thou shalt drink — 10 St Nkolaj — O 

Julia! What dost thou |>fick up thy ears al^ 

'tis nothitig but a man, 8cc. 

The stranger rode on communing tn this manner 
with his ttiulc and Julia — till he arrived at hi* inn, 

where, ga aonn as he arrived, be alighted saw 

his mule, a& he had promised it, taken good caj-e of 

took off hia c!oak-bag, with his crimsOn-sattin 

breeches, &c,, tn it — called for an omelet to hia supper, 
went to hiS bed about twelve o'clock, and in five 
aiifiutes fell fast asleep. 

It was about the same hour when the tumult in 
Strashurg being abated for that night, — the Sirarhurgm 
had all got quietly into their beds — but not -like the 
stranger, for the regt either of their minds or bodies; 
queen Mah, like an elf as she was, had taken the 
stranger's noae, and without reduction of its bulk, had 
that night been at the palna of slitting and dividing 
it into 28 many nnaea of diilereot cuts and f^iiions, as 
there were heads in Slrasburg to hold them. The 
abbess of Quedltngberg, who with the four great dig- 
nitaries of her chapter, the prioress, the deancss, the 



so 



THE LIPB AND OPINIONS 



Bub-chaatreES, and senior canoness, had ihat week come 
to Strajhurg to consult the university upon a case of 

conscience relating to their placket-holes was ill 

all the night. 

The courteoua stranger'a noae hsd got perched apon 
the top of the pineal gland of her brain, and made such 
rouBing work in the fanciea of the four great dicni- 
laries of her chapter, they could not get a wink of fiTeep 

the whole night thro' for it ^there was no keepin, 

a limb still amongst them ia short, they got 

like 80 many ghoats. 

The peoitciiriariea of the third order of saint Franci, 

the mina of mount Calvary the Prxmomlra- 

Itasei tlie Clumenju* the Carthusianj, and all 

the scTcrer orders of nuns who lay that night in 
blankets or hair-cloth, were still in a worse condition 
than the abbess of QucdftngbtTg — by tumbling and 
tosstng, and tossing and tumbling from one side of their 

beds to the other the whole night long the several 

wsterhoodj had ecratch'd and maul'd themselves all to 

death.^ they got out of their beds almost fiay'd alive 

— every body thought saint Antmy had visited thon 
for probation with his file- — —they had never onccj in 
fihorti shut their eyes the whole night long from vespci'a 
to matins. 

The EUOB of saint Ursula acted the wisest — tijcj" 
never attempted to go to bed at all. 

The dean of Stratburg, the prebencSariea, the capr 
lulars and domiciliara [capilularly assembled in the 
morning to consider the case of butter'd buns) all 
wished they had tollowed the nuns of saint tfrsula*j 
exam pie. ' 

In the hurry and confusion every thing had been in 
the night before, the bakers had all forgot to lay their 

" Nafin SlBVkttitrgim means (he Benedictine nuns of. 
Clun)/t founded in Uk yvac gv^. by Odo. abW de Cluny. 
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leaveo — Lbere were no butter'd bunj to be had for 
breakfast in all Sirasburg — the whole close of the 

cathedral was in one eternal coiEimouoD such a 

cause of restlessness and disquietude, and ftuch a 
zealoLts in^juiry into the cause of thut reBtlea«Dea5, h»d 
never happened in Strojiurg, since Martin Luihtr, with 
his doctrines, had ciirned the city upside down. 

If the stranger's nose took this liberty of thrusung 
himself thus into the diahea* of religious orders, Sic, 
what a carnival did his nose make of it, !□ those of the 
laity ! — 'tis more than my peoj worn to the stump as it 
is, has power to describe ; tho' I acknowledge, [cries 
iSlawkeabergiuB, luith more ga'uty of tbsught than J eouid 
havi expected frsm him) that there is many a good 
simile now subsisting in the world which might give 
my countrymen some idea of it; but at the clo-ae of 
such a folio as this, wrote for their sakes, and in which 

I have spent the greatest part of my life tho' I own 

to them the simile is in being, yet would it not be un- 
reasonable in them to expect I should have either time 
or incliniition to search lor it? Let it suilice to aay, 
that the riot and disorder it occasioned in the Strat- 
burgtri" fantasies was so general — such an overpowering 
mastership had it got of all the faculties of the Strm- 
burgert' minds^ao many strange thingSj with equal 
confidence on all sides, and with equal eloquence in all 
places, were spoken and sworn to concerning it, that 
turned the whole stream of all discourse and wonder 
towards it — every aoul, good and bad — rich nnd poor 

— learned and utJeaftied— — doctor and student 

mistress and maid -getiileand simple nun's Seah 

and woman's fieah, in Slrasbarg speat their time ia 

• Mr Sha})ity't compliments to orators ia very sensible 

llial Slazvitairr^us iias here changed his melaphor 

which he is very guilty of: thai. *^ ^ translator. Mr Shandy 

hiLs all along done what he could to make him slick lo it— but 
thai hrre 'twas impossible. 
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hearipg tidings about it — every eye in Sirashurg lan- 
guished to see ic— — every finger-- every thumb in 

Simsburg burned tq touch it. 

Now what might add, if any thing m^y be thought 
necessary to add, to so vehement a desire-^waa this, 
that the centinel, the bandy-legg'd drummer, the 
trumiieter. tlie trumpeter's wife, the burgomaater'a 
widow, the master of the ino, and the master of the 
inn's wife, how widely soever they all ditfered every 
one from another ta their testimonies and description of 
the stranger's nose — they all agreed together in two 
points— namely, that he was gone to Frani/orr, and 
would not return to Siraiburg tHj that day month ; and 
secondly, whether hia nose was true or false, that the 
stranger himself was one of the most perfect paragons 
of brauty — the finest-made man — the most genteel ! — 
the most generous of his purae — the most courteous in 
hia carriage, that had ever entered the gates of Stras- 
hurg — that as he rode, with scymetar slung loosely to 
his wnst, thro' the streets — and walk»l with his 
crimson -sattin breeches across the parade — 'twas with 
so sweet an air of careless modesty, and so manly 

withal as would have put the heart in jeojiardy 

(had his nose not stood in his way) of every virgin 
who had cast her eyes upon him. 

I call not upon that heart which is a stranger to the 
throbs and yearnings of Curiosity, sa ejtcited, to justify 
the abbesa of Qucdiingberg, the prioress, the deatiesa, 
and B lib -chan tress, fot sending at AOOe-day for the 
trumpeter's wife : she went through the streets of 
Straifmrg with her husband's trumpet in her hafid, 
the best apparatus the straitnesa of the time Would 
allow her, for the illustration of her theory — she staid 
no longer than three days. 

The centinel and bandy-legg'd drummer ! 

nothing OD this side of old Athens coutd e^oal them ! 
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they read their lectures under the city-gates to comers 
and goers, with 8.11 the pomp of a Chryiippui and a 
Cratitor m their porticos. 

The master of the inn, with his ostler on his 
left-tiand, read hia also in the same stile — under the 
portico Or gateway of hia Stable- yard— his wife, hers 
more priTately in a back room ; all flocked to ihdr 
lectures ; hOl promjJCUOusly^ — but to this or that, as 
is ever the way, as faith and credulity itiarshal'd them 

in 2 word, each Ssraihurger came croudiag for 

iDtetligenCe and every Slratburgtr had the intelK- 

gcnCe he wanted. 

'Tia vorth reroarking, for the beoefit of all demon- 
strators in natui'al philosophy, &C., that as soon as the 
lru.mpeter*» wife had Eiiished the abbe;^ of QuctH'mg- 
hcrg's private lecture, and had begyn tq read in public, 
which sh'? did upon a stool in tlie middle of the great 
parade,— — she iocuinnioded the other demopstrators 
fTiainly, by gaining incontinently the [no's? fashioMMe 

part of the city of Strojburg for her auditory 

Eut when a demonstrator in philosophy (cries SlatV' 
ienkrjiuf) has a trumpet for an apparatus, pray whjt 
rival in science can pretend to be heard besides 
him ? 

Whilst the uolearned, thro' these cooduils of intclli^ 
geace, were all buried in getting down to the boi^toni 

of the well, where Truth keeps her litde court 

were the learned io Uieir way as busy Iq pumping 

her up thro' the conduits of dialect ioduciion 

they concerned themselves not with facts they 

reasoned 

Not one profession had thrown mcpre light ujion 
this subject than the Faculty — had not ail their 
diBputeiB: about it run into the afliiir of Wem and ccde- 
matouB sweliinga, they could not keep clear of them 
for their bloods and souls the stran^er'si nose 
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had nothing to do either with wens or ccdematous 
I we] lings. 

It was demonstrated however »ery aatisfectorily, 
that such a ponderous mass oi hcterogeneo^is matter 
could not be congested and conglomerated to the nose, 
whilst tlie infant W3B in Ultre, without destroyiEg the 
aiatical balance of the fcetus, and throwing it plump 
upon iu head nine months before the time. 

The opponents granted the theory they 

denied the coosei^uences. 

And if a suiuble provision of veins, arteries, &c., 
said they, was not laid in, fbr the due nourishment of 
such a DDse, in the very first stanuna and rudiments of 
its formattoDr before It came into the world (bating the 
case of Wens) it could no: regularly grow and he 
sustained afterwards. 

This was ail answered by a diasertatlon upon nutri- 
ment, and the elTect which nutriment had in exteudbg 
the vessels, and in the increase and prolongation of 
the muscular parts to the greatest growth and expansion 
imaginable — In the triumph of which theory, they 
went so far as to afhrm, that there was no cause in 
nature, why a nose might not grow to the size of the 
man himself. 

The respondents satisfied the world this event could 
never happen to them so long aa a man had hut one 

stomach and one pair of lunga For the stomach, 

baid they, being the only organ destined for the 
reception of food, and turning it into chyle — and the 
lunga the only engine of Banguificabon — it could possibly 
worlt off no more, than what the appetite brought it : 
or admitting the possibility of a man's overloading 
his stomach, nature had set bounds however to his 
lungs — the engine was of a determined size and 
strength, and could elaborate but a certain quantity in a 
given time that is, it could produce just as much 
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blood as was sufficient for one single man, and no 

more ; ao that, if there was aa much nose aa man 

they pro^ved a mortification must neccssririly enauc ; 
snd forasmuch as there could not he a auppart for both, 
that the nose must either fall off" from the man, or the 
man inevitably fall off from his nose. 

Nature accommodates hcrfielf to thede emergencies, 
cried the opponents — else what do you say to the case 
of a whole stomach — a whole pair of lunga, and but 
halfi man, when both his legs have been unfortunately 
shot off? 

He dies of a plethora, Kiid they — or must spit 
blood, and in a fortnight or three weeks go off \n a. 

consumption. 

■ It happena otherwise — replied tfie oppo- 



neilts.- 



It ought tiott Baid they.. 

The more curious and intimate inquirers after nature 
and lier doings, though they went hand in hand a good 
way together, yet they all divided about the nose at 
last, almost as much as the Faculty itseJf. 

They amicably laid it dowu, that there was a just 
and geometrical arrangement and proportion of the 
several parts of the human frame to lis several des- 
tinations, offices, and functions, which could not be 
traQBgressed but within certain limits — that nature, 

though she sported she sported within a certain 

circle ;- — and they could not agree about the diameter 

of it- 

The logicians stuck much closer t<j the point before 

them than any of the classes of the literati ; they 

besao and ended with the word Nose ; and had it not 
been for a ptt'ttio princlpii, which one of the ablest of 
them ran his head agaiuat in the beginning of the 
combat, the who!c controversy had been settled at 
once. 
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A ncwe, argued the logician, cannot bleed without 
blood— and not only blood — but blood circiiladng in it 
to supply the [thEnomenon with a euccesaion of drops 
— (a atream being but a quicker successiion of drops, 

that h incloded, said he). Now death, continuEd 

the logician, being nathing but the stagnation of the 
bloo d 

I deny the definition Death is the reparation of 

the soul from the body, said his antagonist Then 

W« don't agree about our weapons, said the logician 
— Then there is an end of the dispute, replied the 

The civilians were still more concise : what they 
offered being more in the nature of a decree t han 

a dispute. 

Such a moQstrouB cose, said they, had it been x 
iLiie nose, could not possibly have been aufFcrcd in 

civil society and if falae — to impose upon society 

with such false signs and tokens, was a sull greater 
vioUtion of its rights, 2nd must liave had »tili less 
mercy shewn it. 

The only objection to chis was, that if it proved 
any thing, it proved the stranger's EOae was neither 
true nor klsp. 

This left room for the controecrsy (o go on. It 
was maintained by the advocates of th? ecclesiastic 
coun, that there was nothing to inhibit a decree, since 
the stranger ex mtra motu had confeflsed he had been 
Rt the Promontory of Noses, and had got one of the 

goodliest, &c. &c. ^To this it was answeredf it 

was impossible there should be auch a place as the Pio- 
montory of Noses, and the learned be ignorant where 
it lay. The commissary of the bifihop of Slra^hirg 
undertook the advocates, explained this matter in a 
treatise upon proverbial phrases, shewing them, that 
the Promontory of Nofics was a mere allegorick ex- 
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pression, importing no more than that natme had given 
him a long nose : in procf of which, with great learo- 
ing, he cited the underwritten authorities,* which had 
decided the point iacontestably, had it not appeared 
that a dispute about some franchises of dean aDil chap-^ 
Cer-lands had been determioed by it nlDececn years 
before. 

It happened 1 must not say unluckily for Truth, 

because they were giving her a lift another way in bo 

doing; that the two umversiliea of Slraibur^ the 

Zu^i^iTn, founded in the year IJ33 by Jiuro/fuj Stirmti, 

couHBellor of the aenate, and the Popitb, founded by 

Leopold^ arch-duke of Aiutria, were, during all this 
time, employing the whole depth of their knowledge 
(except juat whiit the aJfair of the abbess of Quedtmg- 

Arrj'i placket-holes required) in determining the 

point ai MartM Luiher*! damnation. 

The Pophh doctora had undertaken to demonstrate 
a priaAy that fr&m the necessary influence of the planets 

on the twenty-accond day of Ostshtr 1483 when 

the moon was in the twelfth house, Jupiter, Mars, and 
I-^cniis: in the third, the Sun^ Saturn, and Mercury, all 
got together in the fourth — that he must in course, 
aod unaroidably, be a damn'd man — and that hia 

* Nanoulli ei: nostrutibus eadem locruendi fomn^ qfin, 

Quiniino & LoKists & Canonistos Vid. Parce Bame Jai in 

d. L. Provincial. Coiistitul. rie conjee, vid. Vol Lib. 4. TiluL 
I. n. 7. quA eliam in re conspir. Om de Proraontorio- Nas. 
Tichmalc, ff. d. til. 3. fal. l8g. passim. Vid. tilos. de contra- 
(lend. Eitipl. fifc necnon J. Scnidr, in sap, g reJut. per loium. 
Ciun \m eons, Rever, 1, Tubal. St'nlem. & Ptov, cap, g. fF. 
It. la. obiier, V. & Libmm, cui Til. de lerris & Phras. Belg. 
ad fincm, cum coramint. N, Bardy Belg. Vid. Scrip, ArgEii.- 
loiarena, de Attliq, Ecc in Episc, Arcbiv. 6d coll. per Von 
Jacobum Koinshoven Folia Acgent. 1383. pisedp. a-cj Bneni, 
Quibus add. Rebuff in L. obvcmrc de Signif. Nom. (T. foL & 
de jure Genl, & Civil, de prolib. aliena feud, per fedeia, itsU 
Jotia. Luxius In protegom. qiicm velim videaa, de AriaSy, Cap, 
1, a, 3. Vid. \6fs^ 
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doctrincB, by a direct corollary, miiJt be damn'd doc- 
trines too. 

By inspection into his horoscope, where live pbnets 
were in coition all at once with Scorpio* (in reading 
this my father would always shake hie head^ in the 
ninth house, which the AraUant allotted to rehgion — it 
appeared that Martin Lusher did not care one stiver 

about the matter and that from the horoscope 

directed to the conjunction of Mart — they made it 
plain likewise he must die cursing and blaGpheming- 



with the blast of wtiich his soul (being neep'd in 
guilt) sailed before the wind, in the lake ot heEI-nre. 

The little objection of ihe Luthiran doctors to this, 
was, that it muat certainly be the soul of another man, 
bora Oct, 22, 83, which was forced to sai3 down 
b^orc the wind in that manner — ina.smLich as it 
appeared from the register of hlahm in the county 
of Mansfchi that Luther was not born in the year 
I4S3, but la 84 j and not on the zzA day of Octoherf 
but on the lOth of Novemher, the eve of Maftinmoi 
day, from whence he had the oame of Mariin. 

\^ 1 must break off my tranilation for a; moment ; 

for if I did not, t know I should 00 more be able to 
shut my eyes in bed, thafl the abbess of QuedBnghci^ 

It EG to tell the reader, that fliy fitther never rea:d 

this passage of Slatvirnhrrgnis tq my uncle Tohy, but 

with triumph not over my uncle Taiy, for he 

never opposed him ia it — - — but over the whole 
world. 

■ H»c mira, satisque horrenda. Planetamm coiiio sub 
Scorpio Asierijmo in nona cceli siationc, quam .\rabes religioni 
depuiabant effi*^il .^fareiium Lulkc-uiK saanlegum hcreticum, 
CnristiHiPtB reUgionis hosiem acemmum aiquc prophatium, KX 
horOW>pl direciioneaii Maniscoitum.religiosissimus obiit, ejus 
AninM Mslestissinva ad infcmos navigaiit— ab Alcclo, TiajJiorte 
A M«g«ni flagellis ig^nels cmciftiz peienniier. 

L<4cns Gaurieus in Tmasiu astrolopcD de prseleritis 

uiuUorurn honiiumn accideniibus per geniiuras c--caniJnatis. 
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— Now you Bee, brother To^j/, he would say, looking 
up, "that chrisdan names are uac such IndifTerent 

things ; " hfld Luther here been called by any 

other name but Martin, he would have been damn'd 

to all eternity Not that I look upon Martin, 

he would add, as a good name far from it 

'tis something better than a Qeutral, and but a littlc- 



yet little aa it is, you see it was of some service to 
him. 

My father knew the weakness of this prop to his 
hypothesis, as well as the best logicia,!! could she-w 

him yet so strange is the weakness of man at the 

same dme, as it fell in his way, he cautd not for his 
life but make use of it ; and it was certainly for this 
reason, that though there are many atorics iti Hafttt 
Slavitmhergms' I Decads flill as entertaining as this 
I am translating, yet th^re is not o^ne amongst them 

which my father read over with half the delight 

it flattered two of his fitra,nge6t hypotheses together 

his Names and his Noses. 1 will be bold to say, 

he might have rend al! the books in the j^kxaitdtitiH 
Librairy, had not fate taken other care of them, and not 
have met with a hook or passage in one, which hit two 
such nails as these upon the head at one stroke.] 

The two universities of Strashurg were hard tugging 
at this affair of Luther's navigation. The Pratestant 
doctors had demonstrated, that he had not sailed right 
before the wind, as the Popish doctors had pretended) 
and as every one knew there was no sailing full in the 
teeth of it — they were going to settJe, in caae he had 
sailed, how many points he was off; whether Martin 
had doubled the cape, or had fallen upon a Ice-shore ; 
and no doubt, as it was an efl'^mry of much edilication, 
at least to those who undccGtaOci this :&ort of navigation, 
they had gone on with it in spite of the siie of the 
stranger's nose, had not the size of the strangci's noss 
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drawn off the attention of the world from what they 
were about it was their buainesB to follow. 

The abbess of Qindrmgherg and her four dignitartes 
was no stop; for the enormity of the stranger's noee 
runoing full as much in thetr fanci:ea aa their caae of 

CoflBcience the atTair of their placket-holes kept 

cold — in a word, the printers were ordered to distribute 
their types a.11 Controveraiea dropp'd. 

''Twafi A fic^uarc Cap with a silver tassel upon the 
crOwfi of it — to a Dut-ahell — to have guessed on which 
side of the nose the two universities would split- 

■*Tis ahove reason, cried the doctors on one side. 

^Tis below reason, cried the others. 

'Tis iaith, cried one. 

'Tja a fiddJe-stick, said the other, 

'Tis possible, cried the one, 

'Tis impossible, said the other. 

God's power is inHnite, cried the Nosarians, he can 
do any thing. 

He can do nothing, replied the Antiaosarians, 
which implieB contradictions. 

He can make matter think, said the Kosarians. 

As certainly as you can make a velvet cap out of a 
sow's ear, r>eplied the Aniinosariana. 

He cannot make two and iwa (tee, replied the 
Popish doctors. 'Tia false, said their other oppo- 
nents. 

Inilinite power ib infinite power, «aid the doctors 
who maintained the rfolity of the rose. — It extends 
only to all possible things, rejilied the Lutherans. 

By God in heaven, cried the Fopi&h doctors, he can 
make a nose, if he thinks fit, as big as the steeple of 
Siraiburg. 

Now the steeple of Ssraihirg being the biggvat and 
the tallest church-Bteeple to be seen in the whole 
wor!d, the Anunosarianj denied that a nose of 575 gco- 
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metriczl fen in length could be worn, at least by a 

middle-siz'd man The Popish doctors swore it 

could — The Linhrran doctors «aid No ; — it coold not. 

This at once sarted a new dispute, which they pur- 
sued a great way, upon the extent and Uinicauon ot the 
moral and natural attributes of God — That controversy 
led them tiaiurally iDto Thomas Aqumof, and Tbomas 
^quinoj to the devil. 

The etranger's nose was no more heard of in the 
diapute — it just served as a frigate to launch them into 

the gulph of school -divinity -«nd then they all sailed 

b^efore the wind. 

Heal ia tn proportion to the want of true know- 
ledge. 

The c-ontrovcrsy about the attributes, &lz., instead of 
cooling) on the contrary had inflamed the Slratburger/ 

imagtnatione to a most inordinate degree The less 

they understood of the matter, the greater was their 
wonder about It — -they were left in all the diBtreaaea of 

desire unsatiafied saw their doctors, the Parchmml- 

arians, the Brasianam, the Turfrntarians, on one side 
— the Popish doctors on the otlier, like Paniagmel inA 
hia companions in quest of the oracle of the bottle, all 
embarked out of sight. 

The poor Slrafhurgerj left upon the beach ! 

What was to be done J — No delay — the uproar 

increased— — every one in disorder the city gates 

set open. 

Unfortiinate Slraihurgen .' was there io the store- 

hoaee of nature was there in the lumbcr-rooms 

of learning was there in the great arsenal of 

chance, one single engine left undrawn forth to torture 
your curiositiesj and stretch your desires, which was 
not pointed by the hand of Fate to play upon your 

hearts ? 1 dip not roy pen into my ink. to excuse the 

Surrender of yourselves^ 'tts to write your paoegyrick. 
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Shew mt 4 city bo macerated with cKpecucion- 
who neither eat, or drank, or slept, or praj-ed, pr^ 
hearltened to the cal!e either of religicm or nature for 
leren-and-twemy days together, who could hay? hel 
out one day longer. 

On the twenty-eighth the courteous stranger ha 
promispd to return to Strasiurg. 

Seveo thousand coaches (S^atviettlergiu-i must cer- 
tainly have made some mistake in his numeral char- 
acters) 7000 coaches 1 5,000 single-horse chairs — 

2C,000 waggons, crowded as full as they could all hold 
with ficnatora, counsellors, syndicks — bcguines, widows, 
wives, Tlrgic^, canons, concubinps, a]J in ih-eir coaches 
— The abbesa of Qued/in^lvr^, with the prioress, the 
deanesa and &ub-chaEtreas, leading the procesnon 
one coach, and the desn of Straiburg, with the fo 
great dignitaries of his chapter^ 00 her ieft-band- 
rest following higglety-pigglety as they could ; some 

on horEcback eoTtjeou toot some led-^= — some" 

driven some down the Rbint some this way 

— — some that — —all set out at sun-rise to meet the^B 
courteous stranger on the road, ^H 

Haste we now towards the catastrophe of my tale 
I say CalditrDphe (cries Slaiuienhergius) inas- 
much as a tale, with parts rightly disposed, not only 
rcjoiceth [^gaudei') in the Catastrophe and Penpciia of 
a Drama, but rejoiceth moreover iu all the essential 

and integraut parts, of it it has its Protasis, Epiiasis^ 

Oaiastasisy its Calaslrophe or Peripelin growing on^^| 
out of the other in it, in the order jirulollf first plantetP^B 
thcm^— -without which a tale had better never be told 
at all, says Slatajtenbtrgiui, but be kept to a man's self,. 

In all my ten taleS] in ati my ten decads, have 
Sla-wienhcrgiiis tied down every talc of ihcm as tightl] 
to ihia tale, as I have done this of the stranger and hL 
nose. 
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From his first parley ■with the centincl, to his 

leaving the city of Siraj&urg, after pulling off his 
crimson -sattio pair of breeches, is the Protasis or first 

entrance where the characters of the Person* 

Dramalir are just touched in, and the subject shghtiy 
begun. 

The Epitas:sy wherein the action is moie fully 
entered upon and heightened, till it arrives at its ^te 
or height called the Cuiajtasii, s.nd which usually takes 
up the zd and 3d act, is included within that buEy 
period of my talc, betwixt the first night's uproar about 
the nose, to the coaclusion of the trumpeter's wife's 
leccurps upcn it In the middle of the grand parade: 
and from the Urat embarking of the learned in the dis- 
pute — to the doctors finally sailing away, and leaving 
the Strasburgert upon the b^ach in distress^ is the 
Calatiaiu or the ripening of the cocidpnts and passions 
for their bursting forth in the fifth act. 

This commences with the setting out of the Slrar- 
lur^ers in the Franhfori road, and terminates in un- 
winding the labyrinth and bringing the hero out of a 
Btate of agitauon (aa ^mtode calls it) to a state of 
rest and quietness. 

This, says Hafen Siawitnlergiuj, constitutes the 
Cataiirophe or Ptnj>ctia of my tale — and that is the 
pan of it I am going to relate. 

We left the stranger behind the curtain asleep 

he enters now upon the stage. 

— What dost thou prick up thy ears at? — 'tia 

nothing but a man upon a horse was the last word 

the stranger uttered to his mule. It was not proper 
then to tell the reader, that the mule took his master's 
word for it ; and without any more ip or ands, let the 
tr:ivellt;r and his horse pass by. 

The traveller was hastening with all diligence to get 
to Straiburg that night. What a fool am I, said the 
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traveller to himself, when be had rode about a. league 
farther, to ihink of getting iato Strariur^ this night. — 

Sirasbur^ ! the great Siraiburg ! Strcuburg, the 

capital of all Thalia I Sfrtuburgt an imperial city ! 
Sirashtirg, a sovereign sDte! Ssrasharg, garrisoned 
with five ihousand of the best troopa in a]J the world ! 
— Alag ! if I was at the gates of Sirashtts-g this 
moment, I could not gain admittance into It for a 

ducat — nay a ducat and half — 'tia too much ■ 

better go back to the last inn I have passed than 

He I know not where or give I know not what. 

The traveller, as he made these reflECtions in his mind, 
turned his horse's head about, and three minufea after 
the Btranger had been conducted into hia chamber, he 
arrived at nhe same inn, 

We have bacoa in the houte, said the host, 

and bread and till eleven o'clock, this night had 

three eggs in it but a atranger, who arrived an hour 

ago, has had them dreaScd into an Omelet, and we have 
n oth ing. ■ 

Alas! flaid the Cravcller, hajrassed as I am, I want 
nothing but A bed. - ■■-! have one as soft as is in 
j^lsalja, aaid the host.. 



-The stranger, continued he, should have slept 
in it, for 'tis my best bed, but upon the score of hi* nose. 

He has got a deduxion, said the traveller. 

■ Not that I know, cried the hoBt. But 'tis a 

camp-bed, and Jar'm!o^ said he, loukiog towards the 
maid, imagined there w;3s not room in it to turn his 

nose io,'- Why so? cried the traveller, starting 

back. — It ts KO long a nose, replied the host, The 

traveller fixed his eyes upon Jacima, then upon the 
ground — kneeled upon his right knee — had jua: got hia 

hand laid upon hi» breast Trifle not wiiJi my 

anxiety, said he, rising up again. 'Tis no trifle, 

■aid Jatinla, 'tis the most glorious noae! The 
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traveller fell upco ha knee again — laid his hand upon 
hts breast — ^then, said he, looking up to heavea, thou 
ha^ conducted me to the eod Qi my pilgrimage — 'Tis 

The traveller was the brother of the JuSa, to often 
icivoked that night by the stranger »b he rode from. 
Straiharg upon bis mule ; and was come, an her part, 
id quest of him. He had accompnied h\& sister from 
I-'aiadotid jiziosi the Pyrenean mountatna through Fraacty 
and had many an entangled akein to wind off in purauit 
of him through the many meandem and abrupt turninga 
of a lover's thorny tracks. 

Jidia had sunk under it and had not been 

able to go a seep farther than to Lyons, where, with the 
many disquietudes of a tender heart, which all talk of 

-but few feel — she sicken'd, but had just strength 

to write a letter to Diego ; and having conjured her 
brother never to see her face till he had found him 
out, and put the letter itito bii hands, Jalia took to 
her bed. 

FernoiiJi^ (for that was her brother's namej' ■ 

tho' the camp-bed waa as soft as any one in Ahiue, 

yet he could not shut hi3 eyes in iL As soon aa it 

was day he rose, and hearing Diego was nBen too, he 
entered his chamber, atid discharged hi* sister's com- 
misaidQ. 

The letter was as follows : 

"Seig. DtEGo, 

""Whether my suspicioos of your nose were justly 

excited or sot 'tjs not now to inquire — it ia 

enough I have not had firmness to pyt them to farther 
tryal. 

" How could I know 80 little of myaelf, when I sent 
my Dttgnna iu forbid your coniLtig more under my lat- 
tice? Or how could I know so little of y*^'^* ^^'S°' ^^ 
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! u ctpal to that of |>oetr7 id tach cooflicta 

which as often direct* lu to remedtet a* to 
■t, haviog thrown a piece of charcoal into the 
- —2)i^ availed hinuelf of it, and whilat the 
getting ready his muie, he eased his mind 
; the wall as follow3L 



ODE 

Rarth and tmtuneftd art ibe nt^a of kve. 

Unlet t tmf Jnlia ttriktt the key. 
Her haid ahne can touch the pari, 

Whose dulcet move- 
ment cAamu the hearty 
And fffoenu oB the man with tyn^athttici tway. 

Zd. 
OJnlia! 

The lines were very natural for they were 

■XttfaiDg at all to the purpose, says Slawkenberghtj, and 

til a pity there were no more of them ; but whether it 
>aa that Seig. Diego was aIow in composing verses — or 

the hostler qnick in saddling mtiles is not averred ; 

Certain it was, that Diego's mule and Fenuuidm's hone 
Were ready at the door o( the inn, before Dirgo was 
Kady for his second stanza ; so without staying to finish 
Us ode, they both mounted, sallied forth, passed the 
fihinet traversed Alsace, shaped their course towards 
^yont, and before the Straihurgers and the abbess of 
'^veMingherg had set out on their cavalcade, had 
^anande%^, Diego, and hb JuTta, crossed the Pyrenean 
Qountains, and got safe to ValadoBd. 

"V'vt needless to inform the geographical reader, that 
rhen Diego was in Spain, it was not possible to meet 
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the cqurteous stTinget" in the Franifort road ; Jl is 
enough to say, that of all restless desires, curionty 

being the etroogest the Strasfitirgtrs fch the fill! 

force of vl; and that for three days and pighu they 
were tossed tP and fro in the Frankfi/rl rOad, With the 
tempestuous fury of this passion, before they could 
eubmil to return home. — - — -When aJas! an event was 
prepared for them, of all other, the most grievous that 
could befal a free people. 

Ae this revolution of the Strajhar^ers' afSaire is often 
epoketj of, aiid little underitood, I will, in tea words, 
says Slawitmbtrgiuj, give the world an explanatiaa of 
it, aod wiih it put an end to my tale. 

Every body knows of the grand system of Universal 
Monarchy, wrote by order of Mods. Cslbert, and put 
iit manuscript imta the hands of Levfit the founeenth, 
in the year ir'6+. 

'Tis aa wclil J:nawn, that one branch out of maity of 
tlinC ByBCCRi, was the getting posGesaion of Ssrasbar^, to 
favour an entrance at aill ttnie^ Into Suahia, in order to 
disturb the quiet of Germany and that in conse- 
quence of diia plan, Scraibarg unhapplEy fell at kngch 
into their hands. 

It is the lot of a few to trace out the true springs 
of this and such like revolutions — The vulgar look too 

high for them — Stai^gmen look too low Truth 

(for once) lies in the middle. 

What a fatal thing is the popular pride of a free 
city ! cries one historian — The Sinnbufgert deemed it 
a diminucion of their freedom to receive ao imperial 
ganiaon ao fell a prey to a Fteach one. 

The fate, says another, of the Stta^bur^cn^ may be 
a warning to all free people to save their money. 

'They anticipated their revenues brought 

themselves under taxes, exhausted their strength, and 
in the end became so weak a people, they had not 
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strength to keep their gates shut^ aad to the French 
pu§hed therti Open* 

Alas ! Ahs 1 criea Sla^ienhergius, 'twaa nOt llic 

Frmth, 'twas CUiUOSlTY pushed them open — - 

The French indeed, who are ever upon the catch, when 
th-ey 8^w the Sirasbur^tn, men, women, and children, 
all marched out to follow the stranger's nose- — -each 
man followed his own, and marched in. 

Trade and manufactures have decayed and gradually 
grown down ever since — but not from any cause which 
commercial heads have assigned; for it ie owing to 
this only, that Noses have eve-r so run in their heads, 
that the Strail>tirgers could not follow their biisioets. 

Alas ! alas I cries Sla'whmhr^inij making an ex- 
clamation — it is not the 6r6t— and I fear will not 

be the last fortress that has been either won or lost 

by Noses. 

THE EHD OF 

Slaiutenbtrgius' I TalE. 



w 



chapter \. 

ITH all this learning upon Noses 
perpetually Jn my father's fancy- 



runmag 
-with so 



many family prejudices — and ten decads of 

such tales running on for ever along with ibem 

how was it possible with such exquisite — — was it a 

true nose ? That a man with such exquisite feeling* 

as my father had, could bear the shock st all below 
stairs - --or indeed above stairs, in any other posture, 
but the very posture I have described ? 

- — —Throw yourself down upon the bed, a dozen 
times taking care only to place a looking-glass 
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first in 3 chair on one ride of it, before you do it — But 
was the sCrangec's nose a true nose, or was it a false 
one i 

To tell that before-hand, madam, would be m do 
injury to one of the best tales m the Christian-world ; 
and that is the tenth of the tenth decad, which im- 
mediately follows this. 

This talc, cried Siawttnhcr^'iuj, Gomf?vvhat exult- 
ingly, has been reserved hy me for the concluding 
tale cf my whole work; knowing right well, that 
when I shall have told it, and my reader shal! have 
read it thro' — 'twould be even high time for both of 
us to shut up the book; Inasmuch, continues Sld-oiien- 
itT^iuft as I know of no taJe which could posaibly CTcr 
go down after it. 

*Tis a tale indeed ! 

This sets out with the first interview in the inn at 
Lyons, when FernanJest. left the courteous stranger and 
his sister Juiia alone in her chamber, and is over- 
written 

The Xntkic acies 
or 

Diego and yulia. 

HeavenBl thou art a strange creature, Slaiuhetilttgtus ! 
what a whimsical view of the involutions of the heart of 
woman hast thou opened ! how this can ever be trans- 
lated, and yet if thia Epecimen of SJawienifrgiuj' s talea, 
and the exquiaitiveneaa of hia moral, should please the 

world — translated shall a couple of volumes be. — 

Else, how thia can ever he translated into good Ettg/hh, 
I have no sort of conception — There seems in some 

paaages to want a sixth aense to do it rightly. 

What can he mean by the lambent pupilabillty of alow, 
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low, dry chat, five notea bellow the naturd tone— — - 
which you know, madam, is IhtHe more than a whisper i 
The moment 1 pronounced the wordsj I could perceive 
an attempt towards a ^ibra^ion in the strings, about the 
region of the heart. The brain made no ac- 
knowledgment,^ There's often no good underBtand- 

ing betwixt 'em — -I felt as if I understood it, 1 

hiid no ideas, The movement codd not be without 

cause. — I'm lost. I can make nothing of it — unless^ 
may it please your worships, the voice^ in that cage 
being Hltle more than a whisper, unavoidably forces 
the eyca to approach not only within ebt. inchca of 
each other — but to !ook into the pupils — is not that 

dangerous ? But it can't be avoided — for to look up 

to the ceiling, in Chat case the two chins nnavoidahty 

meet and to look, down into ench odicf'a lap, the 

foreheads come to immediate eunlact, which at Once 
puts ao end to the conference ^I mean to the senti- 
mental part of it. What ia left, madfici, is not 

worth stooping for. 



MY father lay stretched across the bed as still as if 
the hand of death had pushed him down, for 
a full hour and a half before he began to play 
upon the floor with the toe of that foot which hung 
over the bed-side ; my uOdle 'Taiy's heart was a pound 

lighter for it.— In A few moments, his left-hand, 

the knucktes of which Lid all the time reclined upon 
the handle of the chamber-pot, came to its feeling — he 
thrust it a little more within the valanCe— drew up his 
hand, when he had done, into his bosom — gave a hem ! 
My good uncle To6y, with infinite pleasure, answered 
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it ; and full gladly would have ingrafted a sentence of 
conBoktioQ upoo the opening it afforded ; but having no 
talents, as I eaid, that way, and fearing mgreover that 
he might set out with something which might make a 
bad matter worse, he contented bimsdf wiUi resting his 
chin placidEy upon the cross of his crutch. 

Now whether the compi'CEsioa shortened my uncle 
I'oliy'j face into a more pleasurable oval — or that 
the philiintliropy of his heart, in seeing his brother 
beginning to emerge out of the sea of his afflictions, 

had braced up his muscles so that the compressioii 

upon hifl chin only doubled the benignity which was 

there before, is not hard to decide. My father, in 

turning hia eyes, was etruck with such a gleam of aun- 
flhine in hia face, as melted down the auHennesa of hts 
grief in a moment. 

He broke silence as follows. 



C&spter Hi. 

DID ever man, brother To^, cried my father, 
raising himself upon his elbow, and turning 
himself round to the opposite side of the bed, 
where my uncle Toiy was aittiog in his old fringed 
chaiFj with bis chin resting upon hia crutch— — -did 
ever a poor unfortunate man, brother Tol/y^ cried ray 
father, receive so many lashes? — ^-The most I ever 
Saw given, quoth my uncle Taiy (fiogitig the bell at 
the bed's head for Trim) was to a grefiadier, I think 
in Maclay*t regiment. 

Had my uncle Tal^ shot a bullet through 

my father's heart, he could not base fillen down with 
his nose upon the i^uilt more suddenly. 
Bless me ! paid my uncle Toby, 



OF TRISTRAM SHANDY. 



73 



C&aptf? ill. 

WAS it Ma^kayi reBiraenc, (]uod) iny uncle 
Tsb^, where die poor grenadier waa ao un- 
mercifuUy whipp'd at Bruges about the 
ducaca ? — O Christ! he was innocent! cried Trim, 
with a deep sigh. — And he was whipp'd, may it please 
your honour, almost to death's door. — ^They had better 
have shot him outright, as he begg'd, and he had gone 
directly to heaven, for he waa as innocent as your 

honour. 1 thank thee, Ttlm, quoth my uncle 

Tolty. 1 neTer think of his, continued Inm, and 

my poor brother Tom's tniafonuoea, for we were all 

three achool-fellowa, but I cry like a coward. . 

Tears are no proof of cowardice, Trim.. — I drop theni 

oft-times myself, ciied ray uocle Toly. 1 know 

your honour does, replied 'Trim, and so ain not asli^med 
of it myself. — But to think, may it plc-aae your honour, 
continued Trim, a tear stealing into the Corner of his 
eye as he spoke — lo think of two virtuOua lads wJth 
heartJ as warm in their bodicB, and as honest as God 
could mB.ke them — the children of honest people, going 
forth with gallant spirits to seek their fortunes in tUc 
world — 9.ni fiiU in'.o mzh evils! — 'poor Tern! to be 
tortured upon a rack for nothing — but marrying a Jew's 
widow whq sold sausages — honest DUk Johnson s sgul 
to be scourged out of hie body, for the ducats another 
man put into his knapsack ! — O ! — these are misfortunes, 
cried 2>(m,— pulling out hia handkerchief — theac are 
misfortunes, may it please your honour, worth lying 
down and crying over. 

— My father could not help blushing. 

'T would be a pity. Trim, quoth my uncle Toby, thou 
shouldst ever fe«I sorrow of thy own — thou fceleet it so 
tenderly for others. — Alack-o-dayj replied the corporal. 
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brightening up his face your honour knows I have 

neither wife or cliild 1 can have no sorrowE in thia 

world. My father could not help smiling. — Aa few 

AS any marit TriM, replied my uncle Taiy ,- nor can I 
*ee how a fellow of thy light heart can sufFerj but from 
the distress of poverty in thy old age — when thou art 
passed all Eervices, 7'rim — and hast Outlired thy friends- 

An* please your honour, never fear, replied "Trim, 

chearily. But I would have thee ne^er fear. Trim, 

replied my uncle Tofjy, and therefoie, continued my 
uncle Toby, throwing down his crutch, and getting 
up upon his legs as he uttered the word therefore — in 
recompence, Trim, of thy long fidelity to roe, and 
that goodness of thy heart I have had such proofs 

of — whilst thy master is worth a shilling thou 

Bhalt oever ask elsewhere, Trim, for a penny. Trim 
attempted to thank my uncle 7&^j'— -but had not 

power leara trickled down iii« cheeks fesi« than 

he could wipe them otT— He laid his banti upoa 

hia breast made s bow to the ground^ and ahut 

the door. 

[ have left Trim my bowling-green, cried my 

uncle Tahyv My father smiled, 1 have left 

him moreover a pension, coatiJDQed my uncle Tohy. 
My father looked grave. 



Adapter 1). 

S tluE a lit time, said my fathec to himaelf, to talk of 

pENSEONs: and grenadiers? 
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'HEN my uncle Toby first mentioned the 
grenadier, my father, I aaid, fell down with 
hia- nose flat to the quilt, and as suddenly as 
if my UQcle Toby had «hot him ; but it was not added 
tbat every other limb and member of my father iaataotly^ 
relapsed with hi:s. nose into the same precise attitude io 
which he lay lirsC described ; so that whea corporal 
Ttim left the roomr and my father found liimBelf diji- 
posed to ri^e off the bed — he had all the little pLepara- 
tory moTcmenta to run over agitin, before he could do 

it. Attitudes are nothing, madam 'tis the transition 

from one attitude to anotlier like the preparation 

and resolutioa of the discord into hariaony, which ia 
all in all. 

Fur which reason my father played the same jig 

over again with his toe upon the floor pushed the 

chamber-pot still a little farther within the valance — 
gave a hem — raised himself up upon his elbow — anj 
was just beginning to address himself to my uncle Toly 
— when recollecting the unBucceBsfulaess of hia firac 

Effort in that attitude he got upon hia legs, and in 

making the third turn across the room, he stopped 
short before my uncle TsLy ,- and laying the three first 
fingers of hia right-hand in the palm of hia left, and 
fltoopiiiga litdc, he addressed himself to my uncle Toby 
a,s follows : 
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WHEN I reflect, broilwr Teby^ upon nin ; an 
ukc 3 ricv of th2t dark Gide of him which 
W]iiutuu bis iif« aa open to go maicy causes 
of tniiAb — vhrs I coomdcr, broths Tolj, how ott 
we «ac the bread of afflinJOD, and due we are bom to 

iti as to Uiff ponioD of oor inheriunce 1 was 

boTD la nothing, quoth mr uncle Telj, internipdng my 
father — but my comniitaon. Zooks ! said my father, 
did not iny uncle leave you a bundred and twenty 
poundi a year? ^What could I have done with- 
out it I replied my uncle Tely That's aootlier 

conccrct said my ^cbcr testily — Biit I say, Tohy, when 
one runs orer the catalogue of all the cross-reckonings 
and sorrowful Ilemj with which the heart of man is 
overcharged, "tis wonderful by what hidden resources 
the mind is e&ablnl to stand Out, and bear iiself up, as 
it does, against the impositions kid upon our nature. 

"Tib by the assistance of Almighty God, cried 

my uncle Tohy, looking up, and ptessing the palms of 

his hands close together 'lia not from our own 

strength, brother SLandy a centinel in a wooden 

ceotry-box mii;ht as well pretend to stand it Out 
against a detachment of fifty mep-- W e are up- 
held by the grace aod the assisunce of tlic best of 
Bdngs. 

That is cutting ihc knot, said mj father, in- 
stead of untying it,- But give me leave to lead you, 

brother Toly, a little deeper into the mynery- 

With all my heart, replied my uncle To^. 

My father instantly exchanged the attitude he was 
in, for that in which Socralei i$ so iiqcly painted by 
ka^ael in his school of Athmt ; which your coo- 
naiMearshrp knows is so extjuiaiiely imagined, that 
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even the particular raaaner of the rcasoniDg of Socrates 
is expressed by it — for he holds the fore-finger of his 
ioft-hand between the forc-iinger and tlic thumb of his 
right, and seeiTis lis if he Was saying to the libcrtiEe he 

i^ reciaiming ^" you grant me this and this: 

and this, and this, 1 don'c aslc of you — they foUow of 
ihemselvea in course," 

So stood my father, holding fas: his for-c-fingpr be- 
twixt his linger und his thumb, and reasoning with ray 
ync!e Tahy -as he sat vn his old fringed chair, valanced 

aro«nd with party-coloured worsted bobs O Gar- 

rici !■ — what a rich scene of this would thy exquisite 
powers make ! and how gladly would I wrice such 
another to avail myself of thy immortality, and secure 
my own behind it. 



C'dapter buj. 

THOUGH man IS of all otliers the most curious 
vehicle, siiid my father, yet at the same ttine 
'tis of s-o slight a frame, and 30 tottericigly put 
together, that the sudden jcrksi and hard joatlings it 
unavoidably meets with in this rugged journey, would 

Overset and tear it to pieces a dozen times a day — 

was it not, brother "Toiiy, that there is a; secret Spring 
within us. — Which spring, said my uncle 'Tohy, I take 
to be Religion, — Will that set my child's nose on? 
cried my father, letting go his jingcr, and striking one 
hand against the othcr.^ — — It niak.ee every thing straight 
forua, answered my uncle Tohy. Figuratively speak- 
ing, dear Titly^ it mRy, for awght I know, said my 
father { but the Spring I am speaking of, is that great 
and elastic power within US of counterbalancing evil, 
which, like a secret spring in a wcU-ordered machinej 
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though it can't prereot the ahock a.c Iraet it im- 
poses upOD Dur s<:nBe of ic 

Now, my dear brother, said my father, replacing his 

fore-finger, aa he was coming closer to the point 

had my child arrived safe into die world, unmartyr'd 
ID that jireciotia part of him — fanciful and extravagant 
as I may appear to the world in my opinion of christian 
camca, and of that magic bias which goad or bad namcB 
irresistibly impress upon our characters and conducts — 
Heaven ia witness ! that in the warmest transports of 
my wishes for the prosperity of my child, I never once 
wished to crown his head with more glory and honour 
than what George or Edwaied wodd have spread 
around it. 

But alas ! continujed my father, aa the greatest evil 

has befallen him -I must counteract and undo it 

with the greatest good. 

He shall be chriatened Tr'umr/ulTts, brother. 

I wish it may answer replied my uncle Toiy, 

riis-ing up. 



QD bap tec ip. 

WHAT a chapter of chances, said my father, 
turning himself about upon the first landing, as 
he and my uncle Toby were going down stairs 
■^what a long chapter of chances do' the events of this 
world liy open to us ! Take pen and ink in hand, 

brother Toby, and calcukte it fairly 1 know oo 

more of calculation than this balluster, said my uncle 
Tohy (striking short of it with his crutch, and hitting 
my father a desperate blow sOuse upon his shin-bonej 

'Twas a hundred to onc^-cned my uncle Tohy— 

I thought, quoth my father, {rubbing his shin) yoy had 
kaowD nothing of cakulations, brother Tohy, 'Tis a 



wac rtaBCr, sic arr sicLe ri^-. ^T^ars = a» 




igaoi, — tr rat -wsai zz :int ckt itai 

. zae ncT!= zz 3et fyjg 't alc-nhraM 

to £■■ SI — iJE ? v^ 3C .-^Tam-- ^Whc X Ja::^T 

c hi pny gf t^'^^^ i^ ^s ULici ox I f:c s h» stw! 
■K tfae •rmcBc ex t ' ' "'ti sce jjillWi. niii s irisa I 
bnc am^ a ^ g iii xpcc et 1^3^ viz^inx h. — Htvr 
UK I fi t Mn e d rse vocid x cbccB' « kafc»: T«\> 
cbriy l pi ipa tbe n^ xsd lix m. x x^ caz iA x rnKtata i 

a c]m|4u noa vimSfi : x chiye r cpc^ ndtn ? 

a cb^CET at DOKS : — ^Ko, I hivv done dui — « cKiptvr 
sfoo njr Bocle Tth't modcKT ? to s3t DKhins ot « 
d iif Cg npoD chapun* vtach I vill tinJih betvw I 
■leep — bj 107 grcat-fmdttrher't vbisten, I tluU 
DCTcr ^ Inlf of 'on throogh this year. 

Take ven and ink in band, and calculate it lJiirt\\ 
brother Tpfy, laid my father, and it vill turn out a 
millioa to ooc, that c^ all the parts of the body. t)w 
edge of the forceps ihonld have the ill luck just 10 till 
upon and break down that one part, which should brmlL 
(U>wa the fortunet of oar house with it. 

It might bare been worse, replied my uncte Toty, 
1 don't comprehend, said my father. i S\i]w \ 

Sse the hip bad presented, rq>lied my uncle 7^r> m 
T Sh^ foreboded. 
My 6ther reflected YM a minute — lookM down 

touched the middle of his forehead slightly with 

his finger 

— True, said he. 
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C [i a p t E [ y. 

IS it not a fthame to make two chapters of what 
psaed in going down one pair of stairs ? for we 
are got no farther yet than to the first landing, and 
there are iifteen more steps down to the bottom; and 
for aught I know, as my father and my uncle Toly 
are in a talkbg humour, theje may be as many chaptcrrs 

as steps : let that be as it wili. Sir, I can no 

more help it than my destiny ; — A sudden impulse 

comes across me drop tlie curtain, Shandy 1 

drop it — Strike a line here across the paper, Tristram 
— I strike it — and hey for a new chapter. 

The deuce of any other rule have I to goTern myself 
by in this affair — aiid if I had one — cs I do all thiTigs 
out of ail rule — I woutd twist it and t[:ar it to pieces, 
aod dirow it into the file when 1 had done — Am I 

■warm? I am, and the cause demands it a pretty 

fttory! is a man to follow rules or rules to 

follow him ; 

Now this, you must know, being my chapter upon 
chapters, which 1 promised to write before I went 
to sleep, I thought it meet to ease ray conscience 
entirely before I laid down, by telling the world 
ail I knew about the matter at once : Is not thia 
ten titneB better than to set out dogmatically with a 
Bententious panide of wisdom, and telling the world a 

Btory of a roasted horse that chapters relieve the 

mind — that they assist — or impose upon the imagination 
— and that in a work of thia dramatic cast they are 

as necessary as the shifting of scenes with fifty 

other cold conceits, enough to extinguish the fire which 
roasted him ? — O ! but to understand thisj which is 
a puff at the (ire of Diana's temple — you must read 
Lis^ui — read away — if you are not a jot the wiser 
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by reading him the first time over — never fear — fead 

him again— v^ti-fTfnni and Lkehu read ^ristotle't 
melaphystcks forty times through a-picce, aod never 
understood a single word. — But mark the consequence 
— jivktnna turned out 3 deajierate writer at all kioda of 
writiiiig — for he wrote books de onatt scriiiJi ; and for 
L,Ketut (F'OrJuaioj thougli all die world knows he was 
bora 3 fcBCus,'* of do more than 6ve inches and a half 
in length, yet he grew to that astonishing height in 
literature, as to write a book with a title as long aa 

himself the learned know I mean his Gouopsjf- 

chanthropnlo^ia, upon the origin of the human soul, 
So much for my chapter upon chapters, which I 



■ Ce Pixiii! n'<5t-oit pas plus grand que la patime de la main ; 
maiis son pere I'ayant iT.a.ui\n& en qualitii de M^decin, &l apmt 
troiuvf que c'etoit quelque chose de plus qu'un Enibryon, fc (it 
transporter lout wiviinf a Rnpollo, ou il le ht voir k Jecdnie DatdL 
& i d'autres MSdecins du. lieu. On IiOuva fju'iJ nC Lui manquoit 
rien d'esseniiel i la vie ; & son per& pour faire voir ufi essai do 
son experience, entreprit d'achever I'ouvrage de la Nature, S dd 
travailler il la formation Ac rEnfaDt avec le mCme artitice que 
cdui dont on se srrt pour faite Scclone les Pouleis en Egypie. 
11 inalniisit une NouriSEe de icut ce quelle avoit ix fairs, & ayanc 
^I mecue son fila dans un pour pToprement accoiuiuodC, i\ 
retiiisjl A I'^^ver & iV lui fnire prendre ses nccroissemena 
neces5ftiies, jjar Tunirorntiii^ d'unc cbajaur etmngBre inesonS 
^xsLciement sur les d^gr^ d'un Itiermo Bistre, on d'un autrt! 
(□sixnmenii ^qujv'aJent, (Vide Mitb. "jtustiniati, ne gli ScritC, 
Liguri h. Cart. 223, 430. ) 

On auroit loujoTirs ^i^ Itks iatisfail de rindustrie d'un pere. si 
experiment-^ da.ns I'Art de la Generation, quand 11 n'auroit pil 
pjTolo'ngei la vie ^ son fila que pour quelques mois, ou pour pen 
d'annics. 

Mais quand on se represenle que TEnfant a vecu pr^ de 
quiilre-vingts ans, & qu'il a Coraposf quatre-vinj^s Ouvragei 
differi--nt3 ions froits d'uce longue leeiufc— il ffl.ut conreriir q«t 
toul ce qui est incroTable n'est pas toujo-urs Iaux, & que \a. 
Vraiumiuna nut fis tovjouys du iM de ia Veriii. 

II a'avoit que dix neuf ans lorsqa'il composa Gon.opsy- 
chanihropoiogia de Origine Animae huinanas, 

(Les Enfant celebres, revus & coiTlj^es par M, tie U Momwye 
de fAcadecuie Franyoise.) 
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hold to be the best chapter in my whole work; and 
take my word, whoever reads it, is full as well 
cmployedj as in picking straws. 



w 



Cfiaptc r j:L 

E shall bring all things to rights, said my 
father, setting his foot upon the first step V 
from the landing.— This Trismegistur, cotj- _ 
tinued my fattier,, drawing his leg back aad turning to I 

my uncle TVij^ was the greatest ( Zbijl of all earthly ■ 

beings — he was the greatest king ^thc greatest law- 

giver the greatest philosopher and the greatest 

priest and engineer — said my ungle Toby. 

In. course, said my faier. 



A^ 



I ND how does your mistreAB ? cried my father, 
taking the same seep ofer again from the 
landing, and calling to Suamnah, whom he 
eaw paaaing by the foot of the Btaira with a huge pio^ 
cushion in her hand — how does yoiir mistress? Aa 
well, said Suranitafj, tripping by, but without laoking 
up, as can be expected. — What a fool am 1 1 said my 
latlier, drawing his leg back again — let things be as 
they will, brother Toiy, 'tia ever the precise answec 



4 



-And how is the child, pray 



-No 



And where is l>i' iShp f added my father, raising bis 
voice aloud, and looking over the baliuaters — Su-iannah 
was out of hearing. 

Of all the riddica of a married life, said my father, 
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crossing the landing in order W set hts baclt against the 

wall, whilst he propounded it to ray uncle Toiy of 

all the puzzling riddles^ said he, in a marriage sTate> 

of which you may crust me, brother Toly, there 

are more asses loads than all Joi'j stock of asses could 

have carried there is not one that has more intricacies 

in it than thi^ — that from the Tery moment the nustress 
of the house is brought to bed, every female in it, from 
my lady's gentlewoman down to the cinder-wench, 
b^omes an inch taller for it ; and give themselTca more 
airs upon that single inch, than all their other iachca 
put together. 

■ I think rather, replied my uncle To&y, that 'tis we 
who sink an inch lower. — If I meet but a woman with 
child- — I do it. — 'Tib a heavy tax upon that half of 
our fellow- creatures, brother Shandy, said my uncle Toiy 
— 'Tis a piteous burden upou 'em, continued he, ahakiag 
hie head — Yes, yes, 'ds 3 painful thing — said my father, 

ehakiiig his head too but certainly since shaking of 

heads came into fashion, never did two heads shake 

tdier, in concert, from two such different isprings, 
iod bless 1 'era all said my uncle Tviy and 



I 



Deuce take J my father^ each to himaelf. 



C-bttptrr )ciii. 



HOLLA! you, chairman I here's sixpence 
do step into thattKKjkseller's shop, and call 

me a iJay-lafl cciiick. I am very wilting to give 
any one of 'em a crown to help me with his tackling, , 
to get my father and my uncle Tifl>y off the stairs, and V 
to put them, to bed. 

— 'Tie even high time ; for except a. short nap, which 
they both got whilst Trim was boring the jack-boota — 
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and whkh^ by-the-bye, did my father no son. of good, 
upon the score of the bad hinge — they have not else shut 
their eyes, since nine hours before the time that Dr Slap 
was led into the back parlour in that dirty pickle by 

Waa every day of my life to be as busy a day as thia 
• — and to take up — Truce. 

I will not finish that sentence till I have made an 
observation upon the strange state of aJTaire between the 
reader and myself, just ae things eland at present — an 
observation never applicable before to any one bio- 
graphi<:sl writer since the creation of the world, but to 
myself — and I believe, will never hold good to any 
odier, until ita final dcstniction — and therefore, for the 
very novelty of It alone, it must be worth your worships 
attending to. 

I am this month one whole year older than t waa 
thift time twelve-month ; and having got, as you per- 
ceive, almost into the middle of my fourth volume " — 
and no farther than to my (irsl day's life — 'tis demon- 
strative that I have three hundred and sixty-four days 
more life to wnte just now, than when I first set out ; 
KO that instead of advancing, as a common writer, in my 
work with what I have been doing at it — on the con- 
trary, I am just thrown eo many volumes back- — was 
every day of my life to be as busy a day as this — Aad 

why not i and the iraasactious and opinions of it to 

lake up as much description — A.iid for what reasfln 
should they be cut short ^ as at this rate I should just 
live 364 UEies faster than I should write — It must 
follow, an' please your worships, that the more I write, 
the more I shall have to write — and coniiequeotly, the 
more your worships read, tlie more your worships will 
have to read. 

Will this be good for your worahipji* eyes i 
* According to tbe originiU Kdiiipns. 
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It will do well for miae ; aod, was it not that my 
OpiKioKS will be the denth of thp, I perceive I shall lead 
a line life of it out of this self-iame life of mine ; or, in 
other words, shall lead a couple of fine lives togcihcr. 

Ab for the proposal oi twelve volumea a year, or a 
Tolume a nionihj it no way altera my prospect — wme 
as I will, and niah as I may into the middle of things, 
ad Horaci advisea— -I shall oever overtake myself 
whipp'd and driven to the last piiicti ; at t!ie worat I 
shall have one day ihe start of my pen — and one day ia 

enough for two volumes and two volumes will be 

enough for one year. — 

Heaven prosper the manufactorers of paper under 
thifi propitious reign, which \& now opened to ue-^ — —as 
I trust its providence wiill prosper every thing else iti it 
that is taken in hand. 

As for die propagatioQ of Geese — I give myaelTDO 
concern — Nature is all bountiful — I ihall never want 
tools to work with. 

— So then, friend ! you have got my father and my 
uncle Tahy off the stairs, and seen them to bed ? 

And how did you manage it ? You dropp'd a 

curtain at the stair-foot — I thought you had no other 
way for it ' ' Herg'a a crown for your trouljle. 



■^i 



CJiapttr jiitt. 

— •" I 'HEN reach me my hrGcches off the ghair, «atd 

\ my father to Susmmah.- There i* not 

a moment's time tu dress you, Sir, cried 

Sujannab — tho child is as black iu the face aa my 

As ygur what \ said my father, for like all oi-aion, hr 
was a dear searcher into comparisons, — BIpsb me, Su. 
Slid Suianaab, the child's in a fit. — And whec't M- 
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Joriri ? — ^Never whert he Bhould be, said Susannah^ 
but his Curate'3 la the dresalng-rOOm, with the child 
upon his arm, waiting for the name — and ftiy iSiistfeas 
bid me run as fast as I could to know, as captairl 
Shandy is the- godfather, whether it should flOE be 
called after him. 

Were oniB sure, gajd n>y father to himsejf, scratching 
his eye-hrow, that the child was expiring, one might 
aa well compliinent niy brother IqIi]! as not — and it 
w-ould be a pity, in such a c*se, to throw away so 

great a name as TriimegUtui wpon him but he may 

recover. 

No, no, said my father to Savannah, I'll get up 

" — = — -There is no time, cried Stsantiah, the child's 
as black aa my shoe. Trhmt^'uCui, said m.y father 

But stay — thou art a leaky vessel, Suiannah, 

added my father ; canst thoti carry Trume/uius in thy 
head, the length of the gallery widiouc scattering? 

Can I J cried Sufannah, shutting the door in a 

hulf. If she can, I'll be shot, said my father, 

bouncing out of bed in the dark, and groping for his 
breeches. 

Suiannah ran with all speed along the gallery. 

My father made all poiisible speed to dnd hia 
breeches. 

Susannah got the 'Start, and kept it — 'Tis Tr'u — 
something, cried Susannah — There ia no christian- 
name in the world, said the curate, beginning with 
Tris — but Tristram. Then 'tis Tristram-^islus, quoth 
Suninaafi. 

^There ia no glstut to it, noodle ! — 'tla my own 

name, replied the curate, dipping hia hand, as he spoke, 
into the bason — Tristram ! said he, &c. &c. 8fC. 
6(c.., so Trhiratn was I called, .ind TrLtram ahall I be 
to the day of my death. 

My &thcr followed SucanaaJj, with his nighC-gOWn 
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across his arm, with nothing more thaa his breeches 
on, fastened through haste with but a single hutton, 
and tha.t button through haste thrust only half ioto the 
button- holt. 

She has not forgot the name ? cried my father, 

ha!f opening the door.- — — Nq, no, said the Curatp, 

with a tone of intelligence. 'And th?' child is better, 

cried Stiiannah, -And how does your mistress ? As 

well, said Susannah, ae can be expected.— Pish ! said 
my father, the button of his breeches slipping out of 
the buttoa-hole — -So that whether the interjection was 
levelled at Siirarujuh, or the button-hole— whecher Pish 
was an interjection of contempt or an interjection of 
modesty, is a doubt, and must be a dowbt till I shall 
haie time to write t]ie three following favourite chapters, 
that is, my chapter of chamhr-maidif my chapter of 
pishei, and my chapter Qi bullen-holei. 

All the light I am able to give the reader at present 
IB this, that the moment my father cried Pia-h ! he 
whtsk'd himself about — and with hts breeches held up 
by one hand, and his night-gown thrown across the 
arm of the other, he turned along the gallery to bed, 
something slower than he came. 



CMpUr %\i. 
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WISH I could write a chapter upon sleep. 

A fitter occaaion could never have presented it- 
self, than what this moment offers, when all the 
curtains of the family are drawn — ^the candles put out 
— and no creature's eyes are open but a single one, for 
the other has been shut these twenty years, of my 
mother's nur^c. 
It is a fine subject E 
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turning hia head from Oladiah, antt lookifig wistfully 
in my uncle Tobys face fof stime ttine — -we shaJl have 
a dcTilish month of it, brother Toij, said my father, 
setting his arms a-kimbo, and shaking hia head ; (ifC, 
water, women, wind — brothef Toh'^ I — 'Tis aorae mia- 

fortune, cjuoth my unqle Toh^. That it is, cried my 

&thtr — to base so many jarring elements breaking 
]oose, and riding triumph in every corner of a gentle- 
mao'e house— Litde boot? it to the peace of a family, 
brother Toh^t that you and I possess ourgelvcs, and ait 
here Bilent and unmoved — = — whila: such a storm ia 
whistling over our heads. ■ 

And what's the matter, Susannah } They have 

called the child TrUiram and my mistress is just 

got out of an hy^Cerick fit about k- No!- 'tis 

not my fault, said Sasannah—l told him it was 
Tritlrsm-gisius, 

Make tea for yoiiraelf, brother Toby, said my 

father, taking down hia hat -but how dlffeieot from 

the Bailies and sgitations of voice and members which 
a common readei' would imagine \ 

— For he spake in the sweetest modulation — and 
took down hia hat with the genieelest movemeiit of 
limbs, that ever affliction harmoaized and attuned 
together. 

— Go CO the bowling-green for corporal Trim, 

Aaid my uncle Toljy speaking to Obadiaht aB soon as 
ray father left the room. 
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WHEN the raisforttine of my Nose fell so 
heavily upon my father's head ; — the reader 
rciDpmbcrs that he walked instantly up stairs, 
and c^at himsi^lf down upon his bed ; and Ji'oni hence, 
unless he has a grcai insight into humao nature, he wilt 
be apt to expect a rotaiion of the same ascending and 
descending movements from him, upoa this misfortune 
of my Nam£ ; no. 

The different weight, dear Sir nay even the 

different package of two vexations of the same weight 

makes a very wide difference in our manner ot 

bearing and gcLttng through with them. It is not 

half an hour ago, when (in the great hurry and pre- 
cipitation of a poor d'Cril'a writing for daily bread) 
I threw a fair ehert, which I had juet finished, ard 
carefully wroM out, slap into the fire, instead of the 
foul one. 

Instantly I snatch'd off" ray wig, and threw it per- 
pendicularly, with all imaginable violence, up 10 the 

top of the room — indeed I caughc it as it fell but 

there was an end of the matter; nor do I think any . 
thing else in Nature would have given such immediate \ 
ease : She, dear Goddess, by an instantaneoua impulse, 
in all provoking toi^s, determinea us to a sally of thsa 
or that member— or else she thrusts us into this or 
that place, or posture of bodyj we know not why— — - 
But mark, madam, we live amongst riddles and 

myateriea the most obvious thinga, which come in 

our way, have dark BJdes, which the quickest sight 
cannot penetrate into 5 and even the cle.ireat and most 
exalted understandings amongst ms find ouraelre* 
puzzled and at a losa in almost every cranny of nature's 
works : so that this, like a thousand other things, h]\% 
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out for TIB in a way, which tbo' wp CDnnot resEon upon 
it — yei we End the good of it, may it please your reve- 
rences and your worshlpa and that's enough for us. 

Now, my father coiild not lie down with this afflic- 
tion for his lifew — —nor could he carry it up ata^rslike 
the other— he walked composedly out with it to the 
fish-pond. 

Had my fallier leaned hi* head upon his hand, and 
reasoned an hour which way to hase ^onc 
reason, with a]l her force, could not have directed him 
to any thing like it : there is Komething, Sir, in fish- 
ponds but what it iSy I leave to system- builders 

and fish-pond-dijigers betwixt 'em to find out— but 
there is something, under the fii'st disorderly transport 
ot the humours, so una'CCOLuitably becalming in an 
orderly nud a sober walk towards one of chem, that I 
have often wondered th:LE neither Pyl&a^jfras, nor 
PlatSt nor Solan, nor Lycar^at, nor ALthomsS, nor any 
one of your noted lawgivers, ever gave ord'cr about 
them. 



Y 



OUR honour, aaid Trim, shuttiag the parfour- 
donr before he began to speak, has heard, I 

imagine, of this unlucky accident O yea. 

Trim, said my itocle Taly, and it gives mc great con- 
cern, — I am heartily concerned too, but I hope your 
honour, replied Trim, will do me the justice to believe, 

that it was not in the least owiug to me. To thee 

— Trim ? — cried my uncle Toiy, looking Jiindly in 

hiB face 'twas Susannah' -i and the curate's folly 

betwixt the.m. What business could they have 



together, an' please your honour, ia the garden ?- 
In the gallery thou meanest, replied my uncle Tofy, 
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Trim found he was upon a wrong iccfct, aod atopped 

short with a low bow XwO miafortuntH, quoth the 

corporal to himself, art twice as many at least as are 
needful to be talked fiver at one time ;— — the mischief 
the cow has (Jonc in breaking into the fortificatioiis, 
may be told his honour hereaher-— '-—— JVjjh'j casuistry 
and addT'Css, under tli? cover of his low bow, prevented 
gll suspicign in my uncle TqIj, so he went OD with 
what he had to say to Trim as follows : 

For my own part. Trim, though I can see 

little or no difference betwixt my nephew's being 
called Tristram or Trismc^iiius — yet as the thing sita 

so near my brother's heart, Trim 1 would freely 

have given a hundred pounds rather thao it should 

have happ-ened. ■A hundred pounds, an" please 

your honour ! replied Trim, 1 would not give a 

cherry- stone to boot. Nor would I, Trim, upon 

my own account, quoth my uncle Toiy but my 

brother, whom there is no arguing with in this case — 
niaintaLns that a great deal more deppnda. Trim, upon 
chriatian-namea, than what ignorant people imagine 

for he says there never was a greal or heroic 

action performed Bincc the world began by one called 
Trisfram — nay, he will have it. Trim, that a mati chd 
neither be learned, or wise, or braTe.— -™-'Ti9 all 
fancy, an' pkaae your honour — -I fought just aa wellj 
replied the corporal, when the regiment called me 

TrittSf as when they called me Jamft Butler^ And 

for my own part, said my uncle Tohy, though I ihould 
blush to boast of myself, Trim^-^- — yet had my name 
been j^lex^ndef^ I could have done no more at Natnur 
than my duty. — -Bless your honour! cried TV/m, 
advancing three atcpA aa he apoke^ does a man think 
of hia chrisliaa^name when he goes upon the attack ? 
Or when he standa in the trench. Trim f cried 
my uncle Tohy, looking firm. Or when he enter* 
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a breach i said Trim, pushiDg id between two chairs. 

Or forces the Jines? cried my uncle, rising up, 

and pushing lus crutch iike a pike. ^Or facing a. 

{platoon J cried Trim, preseDtJDg hia stick like a fire- 
ock.- Or when he marches up the glacis i cried 

my uncle Taljy, ioakiag warm and aetciog his foot upon 
his stool. 



M 



Y father was returned from hia walk t<D the fish- 
pond and opened the parlotir-door in the 

very height of the aitack,just as my uncle JVfy 

was inarching up the glaciE Trim recovered hi« 

arms never was my uncle Toiy caught :n riding at 

Buch a desperate rate in his life ! Alas J my uncle Tohy! 
had not a weightier matter called forth all the ready 
eloquence of my father — how hadst thou then and thy 
poor Hob&y-Hdrse too been insulted! 

My father hung up hia hat with the same air he took 
it down ; and after giving a slight look at the disorder 
of the room, he took hold of one of the chairs which 
had formed ihe corporal's breach, and placing it over- 
against my uncle Toby, he aat down in it, and as soon 
as the tea-things were taken away, and the door ahut, 
he broke out in a lamentation as follows. 



My Fatheh's Lamemtatioh. 

IT is in vain longer^ said my father, addressing him- 
self as much to Emulphuis curse, which was laid 

upon the corner of the cUimney-piece- as to my 

uncle Tohy who sat under it it is in vaia longer, 

said my father, in the moat (Querulous monotony ima- 
ginablcj to struggle as I have done against this mast 
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uncomfortable of human persuasion? —I see it plaioly, 

thai eilher for my own sins, brother Tohy, or the sins 
and follies of the Sbsndy femily, Heavea has thought 
fit to draw forth the heavies: of its artiUery against me ; 
and that the prosperity of roy chiJd is the point upon 

which the whole force of it is directed to play. 

Such a thing would batter the whole universe about our 
ears, brother Shandy, said my uncle Toby — if it was 
«o — Unhappy Trutram! child of wrath! child of 
decrepitude ! interruption I mistake 1 and discontent ! 
What one misfortune or disaster id the book of em- 
bryoilc cTils, that codd unraechanize thy ffame, or 
entaogle thy fHaments l which has cot fallen upon thy 

head, or ever thou camesc into the world what 

Evils in thy passage icto ii! what evils ainCB! 

produced into b^ing, in the decline of thy father's 

days when the powers of his imagination and of his 

body were waxing feeble when radical heat and 

radical moisture, the cicmenta which should have 
temper'd thine, were drying upj and nothing left to 

found thy stamina in, hut ne^tions — 'tis pitiful — 

brother Tohy, at the beat, and called out for all the 
little helps that care and attention on both sides could 
give it. But how were we defeated ! You know the 

event, brother Tohy 'tis too melancholy a one to bff 

repeated now when the few animal spirits I was 

worth in the world, and with, which memory, iancy, 

and quick parts should have been conveyed were 

all dispersed, confused, confouniied, Bcaitcred, and sent 
to the devil. " 

Here then was the time to have put a stop to this 

persecution agabst him ; and tried an experiment 

at least whether calmness and serenity of mind 

in your sister, with a due attention, brother Taly, to 

her evacuations and repletions qnd the rest of her 

QDn-naturalBi might Dot, in a course of nine moDtha 
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geitatioj), have set all things to Hghts.^ My- child 

Waa bereft of these J What a teazing life did she 

lead herself, and cdoBequcntiy het fcctua too, with, that 
nODScnslciil dnxiety of hers about lying-in io town J I 
thought ray sistrr eubmitlecl with the grefltest patience, 

r-eplieci my uncle 1'oly — " 1 never heard her ulter 

one fretful wgrd ahgul it. ■ She funied inwa.rdly, 

cried tny father j 3nd tha:, lei me- Eell you, brother, waa 
ten timeB worse for the child— and then ! what battles 
did she fight with me, 3nd what perpetual storms abcuC 

the inidwifc.-^ There she gave vent, said my uncle 

TQhy.~ ^Vent! cried ray father, Joofcing up. 

But what was all this, my dear Tshy, to the injuries 
done us by my child's coming head foremost into the 
world, when all I wished, tn tbis gi'ncral wreck of his 
frame, was to have saved thin littie casket unbroktr, 
unrifled. 

With all my precautions, how wafl myByatem ttirned 
topaide-turvy in the womb with my child ! his head 
exposed to the h^nd of vLoknce, and a pressure of 470 
poimdfl avoirdupois weight acting so perpendicularly 
upon its apex — th;it at this hour ^tia ninety per Cent. 
influranc^, that the fine cet-work of the intellectual 
web hs cot rent and torn to a thonsand tattcr^s. 

— StUl we CDuM have done., Fool, coxcomb, 

puppy- ^ve him but a Nosn Cripple, Dwarf, 



jDrivelJer, Goosecap- 



-(shape him as you will) 



the door of fortutie Etaods open — LkeSuj .' Lkeiuj ! 

had I been blest with a fcetus five inches long and a 

half, like thee^Fate mioht Kave done her worat. 
Still, brother Tohj, there was one cast of the dye 

left for our child after all^O Tristram! Tristram! 

Tristram ! 
We will send for Mr Tortei, said my uncle Toiy^ 
You may send for whom jou will, replied my 

(ather. 
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WHAT a rate have I gone on at, cofretung 
and frigkiDg it away, iwp up and two down 
for four volumes* together, without look- 
ing QQce behind, or even on one tide of itic, to >c? 
-whoci I trod upon ! — I'll tri-ad ypon no on e quoJi 
I to myself -when I mounted V\\ take a good 
rattling gallop ; but I'U not hurt the poorest jack- 
ass opon the read. So off I set up one bne 

■ — down another, through this turrpike «vtr 

chsi, aa if the arch-jockey of jockeys had got be- 
hind me. 

Now ride at this niEe with what good intention 

'and resolution you may 'tl» a nnttion to one 

you'll do some one a mischief, if not yourself 

He's Jlung— he's olT — he's lost hiw hat — he's down 

4f he has not 



\ 



-he'U bieak his neck see !- 



galloped full among the sca^oJding of the under- 
taking criticks!^ he'll knock his braina out againat 

some of their poeta — he's bounced out! — look — he'a 
now riding like a mad-cap full tilt througli a whole 
crowd of painters, fiddlers, poets, biographers, phy- 
stcians, lawyers, logicians, players, schoolmen, church- 
men, ataceanipn, soldiera, caauista, connoiaseura, pre- 
lates, popes, and engineers. — Don't fear, said I — 
I'll not hurt the poorest jack-aaa upon the kJog''» 
highway. — -But your horse throws dirt ; see you've 

iplash'ii a bishop 1 hope in God, 'twas only 

Emulphuit said I. But you haire squirted fufi 

in the facea of Mess. Le Moynft ^' Ramt^jif and 

De Mar£;IJy, doctors of the Sarinmne. ■ That was 

Jast year, repH«I L — But you have trod this moment 

■ According to the □riginal Editions, 
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upon a king. Kings have bad times on't, eatd I, 

to be trod upon by such people as me. 

You have dono it, replied my accuser. 

I deny it, quoth I, and so have got off", and here 
am I standing with my bridle in one hand, and with 

my cap in the other, to tell my story. And 

what is it i You Bhafl hear in the next chapter. 



Chapter jrjFi. 

AS Francit the firac of Frame was one winterly Dight 
y~Y warming himaelf over the embers of a wood 
firp, and talking with hjH first minister of 
sundry things for the good of th^e state ■ — -It would 
not be amiss,, said the king, stirnng up the embers with 
hia cane, if this good undcratacding betwixt ouraeJves 
ind Siuils^erlarui was a little strengthened. — There is 
no end. Sire, replied the ministe^^ in giving money to 
these people — they would swallow itp the treasury of 
France, — Poo ! poo ! answered the king — there arc 
more ways, Mons. U Premier, of bribing states, beaidea 
that of giving money — I'll pay StuiizeHand the hoTiour 

of standing godfather for my next child. Your 

niajeatyj said the mtniscer, ia so doing, would have all 

the grammarians in Europe upon your back; 

Stoitixicrland, as a repuhlick, being a female, can in 
ao construction be godfather. — She may be godmother, 
rep^lted Franc'u hastily — so atifiouoce my intentions by 
a courier to-morrow inorning. 

I am aStOQiahed, said Franc'u the First, (that day 
fortnight) speaking to his minister 33 he entered the 
closet, that we have had ao answer from Switzerfand. 

• Vide Menagiajia, VoL L 
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Sire, I ■wait UpOn yoii this monienl, said Mons. It 

Premier, to lay be/ore you my dispatches upon that 
busiiiess.^They take it kindly, said the king.^They 
do, Sire, replied the minister, and have the highest 

sense of the honour y-our majesty has done them 

but the rcpublick, as godmother, claims her right, in 
this case, of naming the child. 

In all reason, (^uoth the king she will christen 

him Francis, or Henry, or Z-e-aiw, or some name that 
she knows will be agreeable to ua. Your majesty is 

deceived, replied the miniflter 1 have this hour 

received a dispatch from our residept, with the de- 

Lermination of the republick on that point also. 

And what came has the republick fixed upon for the 

Dauphin ? Shadraeh, Menhecb, jiicd-mgtf, replied 

ihe minister. — By Saint PeSer's girdle, I will hate 
nothing to do with the Swi-rt, cri?d Franeu the Firfit, 
pulling up his breechea and walking hastily across the 
Boor. 

Your majeaty, replied the minisler citlmly, cannot 
bring yourself off. 

We'll pay them in money said the king. 

Sire, there are not si^tty thousand crowns in the 

trcaauryj answered the minister I'll pawn the best 

jewel in my crown, quoth Framii the First. 

Your honour stands pawn'd already in this matter, 
answered Monsieur It Premier, 

Then, Mons. le Prtmiert eaid ihe king, by 

we'll go to war with 'cm. 
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ALBEIT, gentle reader, I have luated camcfltly, 
and eodeavoufed carefully (according to the 
measure of such a alcTider akill as God has 
vouchaafed me, and aa convenient leisure from other 
occasions of needfiil profit and healthful j^astime have 
permitted) that these little books which I here put 
tnto thy hands, might stand instead of many bigger 
books — yet have I carried myself towards thee in 
SC such fanciful guise of careless disport, that right sore 
1^"^ sm I ashamed tow to intreal thy lenity seriouBly 

"^-in beseeching thee to believe it of mcj that 

in the story of my father and hia christian-nanica — 

I have no thoughts of treading upon Francis the First 

nor in the afeir of the nose — upoQ Francis the 

Ninth — nor in the character of my uncle Toby of 

characterizing the militiating spirits of my country— 
the wound upoD his groin, is a wound to every com- 
parison of tbat kind — nor by YVim'^that I meant th« 

duke of Onnond or that my book is wrote against 

^! predestination, or free-will, or taxes — If 'ti* wrote 

(^ against any thing, 'tis wrote, an' please your wor- 

ebipE, agaiDSt the Epieea ! in order, by a more frequent 
and a more convulsive elevation and depression of the 
diaphragm, and the BuccussatLone of th? intercostal and 
abdoniinal muscles in laughter, to drive tlie gall and 
other bitter jukes from the gall-bladder, liver, and 
sweet-bread of hIa majesty's eubjects, with all the icii- 
micitious passionB which belong to them, down into 
their duodenams. 
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— l^UT can the thing be undone, Tor'uk? said my 

f^ Itather- — for in my opinion, continued he, it 

cannot. I am a vile canonist, replied Torick 

— but of al! evils, holding suspense tc be the most tor- 

metiting, we shall at least know the worst i}i this matter. 

I hate these great dinners said my iaiher — ^The 

size of the dinner i* not the point, answered .Tarick 
'We want, Mr Shanify, to dive into the hotiom of 
this doubt, whether the name can be changed or rigt— 
and as the beards of so many commissaries, aflicriah,^ 
advocates, proctors, registc^rs, and of the most ^mi'npnt . 
of our school- divines, and others, are all lo meet in* 
the middle of one table, and Dtdius has so pre&singly 
invited you — who in yoor distiess would miss such an 
occasion I All that is requisite, continued Torkh, is 
to apprize Diditis, and let him manage a conversation 
after dinner so as to introduce the subject. — Then my 
brother Toby, cried niy father, clapping his two hands 
together, shall go with us. 

Let ray old tye-wig, quoth my uncle Toly, and 

my laced regimeotala, be hung to the fire all night. 
Trim. 
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■ — XT doubt, Sir, — there is s wliole chapter wanting 

j[\j liere^and a chasm of ten pages made id the 

boot hy it^i-but the book-binder is neither a 

fool, or a kopPf Pf 3 puppy— nor is the book a jo: 

more imperfett-'faC least upon that score) but, on 

the cootrr'ry; the book is moie perfect and complete by 
wanUng ihe'chapter, than having it, as I shall demon- 
etratB to your reverences in this manner. — I question 
firm,'bj-ithe-bye, whether the same experiment might 
notice made as euccessfully upon sundry other ch;!;[ite]-9 

■^A^ but there is no end, an' please your reverences. 

in trying experiments upon chapters we have had 

enough of^ it So there's an end of that matter. 



But before I begin my d^mDnstraiion, let me naly 
tell you, that the chapter which I have torn out, and 
which otherwise you would all have been reading juat 

now, instead of this was the description of my 

father's, my uncle Toby's^ Tritn'j, and Oiadia&'i Getting 
out and journeying to the visitation at. * • * *. 

We'll go in ihe coach, said my father — Prithee, 
have the arms been altered, Ob/tdiah ? — It would have 
made my siory much better to have begun with teliing 
you, that at the dme my mother's arms were added to 
the Shandy' t^ when the coach waa re-painted upon my 
lather's marriage, it had so fallen out, that the coach- 

E inter, whether by performing all his works with the 
t-hand, like Turpiliui the Roman, or Hant Holhm of 
Basil — —or whetlier 'twaa more from the blunder of 
hia head than hand - - or whether, laady, it was from 
the sinister turn which every thing relating to our 
femily was apt to take it ao fell out, however, to 
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our Kproach, that instead of the tfnd-dexter, whicLi 
since Hat^y the Eighth's reign was honestly our due 

■ a hcnd-ihihSct^ by aome of these Fatalities, had 

been drawn quite across the field oi" the Shandy anns. 
'Tis scarce credible that the mind of so wise a man ns 
my father was, could be ho much incommoded with so 
snml! a matter. The word coach— let it be whose it 
would — or coach-man, or coach-horae, or coach-hire, 
could never be named in the family, but he constantly 
complained of carrying this vile mark of ilkgitlmacy 
upon the door of his own; he neser once was able to 
step into the coach, or out of it, without turning round 
to Cake a view of the anns, and making a vow at the 
same time, that it was the last time he would ever set 
his foot ia it again, till the batii-'smtsttr was taken out 
- — but like the affair of the hinge, rt was one of the many 
things which the Dejtimer had set down in tiieiir books , 
evep- to be grumbled at (and in wiser families than ours) 

but never to be mended. 

— Has the btnd-sinister been brush'd out, I aay \ 

said my father. There baa been nothing brush'd 

out, Sir, answered Obadiah, but the iining. We'll go 

o'horseback, said ray father, turning to Torick. Of 

all thiaga in the world, except politicks, the clergy 
know the least of heraldry, said Torki, — Na matter 

for that, cried my father 1 should be sorry to 

appear with a blot in my escutcheon before them. — 
Never mind the hend-siniitcr, said my uncle Toiji, 

puttiing on his tye-wig. No, indeed, aaid my father 

— you may go with my aunt D'ln^ih to a visitation 
with a hend-iinifter, if you think fit — My poor uncle 
1'oby blush'd. My fdther was vexed at himself. 

No my dear brother Toby, said ray father, 

changing hia tone but the damp ol" the coach-lining 

about my loinS] may give me the sciatica again, as It 
did DctcmheTi January) and Ftiruary last winter — so 
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if you plax you thall rid^ my "wUc't pdJ and as 

50U are to pfeach, Tonci, you had better make the 
besl of youf way before^-^— and leave me to late care 
of my brother Tohy, and to follow at Our owd rates. 

Nq-w the chapter I waa obliged to tear out, was the 
dcKriptioD of ihii cavalcade, in which Corpoml Trim 
and OiaJu'i', wpon two coach-horses a-hreast, led the 

way 3» slow aa a pacrole whiljt my uncle To^, id 

hit laced regiraeBHls and tye-wig, k^ his rank with 
my isther, in deep roads acd dissenaxioDS alternately 
upoD the ad^ntage of Inimiag and astas, as each could 
g« the san, 

— Dot the paindng of thts joumevj upon reviewing 
it, 3ppear! to be so much above the stile and tpaooer of 
any thing else I have beea able to paint in this book, 
that it could not have remaiDed in it, wiihout depreci^ii Qg 
every other scene ; and destioyitig at the sune time 
that nece&sary equipoise aod balance, (whether of good 
or bad) berwixt ehapier acd ch^tpter, Irom whence the 
just proponioDS and harmociy of the whole work 
results. For my own part, I am but just set up in the 
businesB, so know little about It — but, ia my opioioD, 
to wriie a book is for all the world like humming a 
song — be but in tune with yourself, madam, 'tis no 
matter how high or how low you take ic 

— This is the reason, may it please your rererencei, 
thai some of the lowcgt and Banest compositionB pasa 

off very well (aa Toritk told my uncle Toby one 

nighl) by siege. My uncle Tshy looked brisk at 

the sound of the word iifgit but could make neither 
head or tail of it. 

I'm to preach st court nest Sunday, said Hcmaat 

run over my notes bo I humm'd over doctor 

Homftiais notea — the modolatioii's very well 'twill 

do, Hommas, if it holds 00 at this fate 30 on I 

humm'd and a tolerable tunc I thought it was- 
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and to this hour^ may it please your rcTerencea^ had 
never found out how low, how flat, how spiritless and 
jejune it wan, but thst all of a sudden, up started aa air 
in the middle of it, 50 fine, aO rich, s6 heavenly, — it 
carried my sOui up With it into the pther world ; nOw 
had I (as Manlaigne complaLned in a parallel ^qcideatj 
— had I found the declivity easy, or ihe ascent accsi- 

gible certea I had been outwitted. Your 

noteB, Hamenas., I ahould have said, are good notes j 

but it was so perpendicular a precipice so 

wholly cut otF from the rest of the work, that by the 
first note 1 hiiinin''d I found inysdf flying into the 
Other world, and from thence discovered the vale from 
whence I caroe, ?o deep, sq Iqw, and dismal, that I 
shall never have the heart to descend into it again. 

|[^ A dwarf who bnnga a sucdard along with him 
to measure his own eize — Lake my word, is a dwarf in 
more articles chaa one. — And so much for tearing out 
of chapters. 



— = — O EE if he is not cutting it into slips, and giving 

^ them about him to light their pipes I 'Tia 

abominable, answered DiMut ; it shoidd 

not go unnoticed, eaid doctor Kysarcinj ^^ he 

was of the Kysarcii Qi ths Low Countries. 

Methinks, said JDidiuJ, half rising tVoni his chair, in 
order to remote a bottle and a tall decanter, which 

stood in a direct line betwis: him and Torick you 

might have spared this sarcaitlc stroke, and have hit 
upon a more proper placet Mr Torick — or at kast upon 
a more pi oper occasion to have shewn your contempt 
of what we hare been about : If the sermon is of no 
bett« worth than to light pipes with 'twas certainly, 
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Sir, cot good enough to be preached before so learned 
a body ; and if 'rwas good eaough co be preached before 

BO Jearoed a body 'twas ceruinly, Sir, too good lo 

light their pipes with aFterwaids^ 

1 have got him fast huQg up, quoth D'tdlus to 

liimself, upon one of the two home of ray dilemma 

let him get oS^as he can. 

I have uod^rgone such unshakable tormenta, in 
bringing forth this sermon, quoth Torici, upon this 

occaaion that I declare, DiJtur, I would Buffer 

Etiartyrdom — and if it was possible my horse with m?, 
a thousand times over, before I would sit down and 
make sucti another r I was delivered of it at the wrong 

end of me it came from my head instead of my 

heart and it ie far the pain it gave me, both in 

the writing and preaching of itj that I revenge myself 
of it, in thra manner — To preach, to ahew the esteni 
of our reading, or the aabtlciiea of our wit — to parade 
in the eyes of the vulgar with the beggarly accounts of 
a little learning, tinscl'd over wiih ia few words which 

glitcerj but convey little light and less warmth is a 

dishonest use of the poor single half hour in a week which 
is put into our handa— 'Tia not preaching the goapel- — 

but ourselves For my owo part, continued Toti^tf I 

had rather direct five words point-blank to the heart.^ 

As Torici pronounced the word point-blank, my uncle 
Toby cose up to say something upon project! le a 
when a single word and no more uttered from the 
opposite side of the table drew every one's ears tow2rds 
it — a word of all others in the dictionary the last in 
that place to be expected — a word I am ashamed lo 
write — yet must be written— —must be read — iSlegal 
— uncanoDiical — guess ten thousand guesses, multiplied 
into themselves— rack — torture your invention forever, 

you're where you was In shortj I'll tell it in 

the next chapter. 



OF TRISTRAM SHANDV, 



117 



Ztiptet jx'ai'u 



OUNDS! 



-ds ! cried Phutaiarhi, 



partly to htmself and yet high enough to be heard 

— and what seemed odd, 'twas uttered in a constnicuon 
of look, and in a tone of voice, somewhat between that 
of a man in amazement &a^ one id bodily pain. 

One or two who had very nice ears, and could dis- 
tinguish the expression aad mixture of the two tones 
&i plainly as a third or ijifih, or any other chord in 
musick — were the moat puzzled and pefplexed with it 
— the coEicofd was g,ood in itaelf — but then 'twaa quite 
out of the key, and no way applicable to the subject 

started ; so that wiih all their knowlsilge, dney 

could not tell what in the world to make of iL 

Others who knew nothing of rausLcal expression, and 
merely lent their ears to the plain import yf the word, 
imagined that Phalatoriai, who was somi^what of 4 
cholcrick spirit, was just going to snatch the cudaels 
out of Didiui'i hands, in order tg beniaul I'erifk to 
some purpose — and that the deapeni:e monosyllable 

Z da waa the eKordium to an oration, which, as they 

judged from the sample, presaged but a rough kind of 
handling of him; eo that my uncle Taby't good-nature 
ft'U a pang for what Turkk was about to undergo. But 
seeing Phuiaiarivs stop short, without any attempt or 
desire to go oa — a third party began to suppose, that lE 
was no more than an involuntary respiration, casually 
forming itself into the shape of a twelve-penny oath — 
without the sin or subs^tance of one. 

Others, snd especially one or two who sat next 
him, looked upon it on the contrary aa a real and aub- 
Btaatia] oath, propenaly formed against T'orifJt, to whom 
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he W3« known to bear do good liking — wbich «id oaih, 
a« my &,ther phitosophaed upon it, acruaUy lay fretting 
and fuming at that very umv in ihe upper regioas of 
Phuiaiorius'j pimcnance ; and (o was oaturally, add 
according lo the due course of thiogs, first squeezed out 
by the euddeu influx of blood which was driveo into 
the rigtit veomcle of Fiulateriut'j heart, by the stroke 
of surprize which bo strange a. theory of preachuig had 
excited.. 

How finely we argue upon mistaken fazia \ 
There was not a soul busied in all these rarious 
reasonings upon the monosy liable which Pbutaiotiui 
uttered who did not take thia for granted, pro- 
ceeding upon it as trom an aX-ioni, namely, that Pbuta- 
toritis'i mind was intent upon the subject of debate 
which wa» arising between Duiiat and I'orkk ,- and 
indeed as he looked iirsc towards tike one and then to- 
wards the other, with the air of a man listening to 
what was goifig forwards — -who would not have 
thought the same? But the truth was, that Phuta- 
toritis knew not one word or one ayllable of what was- 
passing — but his whole thoughts and attention were 
taken up with a transaction which was going forwards 
at that very instant within the precincts of hia own 
GaUigariinSf and in a part of them, where of ail others 
he stood most interested to watch accidents : So that 
notwithstanding he Euoked with all the attention in the 
world, and had gradually akrev/ed up erery nerre and 
rnuscle in his face, to the utmost pitch the iustrument 
would hear, in order, as it was thought, to give a sharp 

reply tg Torifi, who sat over-agaiost him yet, I 

aay, was T'orick never once in any one domicile of 

PbuialQri"!' I braio -but the true cause of his 

Cxckmat^on Jay at least a yaid below- 

This I will endeavour to explain to you with all 
imaginable decency. 
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Yavi must be informed then, tliat Gcuirlpheret, who 
had taken a turn into the kitchen a little before dinner, 
10 see how things went on— observing a wicker-b;iskrt 
of fine chesnuts Htanding upon the dresser, had ordered 
that a hundred or two of them might be roasted and 
Kent in, as soon iia dinner was over- — —Gaitriph-rm 
inrorcing hia orders, about theni, that DiJiai, but Phu- 
taioriuj especially, were particularly fond of '■em. 

About two minutes before the time that my uncle 
ToBy interrupted 7~arici't hafanguc — Gasirspheres' i 
chesnuts were brought in — and as Phutalorta/ 1 fond- 
ness for 'era was uppermost in the waiter's headj he 
laid them directly before P&utaforius, wrapt up hot in 
a clean damask napkin. 

Now whether H was physically impossible, with half 
3 dozen h^nds aH thrust into the napkin at a time — but 
that some one chesnut* of more life and rotundity 
than the rest, tami be put in motion— it so fell out, 
however, that one was actually sent rolling off the 

table; aad as Phifiatoriu-r sat straddling under it 

fell perpendicularly into that particular aperture of 
Phu^Qioriuif breeches, for which, to the shame and 
indelicacy of our language be it spoke, there ie no chaste 

word throughout di Jshrison't dictionary let it 

suiGce to say it wa^ that pardcukr aperture which, 

in all good societies, the laws of decoruin do strictly 
require, like the temple ai Janut (in peace at least) to 
be univer Bally shut up. 

The neglect of this punctilio in Phtnatsriiu (which 
by-the-bye ahouid be a wamiDg lo all mankiDa] had 
opened a door to this accident. 

Accident I cail it, in compliance to a received mode 

of apealuDg but in no opposition to the opinion, 

either of jlcrilet or Mytbogeras va. this matter ; I know 
they were both prepossessed and fully persuaded of it 
— and are so to this hour, That there was nothing of 
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accident in ihe whole event but that the chesout'a 

taking that particular course, and in a manner of its own 
accord — and then falliTig with all its heat directly into 

that nne particulnr place, and no other waa a real 

judgment upon Phtitator'ius, for that filthy and ohsccne 
tfeatiae de Conaihinli ri;iinenclh, which Phittatarttit had 
published about twenty years ago ind was that iden- 
tical week, goiil^ to give the world a aecood edition of. 

Tt IB not my busiiicSS to dip my pen in this contro- 
versy ntucli UndoilbtedJy niay be wi'ote On both alde§ 

oi the question — all thnt concerns me as an historian, is 
to represent the matter of fact, and render it Credible 
to the reader, that the hiatus in F&utatoriuj' s breeches 

was sufficiently wide to receive the chesnut ; and 

that the chesnut, somehow (ir Other, did fall perpen- 
dicularly and piping ho-t intg it, without Phutatortut' t 
perceiving it, or any one else at thai time. 

The genial warmth which the chesnut intpart^d, was 
not undeJectable for the first twenty or live-and- twenty 
secODd c 3ad did no more than gently solicit Phu- 

tatoriar'i attention towards the pan % But the heat 

gradually ipcreasing, and in a few seconds njore getting 
beyond the point of all sober pleasure, and then 
advancing with aJI speed into the regiops of pain, the squl 
of Pkulatorius, together with all his ideas, hia thoughts, 
his attention, his imagioation, judgmeat, resolution, 
deliberadan, mtiocination, memory, fancy, with ten 
battalions of animal spirits, all tuniuUuousiy crowded 
down, through diiFereoD defiles and circuits, to the place 
of danger, leaving all hia upper regions, as you may 
inicigine, a^ empty as my purse. 

With the best intelJijience which all these messengers 
could bring him back, PhuSatsritts was not able to dive 
into the secret of what was going forwards below, nor 
could he make any kind of conjeettirc, what the devil 
was the matter with it : However, aa he knew not 
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t,hat EueluJ'r demotistradons, could ihey be brought io 
butter it in breach, should not aJ] have power t<j over- 
throw JL 

Torui, I aald, picked up the chesnut which Phuta- 

tariui'i wrath had fiung down the acuon was trifling 

-I am sishamed to account for it — he did it, for no 



rc^Gon, but that he thought th^e chesnut not n, jol worse 
for the adventure — and tfiat he held a good chesnut 

■worth stooping for. But this incident, trifling aa 

it was, wrought differently in Phutatorluj' s head : He 
considered this act of TopIcFj in getting off his chair 
and picking up the chesnut, as a plain acknowledg- 
ment in hirn> that the chesnut was originally his — and 
it! courae, that it muat have been the owner of the 
chesnut, and no one elae, who could have played him 
Buch a prank with it : What greatly Conlirmed him in 
tliis npinion, was this, that the table being parallelo- 
gramical and very narrow, it aiforded a fair opportunity 
for 2'ariri, who sat directly over against Phalatorsui^ of 

■lipping the chesnut in- a nd Coneequently that he did 

it. The look of soniething roore than §uspicion, which 
Phufatorlm cast full upon Torich as these thoughts aroae, 

too evidently spoke his opinion and aa PhuSaSorluj 

was naturally supposed to know mOre of the matter 
than any person besides, his opinion at once became 
the genera] one j— — -and for a reason very different 

from any which have been yet given in a little 

time it was put out of a([ manner of dispute. 

When great or unexpected events fail out upon the 

BUge of this Bubluaary world -the mind of man, 

which is an irn^ui&icive kind of a substance, natuially 
takes a flight behind the scenes to see what is the 
cause and first spring of them — The search was not 
long in this instance. 

It was well] known that Ttinci had never a, good 
opinion of the treatise which Phuiateriui had wrote tie 
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Ceruui>}nh rtiinmff(i,^i^^\^Q which he feared h^d done 

hurt in the world -and 'twas easily found out, that 

there was a mystical meaning in TorUi't prank — and that 

his checking the chesnut hot into Phuiatoriut' i **" ■ 

••••*, was a sarcsBtical fling at hta book — the doctrines 
of which, they said, h^d CHtJamcd many an honeGt man 
in the same place. 

Thia conceit awaben'd Somnolentus made v^f- 

lasfst smile nnd if you. can recollect the precise 

\aaY snA air of a man's facer int<riit in finding out a 

riddle it threw Gattripherej' s into that form — 

and in short was thought by many to be a maater -stroke 
of arch-wit. 

This, aa the reader has seen from one end to the 
other, waB aa groundlefis aa the dreams of philosophy ; 
Tortrh, no doubtj as Shakt^peare said of his ancestor 

" -was a man ofjrst" but it was teroper'd with 

.iomethiiig which withheld him from that, and many 
other ungracious pranks, of which he aa undeservedly 
bore the blaiae ; — ^but it was his miafortune all his life 
long to bear the imputation of saying and doing a thou- 
sand things, of which (unless my esteem blinds me) 

his nature was incapable. All I blame him for or 

rather, all I blame and alternately like him for, was 
that singularity of his temper, which would never suffer 
him to take pains to set a story right with the world, 
however in his power. In e¥ery ill usage of that sort, 
he acted precisely as in the affair of his lean horse 
— he could have explained it to his honour, but 

his spirit was above it; and besides, he ever looked 
upon the inventor, the propagator and believer of an 
illiberal report alike bo injurious to him— he could not 

stoop to tell his story to them and so tnisled to 

time and truth to do it for him. 

This heroic cast produced liim inconveniences in 
many respects — in the present it was followed by the 
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fixed rcsentnirrt of Phulatofiut, who, as Tarkie had 
jusi nude an end of hi* chesnut, rose up from his chair 
a second time, to let him know it — which indeed he 
did with a smile j saying only — that he would endeavour 
not to forget the obligation. 

But you must mark and carefully separate and dis- 
dngulsh these two things in your mind. 

^The smile was for the company. 

^The threat was for Torici. 



— /~^AN you tell me» quoth PLuialoriui, s^eaVing 

\j to Gastfiphtres who sal next lo him for 

one would not apply to a surgeon in so 
foolish an affair—- — can you tell me, Gajinpherts^ what 

is best to take out the fire? Ask Eugeniaj, said 

Gtuirtphms.-^- — ^That greatly depends, said Eu^miuif 
jiretending ignorance of the adventure, upon the nature 

of the part If it is a tender part, and a part which 

can coDveniently be wrdpt up— ~It ia bodli the one 

and the other, replied Phaiaioriuj, laying his hand ais 
he spoke, with an entphatical nod of his head, upon the 
pan in question, and lifting up his right leg at the same 
time to ease and ventilate it.— — ■ — -If that is the case, 
aaid EugeirtuSf I would advise you, Phutaiorius^ not to 
tamper with it by any means ; but if you wiJl send la 
the next printer, and trust your cure to such a simple 
thing as a soft sheet of paper just come off the prt-as — • 
you need do pgching more than twist it round.-^Thc 
damp p^per, quoth Torkk (who sat next to his friend 
ETi^cnifi^ though I know it has a refreshing coolness 
in it — .yet I piesume i§ no more than the Tchicle— and 
that thff oil and lamp-black with which the jiaper is so 
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■; the business. — Right, said 
Litward applicHtiao I would 
most anodyne ^od safe. 
.utripherei, aa the main thing 
, I should spread them thick 

dncctly. That would 

epiied Tffici. And be- 

.1, it. uuuld not answer the intention, 

1*" neainesj p^nd elegance of the jwe- 

Fuculty hold to be half in half; 

' he type is a very small one (which 

■rijtive particles, which come into 

. ii.i?e the advantage of being spread 

with such a mathemaiical equality 

■« ,iiid large capitals excepted) as no art 

•OT ol' the spatuJa can come up to. 

r^ luckiiy, replied Pliuiaieriux, that the 
■A my treatise de Conculinh rrtmeiuSj ia 

in the press. You may take any 

.,iid Eugenmi no matter which. 

■i, qu&th t'onci, there is no bawdry in 

just now, replied Phulat/triui, printing off 

^ti chapter which is the last chapter Init one 

k. Pray what is the title oFthat chapter? 

!i i making a respectful bow to Pbulatorius 

ive. 1 think, answered Pbulatorius, 'tis 

■ i. concuhinaria. 
•r Heaven's sake keep out of ihat chapter, quoth 
ti. 

-By all means — added Eu^entui, 
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^VTOW, (]uOtb Dldmi, riling up, and Uyiag; hif 

|\j right haad with tku £ngers spread upon bi* 

bffast— — had mch a bhjnder abaci 3 chri»- 

tun-oame tuppcocd before the RefonnatiOQ j^It 

happened the day before yesterday, ^uodi my uDcJe 
Toiy [o himself J and when hapdsm was admuusterM 
id JLatin — £*Twai ail id English, said my unclcj 



many thicga might have coiacided with it, aod upon 
the awhoriiy of sundry decreed cases, to have pro- 
nouQced the baptism null, with a power of gjnog the 
child a new name-^Had a priest, for iofbace, which 

W3B no Mcommon thing, through ig-norsDce of die 
Lutin toDgu^ baptized s child of Tom-o'SuJes, in 
m/mnt fiairut ^ JiTm iS* rptriti/m /cwftej^— the baptism 

was held null, ^I beg your pardon, replied Kytaraut 

in that case, as the mistake wa» only the irrmina- 

Hhni, the bapuam was valid-— — and to have rendered 
it nuU, the biupder of the priest should have falleo 

upon the first Kyllable of each noun and not, as 

in your case, upon the last. 

My father delighted In Eubtletiefl of this kind, and 
Uiten'ct with inlinite aittntion. 

Cmiripberes, for example, continued Kysarciiu, bap- 
tize! a child of John StradTtng' j in Gomine gatria, Stc. 
&c., instead of in NQmiiu patris, 5ic.— — Is this a 
baptism f No — say the ablest caoooists; in as much 
as the radix of each word is hereby torn up, and the 
Bense and meaning of them removed and qhanged t^uite 
to another object; for Gomin/: does not signify a name, 
nor ^alrh a fether. — What do they signify ? said my 

uncle Toly, — Nothing at all -^ — ^uoth Torkt. 

l£rgo, Biich a baptism ii nuH, said Kysarcius. 
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In course, answered Torici, in 2 tone two pai-u jest 
and one part earnesL 

But in the case ciled, conCiniied KyTomut, where 

tatri* is put for patrh, jUla Sor ^/ri, and bo on as 

it is a fault only in the declenaioD, and the roots of 
the words continue untOTich'd, the inflectiona of their 
branches either this way or that, does not in any sort 
hinder the baptism, inaarauch aa the same khbc con- 
tinues in the words aa before. But then, said 

DiJim, the intention of the priest's pronouncing 
them grammatically muat have been proved to hare 

gone along with iL Right, answered 

K^fiorcius i and of this, brother DUim, we have an 
instance in a decree of the decretals of Pope /./■o the 

Illd. But my brother's child, cried my uncle 

Toly, has nothiog to do with tlie Pope 'tia the 

plain child of a Protestant gentleman, chriateo'd Tris- 
iram againat the wills and wishes both of his father 
and mother, and all who are a-ldn to it 

If the wills and wishes, said fCyiarcius, interrupting 
my uncle Toiy, of those only who stand related to Mr 
Shandy's child, were tO have weight id this rciatter, 
Mrs Shandy, of aJ! people, has the least to do in it. 

My uncle Tohy lay'd down his pipe, and my 

father drew his chair still closer lo the table, to heur 
the coDclusion of so strange an introducdoD. 

'It has nol only been a guesuon, Captain Shandy, 

amoDget the" best lawyers and civilians la this land, 
coQtinued Kysardui, " IVhilher the moshtr bf of iin 19 
her child" — but, after much dispassionate encjuiry and 
jacQtadoQ of the arguments on all sides — -it has been 
adjudged for the negative — namely, " Thai the molher 
is not 9/ kin to her childr"\ My father instantly claipp'd 
his hand upon my uncle Tehy't mouth, under colour of 

' \'ide Swirihum on Tcitajueuis, Part 7, | B. 
t VldB Brook, Abririg, Til. AdrairiiMr. N, 47. 
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whispering id his ear ; — the truth V3s, he was alarmed 
for LillahuIIera — -and haring a great desire to hear more 
of so curiqus ao argumeot — he begg'd my uncle Toby, 
for Heavea'a sake, not to disappoint bim in it. — My 
uncle Toby gave.a ood — resumed his pipe, and conceni- 

ing himself with whistling LUlahulUn inwardly 

KyiarciiUf Diditu, and Triptelemut wcBt on with the 
discourse as follows. 

This determination, conEinued Kyiardiu, how cod- 
trary soever it may Beem to run to the stream of vulgar 
ideas, yet had reason strongly on its side; and has been 
pTii out of all manner of dispute from the famous case, 
known commonly by the name of the Duke of Suffolk' i 

case. It is cited in Brook, said Triptolemat — 

And taken notice of by Lord Coit^ aiddcd Diditu. — 
And you may find It ia S'voinharti od Tcstameotbi said 
Kymrcias. 

The Case, Mr Shondy, was this. 

In the reign of Ed'warJ the Sixth, Ckarhs duke of 
SuffoH having iaaUe a son by ore venter, and a daughter 
by another venter, made hia last will, wherein he devised 
goods to his son, and died ; after whoee death the son 
diedatso^^—butwithout will, without wife, and without 
child — his mother and hia sister by the father's side 
(for she wa? born oi the former venter) then living. 
The mother took the administr^tiop of her son's goods, 
-nccording to thestaiyte of the 21 at oi Harry xh? Eighth, 
whereby it is enacted, That in case any persoa die 
intestate the administration of his goods shall be coin- 
mitted to the next qf kin. 

The adminiatration being thus (surreptidously) 
granted to the mother, the sister by the father's side 
commenced a suit before the Ecclesiastical Judge, 
alledgirrg, 1st, That she herself was next of kin; aod 
2iily, That the mother was not of kin at all to the 
party deceased ; and [herefore prayed the court, that the 
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administration granted to the mother might be ievok«d, 
and be committed unto her, 33 next of kin to the de- 
Ceaaed, by force of the SLiid atatuce. 

Hereupon, as it was a great cause, and much 
depending upon its issue — and many causes of great 
propeny Jik«ly to be decided in times to come, by the 

precedent to be then made the moet learned, as wet] 

in the Jaws of this realm, as in ihe cinl Jaw, were 
consulted together, whether the mother was of kin to 
her Bon, ox no,— Whereunco tioi only the temporal 

lawyers ^but the church lawyers — the j-uris-consiilti 

— the juris-prudemes — the civilians — the advocates — 
the commissaries — the judges of the consistory and 
prerogative courts of Canttrhury and Tori, with the 
master of the faculties, were all unaaimously of opinion, 
Th:ii the mother was not of • kin to her child. 

And wliat said the duche&s of Suffolk to it \ saiA my 
uncle Toby. 

Theuocxpectedneseof myuncle Toij'j question, coji- 

founded Kysarc'au more thaD the ablest advocate ■ 

He scopp'd a full minute, looking in my uncle Tshy's 

face without replying and in that single minute 

TtiptoUmui put by him, and took the lead as follows. 

' Tia a ground and principle in the law, said Trlpto- 
kmuj, that things do not ascend, but descend in it ; and 
I make no doubt 'tis for this cause, that however true 
it is, that the child may be of the blood and seed of its 

parents ^that the parents, tievertbeless, are not of the 

blood and seed of it ; inasmuch as the parents are not 
begot by the child, but the child by the parents — For so 
they write, L.'iheri tunl de languine patrh ^5* malrit, sed 
j)ater i^ mater non junl tie sanguine liberonim. 

But this, Tripioletnai, cried JJldias, proves too 

much — for fron] this authority cited it would follow, 

■ Mnter non numeraiur inier consacgumeos, Bald, in ulL 
C. de Verb, sjgnific. 
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not only what indeed is granted on all sidefl, that the 
motlier is not of kin to her child — but the father likewiac. 

It LB held, said TriploUmmf [he better ojiinion ; 

because the father, the mother, and the child, thotigh 
thpy be three persona, yet are they but {^una earo*) 
one flesh ; and conecquently no degree of kindred— — 

or any method of acquiring one in naiure. There 

you [iuah the argument again too far, cried DiJius- 

for there is no prohibition m nature, though there is in 

the Levitical law hut that a man may be^et a child 

upon his grandmother in which case, supposing 

the isBue a daughter) she would stand ia relation both of 

But who ever thought, cried Kyiardiist of lying 

with his grandmother? The youtig gentleman, 

replied Tur'uht whom Sdden speaks of ^\vho not 

only thought of it, but justified his intention to hia 
father by the argument drawn from the law of retaliation. 
—"You lay, Sir, with my mother," said the lad — 

"why may not I lie with yoitrs ? " 'Tia the jlrgu- 

TTimlum commune, added Torhk, 'Tib as good^ replied 

JLagrniui, taking down bis hat, as they dcBcrFC. 
The company broke up. 



^ AND pray, said my uncle Toby, leaning upon 

f^ Torick, as he and my fatlier were helping 

him leisurely down the stairs -don't be 

terrified, madam, this stair-case conwersation is not so 

long as the last— ^ And pray, Torkk, said my uncle 

Toliy, whicb way is this said affair of Tristram at 

length settled by these learned men ? Very sattsfiictorily, 

replied Tench s no mortal, Sir, has any concrm with 

* Vido Brook, Abridg. tit Administr. N. 47'. 
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it for Mra Shandy the mother is noLhing ^t all 

a-kin to him and as the mother's is the surest 

ude Mr ShantJy, in course, is Btili less than nothing 

In short, he is not as much a-kin to him. Sir, 



as I am.- 



his head. 



-That may well bCf said my father, shaking 



-Let the learned say what they will, there must 



certainly, qiioth my uncle Taly, have been some «or£ 
of consanguiDity betwixt the duchess of Sitff'oii and 
her son. 

The rulgar are of the same opinion, quoth Torick, to y 
this hour« 



T 



boDe- 



HOUGH my father was hugely tickled with 

the subtleties of these learned discourses 

'twas still but like the anointing of a broken 
-The moment he got home, tlie weight of 



his afflictions returned upon htm but so much the heavier, 
as is ever the case when the staff we leRn on slips from 
under us. — He became pensive — walked frequently 
forth to the fish-pond— let down one loop of hisi hat 

sigh'd often- ^forbore to snap — ^nd, as the 

hasiy sparks of temper, which occasion snapping, so 
much assist perspiration and digestion, as Hippoeratet 
telb uft — he had certainly fallen ill with the extinction 
of theiti, had not his thoughts been critically drawn off) 
and his health rescued by a fresh train of disquietudes 
left him, with a legacy of a thousand pounds, by my 
Aunt Dtnaht 

My father had scarce read the letter, when taking 
the thing by the right end, he instantly began to plague 
and puzzle hii head how to lay it out mostly to the 
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honour of his family.^A hundred -and -fifty odd pro- 
jects took possession of his brjiins by turns — he wouEd 
do this, and th.it, and t'other — He would go Lo Rome 

he would go to law he would buy stock 

he would buy John Hohson'i farm — he would new fore- 
front his house, and add a new wing to make it even 

There was a fine water-mill on this side, and he 

would buUd 3 wind-mill on the other side of the river 
in fuJl view to answer it — But above all thinga in the 
world, he would inclose the great Ox-moor, and Bend 
ojl my brother Bobby immediately upon his travels. 

But as the sum was Jinitt, and consequently could 

not do every thing and in truth very tew of these 

to any purpose — of all the projects which offered diem- 
eelvcs upon this occasion, the two last seemed to make 
the deepest impression { and he would infallibly have 
determined upon both at once, but for the STnal! incor- 
veoience hinted at above, which absolutely put him 
under a necessity of deciding in favour either of the 
one or the other. 

Thia was not altogether bo easy to be done; for 
though 'tis certain my father had long before set his heart 
upon thia necessary part of my brother's education, and 
like a prudent man had actually determined to carry it 
into execution, with the first money that returned from 
the aecond creation of actions in the Mitiuippi-ichime, 

In which he was an adventurer yet the Ox-moor, 

which was a fine, large, whinny, utidraiAed, unim- 
jiroved common, belonging to the Shandy-estAtc, had 
almost Hi old a claim upon him: be had long and 
affectlnnately set his heart upon turning it likewi^ to 
sOnle account. 

But having never hitherto been pressed with such a 
conjuncture of things, aa made it necessary to settle 

either the prioiity or justice of their clatma like a 

wise man he had refrained entering into any mQc or 
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cntical cxaminauon about them : so that upon the dis- 
mission of every other project at this crisis die 

two old projects, the Ok-moor and my Brother, 
divided him, again \. and so equal a match were they for 
each mhcr^ afr to become the occasioD of do small can- 
test in the old gentleman's mind — which of the two 
should be set o'going first. 

People may laugh as they will — but the case was 

this. 

It had ever been the custom of the femily, and by 
length of time was almost become a matter of eammon 
righlf that the eldest son of it should have free ingress, 
egress, and regress into foreign parts before marriage 
— not only for the aake of bettering hia own privace 
parts, by the benclic of exercise a;nd change of so much 
air — but simply for the mere delectation of hia fancy, 
by the feather put into his cap, of having been abroad 
— lantum vol^tt my father would flay, quantum ionai. 

Now as this was a reasor.:iblet and in course a mcist 

chriatian indulgence to deprive him of it, without 

why or wherefore and thereby make an example 

of hini, afl the first ShunJy unwhirl'd about Eui'ope in a 

post-chaise, and only because he was a heavy lad— 

would be using him ten times worse than a Turk. 

Oil the other handj the case of the Ox^moor was 
full as hard. 

Exclusive of the original purchaM-money, which 
was eight hundred pounds it had cost the family 
eight hundred pounds more in a law-s-uit about fifteen 
years before — besides the Lord knows what trouble 
and vexation. 

It had been moreover in possesaion of the ShanJy- 
family ever since the middle of the last century; and 
though it lay fiill in view before the house, baonded on 
one extremity by the water-rail!, and on the other by 
the projected wind-mil! B|)okiCD of above— and for all 
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these reasons seemed to have [he fairest title of any 
part of the estate to the car* and protection of the 
Iami]y — yet by an unaccountahie fatality, conimon to 

men, as we]] as the ground they tread op it had all 

a.Iong most shamefully been overlool^'d j and to speak 
the truth of it, had Buffered so much by it, that it 
would hsvr made any man'a heart have bled ^Qbadiah 
eaid) who understood, the vaJue of the land, to have 
rode over it, and only seen the condition it was in. 

However, as neither the purchasing this tract of 

ground nor indeed the placing of it where it lay, 

were either of them, properly speaking, of my father's 

doing lie had never thought himself any way 

concerned in the aflair till the fifteen years 

hefore, when the breaking out of that cursed law-suit 
niieiitioned shove (and which had arose about its 

baundariee) which, being altogether my father's 

own act and deed, it n;itiirally awakened every other 
argument in its favour, and upon summing them all up 
together, he saw, not merely in intereatf but id honour, 

he was bound to do something for it and that now 

or never was the time. 

I think there must certainly have been a mixture of 
ill-luck in it, that the reasons on both sides should 
happen to be so equally balanced by e-ach other; for 
though Trty father weJghM them in all huffioura and 

COnditiotis spent many an anxious houf in the 

mOat pfdfoEirld and abstracted meditation Upoti what 
waa best to be done — reading books of farming One 

day- books of travels another laying asiide all 

pasaon whatever — viewing the arguments On both sides 
in all their lights and circurastanceft— communing every 
day with my uncle ToiSji^-arguing with Torick, and 
talking Over the whole affair of the Ox-moor with OhaiOah 

yet pothing JQ alt that time appeared w gtrt>ag!y 

in behalf of the one, which was not either strictly 
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3|pp!icab[c to the othi^r, or at least so far counterbalanced 
by some consitlerauon of tc^ual w»ght» aa to keep the 
scales even, 

F-OI tp be sure, with proper helps, and in the hands 
of some people, thp' the Ojc-ntopr would undoubtedly 
have ma:de & different appearance in the world from 
what ix did, or ever could do in the condition ii lay 
— ^ — ^yet every tittle of thia was true, with regard to 

my brother Jiotliy let Ohadtah say what he 

would. 



In point of intereat the contest, I own, at first 

sight, did not appear bo undecisive beiwixt tliem; for 
whenever my fadier took pen and ink in hand, and set 
nbout calculating the simple ex^ence of paring and 
burning, and fencing in the Ox-moorf &c. &c. — with 

the certain profit it would bring him in return the 

latter turned out so prodigiously in hia way of working 
the account, that you would have sworn the Ox-moor 
would have carried all before iL For it was plain he 
should reap a hundred lasts of rape, at twenty pounds a 

last, the very first year beaideR an excellent crop of 

wheat the year following and the year after that, 

to speak within bounds, a hundred but in all likeli- 
hood, a hundred and fifty if not two hundred 

qufirters of pease aud beans betldefi potatoes without 

endi But then, to think, he was all tliis while 

breeding up my brother, like a hog to eat them 

knocked all on the head ^gaiSj and generally left the 
old gentleman in such a -state of suspence^^— that, as 

he often dec!a.fed to my uncle 7'oiy he knew no 

more than his heels what to do. 

No body, but he who haa felt i(, Can conceive what 
a plaguing thing it ii to have a man's mind torn asunder 
by two project* of ecjuail strength, both obstinately 
pulling in a contrary direction at the same time : for to 
aay nothing of the havock, which by a certain cor lequence 
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is unavoidably made by it all osCT the fijitr aysteni of 
th? nerves, which you. know convey tlie animal spirits 
and more e«hi|c juices from the heart to the bead, and so 
on — — it is not to be told in what a degree such a 
wayward kind of friction works upon the more gross 
and sdid pans, wasting the fat and impairing the 
strength of a man every time ae it goes backwardE and 
forwards. 

My father Had certainly sunk under this evil, ns 
certainly slb he had done uoder that of my chuistian 

N-AME had he not been rescued out of it, sa he was 

out of that, by a fresh evil the misfortune of my 

brother Bubby^i death. 

Wh;Lt K the life of maa \ Is it not to shift from 
side to aide I from sorrow to sorrow ? to 



button up one cause of vcxatioo- 
I another I 



^nd unbuttoa 



i 



(E-Eiaptrc jniU 

FROM this moment I 2.m to be considered ss heir- 
apparent to the Shatuly family and it is from 

this point properJy, that the atory of my Life 
and my Opinions eets out. With all my hurry and 
precipitation, I have but been clearing the ground to 

raise the building and such a btiilding do I foresee 

it will turn out, as never was planned, and as never was 
executed since jidam. In, less than five minutes I shall 
have thrown my pen into the fire, and the little drop 
of thick ink which is left remaining at the bottom of 
my ink-horn, after it — I have but half a score tilings to 

do in the time 1 have a thing to name a thing 

to lament- na thing to hope a thing to promise, 

and a thing ta threaten — I have a thing to suppose — ■ 
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right and which the wrong end of a woman,, is the thing 
to br cmcfoffJ—ix. ihaJl be told you In the next chs-pter 

but one to my chapter of Button-hglea and jjot one 

chapte-i- before- 

Apd now that you have just got to the end of th-ese • 

four voltimes the thing I have to aii is,, how you 

feel your heads ? my own akea di&mally t as for 

your healths, I know, they are much better. — True 
Shandehm, think what you will against it, opens tlie 
heart and lunga, and Hke all chose alfections which 
paiuke of its nature, tt forces the blood and odier vital 
fluiils of the body to run freely through ita chan- 
nels, makes the wheel of life run long and chearfuUy 
round. 

Waa I left, like Sancho Panca, to choose my king- 
dom, It should not be itiaritime — or a kingdom of blacks 
to make & jienny of j — no, it should be a kingdom of 
hearty kughtng aubjects : And as the bilious and more 
Gaturnine passionSj by creating disorders in the blood 
and humours, have as bad an influence, I see, upon the 

body politick as body natural and as nothing but -a 

habit of virtue can fully govern those passions, and sub- 
ject them to reason 1 ahoiJd add to my prayer 

■ — that God would give my subjects grace to be as 
WISE sa they were werrv i and then should I be the 
happiest moQ^rch, and they the happiest people under 
heaven. 

And HO, with this moral for the present, may it pt^se 
your worships and yOuT reverenceSj I take my !eave of 
you till thia time twelve-ffionth, when, (ualeas this vile 
cough kills me in the raeas time) I'll have another pluck, 
at your beards, and lay Open a Story to the world you 
little dream of. 
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Volumes j * they are the beat my talents, with 
Buch bad health as I hate, could prociuce: — had Pro- 
vidence granted me a larger stock of either, they hnd 
been a much more proper present to your Lordship. 

I beg your Lordship will forgive me, if, at the same 
dme I dedicate this work to you, I join Lady S?EKCEit, 

in the liberty I take of inscribing the stof y of Z,e Fever 

* Volaraes V. and VI, in tb: Grst Cdiiicn. 

U. Ml I 
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to her name ; for which I hare do other moUTe, wluch 
my heart has infwmed me of, bat that the story is a 
hnmaoe toe. 

I am, 

Mr Lord, 
Your Lordship's most devoted 

and most humble Serraot, 

LAUR. STERNE. 




BOOK V. 



Cbapttc f. 

IF It had not beeq for those iwo mettlesome dts, and 
that madcap of a pottilUoD who drove them from 
Sulton to Stamford, the thought had never entered 

my head^ He flew like lightning there was a 

slope of three miles and a half we scarce touched 

the ground the motion was most rapid most 

impetuous 'iwaa cocnmunicated to my brain — 

my heart partook of it ** By the great God of 

day," said I, Eooking towards the sun, and thniating 
my arm out of the fore-window of the chaise, ua I 
made my vow, *' I will lock up my atudy-door the 
moment I get home, and throw the key of it ninety 
feet bwlow the surface of die earth, into the draw-well 
at the back of my houBe." 

The London waggon confirmed me in my resolu- 
tion ! it hung tottering upon the iiill, scarce progressive, 
drag'd — drag'd up by eight heavy ieaitj — " by main 

strength! — —qmoth I, nodding but your betters 

draw the time way and something of everybody's 1 

O rare ! " 

Tell tne^ ye learned, shall we for ever be adding so 
much to the luli — so little to the Hoei ? 

Shall we for e^-er makt new books, as apothecaries 
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make new miKmres, by pourEng only out of one vessel 
into ancther ? 

Are we for ever to be twifiting, and untwisting the 
asae rope ? for ever in the same track — ^for ever at the 
same pace I 

Shall we be desdned to the days of eternity, on 
holy-days, as well as working'da.y3, to be shewing the 
reiich /^learning, as monka do the relic ks of their sainta 
— without workinj; one — one single miracle with them ? 

Who made M^o, with powers which dart him 
From earth to heaven in a momect — that great, that 
mOBt eKcelleot, and most noble creature of the world 
— the miracle of nature, as Zoroa&ter in his book 
vifi ^usiui called him — the S>]£kinah of the divioe 

preaence, as Chryaostom the image of God, ai 

Moacs the ray of divinity, as Plato — the marvel 

of martieli, as Ariatotle — to go sneaking on at this 
pitiful — pimping ^pettifogging rate ? 

I acorn to be aa abusive aa Horace upon the occa-f 

sioO' bu: if there is no catachrcaia in. the wiah, 

and no ain in it, I wish from my— Bflulj that every 
imitator in Great Britalti^ France, and Ireland, had the 
farcy for hia pains i and that there was a good farcical 
house, brge enough to hold — aye — and sublimate thfim, 
iha^ rag atid bch-lall, male and female, all together : 

and this leads me to the aFair of iVhiska-i but, 

by what chain of ideas^I leave as a legacy ia mart-mam 
to Prudes and Tartufs, to enjoy and make the most of. 



UPON WHISKERS. 

I'm sorry I made it ''twas as incoDsiderate a 

promise as ever eotered a man's head A chapter 

upon whiskers! alas! the world will not bear it — 'ub 
a delicate world but I knew not of what mettle 
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it was made — dot had I ever seen the under-writtea 
fragment ; otherwise, as surely^ as nosea are noses, and 
whiskers are whiskera atill {let ihe world say what it 
will to die contrary) j so surely wodd I have steered 
clear of this dangerous chapter. 



THE FRAGMENT. 



You are half asleep, my good lady, said the 

old gentiemao, taking hold of the old lady'a handr 
and giving it a gende equeeze, as he pronounced the 

word jyhiikert shall we change the subject? By 

no raeana, replied the old lady — I like your accoimE 
of those mattera ; so throwing a thin gauze handiker- 
chief oTer her head, and leaning it back upon the 
chair with her face turned towards him, and advanc- 
ing her two feet as she reclined herself 1 desire^ 

continued ahe, you will go on. 

The old gentleman went on as followA: 

Whiskers ! cried the queen of Navarre, dropping her 

knotting ball, as La Fsiicuse uttered the word 

jWhiskefB, madam, said La Fosseuic^ pinoiag the ball 
'to the queen'a apron, and making a courtesy as she 
repeated iL 

La Foisfuse*s voice was naturally sioft and low, 
yet ^twas an articulate voice: and every letter of the 
word iVhUhcTi fell distinctly upon the queen of Na- 
varre^i car— Whiskers ! cried the cjueeo, laying a. 
greater stress upon the word, and as if she had atill 

diatmsted her ears Whiskers 1 replied La Fosseiue, 

repeating the word a third time There is not & 

caiMlier, madam, of his age ia Navarre, continued the 
maid of honour, pressing the page's intereat upon the 
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ow«i, ihat has so gallant a pir Of what i cried 

Afargaret, Bmiling-— Of whiskers, said La Fofiemtf 
'U'ith iflliniw tnodesiy. 

The word Wbisiert still stood its groundf and 
continued to be made use of in most of the beat 
fdnipanics throughout the little kingdom of Na-uarrty 
notwithslandtng the iiidisCfeet use which JLa F'osi- 
rujf had made of it: th<; truth was, Xu Foaeaie had 
nfooouDCcd the word, not only before the queen, but 
Upon iundry other OcCasiona at court, with an accent 
which alu'aya impEied something of a mystery — And 
U the court of Jifargaret, as ail the world knows, 
was 3t that time a mixture of galkntry and deration 
and whiskers being as applicable to the one, as 

the other, the word naturalJy stood its ground 

it gsin'd full 3S much 3.s it lost; that is:, the clergy^ 

were for it the- laity were a^inm it aod for 

the women, iheji were divided. 

The excellency of the figure and mien of the 
young Sieur De Croix, was at that time begiaoing 
to draw the aiiention oT the maids of honour towards 
the terrace befoie the palace gate, where the guard 
WJis mounted. The lady De BautJtere fell deeply in 

love with him, La Batlareile did the same — it was 

the finest weather for it, that ever was remembered in 

K<Tvarrf La Guyol, La Maronette, La Saiatiere, 

fril in love with the Siegr De Cretx also La 

/ffAwrj and La Fot:euie knew better De Cram 

h.id failed in an attempt to recommend himaelf to 
La JiAewt ; and La Reheurt and La Fetieuje were 
ini^arible. 

The queen of Navarre was sitting with her ladies in 
the painted bow-window, facing the gate of the second 
court, as Dt Croix passed through it — He is hand- 
some, said the Lady JSatuiiere^ — ■ — He has a good mien, 
flaid La BattareUt He is finely shaped, said La 
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Guyol — I nsver saw an officer of the horee-guards in 

my life, eaid La Maronftff, with two such lega Or 

who Mood BO weJ] upon them,, said La Sahalitre 

Byt he has no whiskers, cried La Fotuuie Not a 

pile, said La RthQurj, 

The queen went directly ta her oratory, musing all 
the way, as she walked through the gallery, upnti the 
aubject; turning it this way and that way in her fancy 

— j^ve Maria! what can La Faireuse mean? 

said she, kneeling down upon the cushion. 

La Gtiye!, La Batlarette, La MarenetU, La Saki- 

tkre, Fedred instantly to their chambers ■ 

Whiskers 1 eaid all four of them to themselvcB, as they 
bolted thetr doors on the inside. 

The Lady CamavaSeiie waa counting her beads 
with both hands, unsuspected, under her fartliingal 

from St Aatimy down to St Ursula inclusive, not 

a saint passed through her fingers withooi whiskers ; St 
FtantUi St Dominici, St Scnnei^ St BosHf St Briilgcl^ 
had all whiskers. 

The Lady Baujisere had got into a wilderness of 
conceiCSj with moralizing too intricately upon La 

Fasieus^j text' -She mounted her palfrey, her page 

followed her the host passed by — the Lady 

Bansjiert rode on. 

One denier, cried the order of mercy— ^ne isipgle 
denier, in behalf of a thousand patient captives, whose 
eyes look towards heaven and you for their redemption. 

^' The Lady Saujsurf rode on. 

Pity the upliappy, said a devout, veijerable, hqary- 
hcaded man, meekly holding up a box, begirt with 
iron, in his withered hand c- - ■ I beg for the unfor- 
tunate—good my Lady, 'tis for a prison— for an 
hospital — 'tis for an old man-~— a poor man undone by 

shipwreck, by suietysliip, by fire 1 calt God and 

all liis angels to witness 'tis to clothe the naked 
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-to feed the hungry 'tia to comfort the siclc 



and the broken -hearced. 

The Lady Batistiere rode on. 

A decayed kinsman bowed himself to the ground. 

The Lady BatisjUre rode on. 

He ran begging bare-headed on one wde of her 
palfieyj coojiiring her by ihe former bonda of friend- 

sliip, ^Uiaace, coaaanguiaity. Sic. Cousin, aunt, 

SiHlef, mother, for vijrtue''s sake, for yOur own, for 

mine, for Chriat'fi sake, reraember (tie pity me. 

The Lady Baussiere rode on. 

Take hold of my whiskers, safd the Lady Sausciere 
-The page took hold of her palfrey. She dis- 



mounted at the end of the terrace. 

There are eOme trains of Certain ideas which leave 
printa of themselves about our eyes and eye-E)row8 ; 
and there k a coDsciouaoeas of it, sofnewhere about the 
heart, which B^rvea but to make these etchings the 
atropger— we see, spell, and put them together without 
3 dictionsry. 

Ha, ha ! he, hee ! cried La Guyo/ and La Sabatiere, 
lookiog close at each other's prints — —Ho, ho ! cried 
La Batlarelle and Maronetie, doing the earae ; — Whist ! 
cried ooe — fit, 6t>— said a second — hush, ^uoth a third 
— poo, poo, replied a fourth — ^grameicy ! cried the Lady 
CaraavaUette i 'twasshewhobewhisker'dStiJrii^/r. 

La Fosjeuie drew her bodkin from the knot of her 
hair, and having traced the outline of a small whisker, 
with the blunt end of it, upon one aide of her upper 
]jp, put it into La Rebsurs' hand — La Rdeurs shook 
her head. 

The Lady Batut'iere coughed thrice into the inside 
of her muff — La Gttyol amiied — Fy, said the Lady 
BautiUre. The queen of Navarre touched her eye 
with the tip of her forc'linger — as much as to say, 
I understand you all. 
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'TwaB phin to the whole court the word was 
ruined: La Foiimse had given it a wound, and it 
WHS DOt the better for passing through all these deliiea 

It made a faint stand, howerer, for a few months, 

by the expiration of which, the Sieur De Croix, finding 
it high time to leave Navarre for want of wSiiakers — ■ — 
the word in course became indecent, and (after a few 
effbna) abaalutely unfit for uhe. 

The beat word, in the best language of the beat 
world., must have suffered under such combinations. 

^The curate of ^Etteiia wrote a book against 

them, setting forth the dangers of accessory ideas, and 
wamiug the Navarob against them. 

Does, not all the world know, aaid the curate 
d*E»eIla at the conclusion of his work, that Nosea ran 
the same fete some centuries ago in most parts, of 
Europe, which Whisfeers have now done in the king- 
dom oi Navarre? — The evil indeed spread do farther 
then — but have not beds and bolsters, and Dtghtcaps 
and chamber-pots stood upon the brink of destruc- 
tion ever since? Are not trouse, and placket-holes, 
and pump-handles — and spigots and faucets, in danger 
srill from the same aasociadon i — — Chastity, by nature, 

the gentlest of all affections — give it but its head 

'tis like a ramping and a roaring lion. 

The drift of the curate d^Eitdlds argument was not 
understood.— They ran the scent the wrong way- — 
The world bridled his ass at the tail. — And when the 
extremes of deucacy, and the ifgrnJiiffyj-of coNCUPrscEKCE, 
hold their next provincial chapter together, they may 
decree that bawdy also. 
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without leave — without money — without governor? 

cried my father in amazement. No: he is dffld, 

my dear brother, quoth my uncle Toby. — ^Without 
being ill ? cried my father again, — I dare say not, aaid 
my uncle Teiy, in a low voice, and fetching a deep aigh 
from the bottom of hla heart, he has been ill enough, 
poor lad ! I'll answer for him for he is dead. 

When j^gripfiina was told of her aoo'a death, Tacitus 
infofms uH, that, not being able to modera.te the violence 
of her passione, she abf ujjtly broke ofF her work. — My 
tathei" stuck hii compasses into Nmers, biit sa much 
the faster. — What contrariedes ! hia, indeed, was matter 
of calculatiofl I — j^grippina's must have been quite A 
different affair; who else Could pretend to reason from 
history i 

How my father went on, in my opinion, d^Eerves a 
chapter to itself. — 



^And a chapter it shall have, and a devil 

of a one too — SO look to yourselves. 

'Tis either Pfalo, Of Plutarch, or Scfieca^ Of Xenoprion, 
or Mp'cctelus, Or "Theophraitus, or Luctati—Cr some one 
perhaps of later date — either C^rJin, or BudjtuSf or 
Petranbi or Stella— o^ poBs-ibly it may be some divine 
or father of the church, St Auiiia, or St Cyprian, or 
Barnard, who affirms that it is an irresistible and natural 
passioD to weep for the \q^ of otir friends or children^— 
and Stneia {I'm positive) teUs us somewhere, that such 
griefs epacuate themselvee best by that particular chauael 
— And accordingly we find, that DavUi wept for his 
son Abjtdom—J^drian for his Anl'mous — N'tobe for her 
children, and iha: Apdlotlorui and Cr'Un both shed tears 
for SocraUi before his death. 
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Mj- father managed his afflicilon othervtse ; and 
indeed diflerentiy from most men either ancienC or 
modern ; for he neither wept it ai*^y, aa the Befrre^s 
and the Romans — or slept it ofF, aa the Laplanderi — or 
hanged it, as the ^nglhh, or drowned it, aa the- Germanj 
— nor did he curse it, or damn it, or eKCOmmufflCate it, 
or rhyme it, or lOkbulJ-ero it. 

He got rid of it, however- 

Will your wotihipa giye me leare to Gqiieez? in a 
eiory between these two pagca ? 

When Tuliy waa bereft of his deir daughter TwHo, 
at firflt he laid it to hia heart, — he [isteoed to the voice 
of nature, and modulated his owp unto it.— O my Tufliaf 
my dsyghter ! my child ! — still, still, still,— 'twas O my 
jy/ii/— my Tullia/ Methinks I see my TuHioj I hear 
my Tallia, I talk with my Tullia. — Bui as soon as he 
began to look ioto the sioies -of philosophy, and consider 
how many excell'cpt things might be said upon the 
occasioD — DO body upon earth can conceive, says the 
great orator, how happy, how joyful it made me. 

My father waa as proud of his eJoqueace as Marcus 
TuLLius CicERQ could be for his life, and, for aught I 
am convinced of to the contrary at present, with aa 
much reason : it was indeed hie strength — and hia 

weakness too. His strength— for he was by nature 

elotjuent; and hia weaknesa— for he was hourly a dupe 
to it; and, provided an occasion in life would but permit 
him to shew his talents, or say either a wise thing, a 
witty, or a shrewd one — (bating the case of a systematic 
miBfortune) — he had all he wanted. — A blessing which 
tied up my father's tongue, and a misfortune which 
let it loose with a good grace, were pretty equal t 
sometimes, indeed, the misfortune was the better 
of the two i for instance, where the pleasure of the 
harangue waa as ^m, and the pain of the miafoitunc 
but aa ^ve — my father gained half in half, and con- 
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Mf ■prttT and Hf wadt Ttif rapeurj mj fiifer 
wwidfcrifaJ«hrf<Viliil TiAKifaae»m 

«hU br M eKlof Che liii See kre! joa 

ntalt died my foher, pdna^ is ifce ^ik, whajoK 
hare done I It vuoatme, taA ^ -^ * Bam 

&a I knov that ? rep&ed sy fislHi:. 

Triumph •wani in joj Ettbcr'x cya, at tlie 1 1 |ib li i 
the ^it'u kail bf OQght water into ibtm — a&d » OSa^aA 
bmrd DO roorr about H. 

Kow let u* £0 back to toy biotber'B death. 

Philosophy ha» a fine u.yiDg for c»cry thing. — For 
Death if hu 2n rntire set ; the roiaery was, they all a| 
once tushrd into my father'a head, that 'twaa dii&cult 
10 ■trifif; them togrthcrf bo as to liiaike any thing of a 
comiitcnt »ht>w out oi them. — He took them a« they 
■cjinif. 

" 'Til un inc»itab!c chance — the Grn statute in Magna 



OP TRISTEAlt SKANDV, 



155 



I 



Charla — it is an everlasting act of parliament, my dear 
brother, — Ail must die. 

"If my son could not have died, it had been matter 
of wonder, — not that he la dead. 

" Monarchs and princes dnnce in the Barac ring 
with UB. 

"^•Ts die, is the great debt and tribute due unto 
nature: toinbB and monuments, which nhould perpe- 
tuate oar memoriest pay tC themselves j and the proudeat 
pyramid of them all, which wealth and science have 
erected, haa loat its apex, and stands obtnincated in the 
tfaveller'a horizon." (My father found he got great 
ease, and went on) — "iCingdoma and provinces, and 
towns and cities^ have they not their peiiods? and 
when those principles and powers, which at first 
cemented and put them together, have performed their 
sereraJ evolutions, they falj back."— Brotlier Skandy, 
said my uncle Toby, laying down hi« pipe at the word 
evolutions — Revolutions, I meant, quoth my father, 
— by heaven ! I meant revolutions, brother Toby — 
evolutiona is nonsense,— ^—'Tis not nonsenae^-said my 

uncle Toby. But is it rot nonaense to break the 

thread of auch a discourse upon such an occasion ? 
cried my father — do not— dear Taby, continued he, 
taking him by the hand, do not— do not, I beseech 

thee, interrupt me at this crisis. My uncle Toby 

put his pipe into his mouth. 

** Where is Troy and My^enm, and Thebft and D«ioi, 
and Peritpoih and Agriginttim ? " — conUnued my father, 
taking up his book of post-rcada, which he had laid 
dowci. — f What is become, brother Tody, of Ninrueh 
aad Bahyki), of Cixkum and Mi(yhnit ? The fairesC 
towns that ever the sun rose upon, are H'OW no more ; 
the cumes only are left, and those (for many of them 
are wrong spelt) are falling themselvea by piece-meals 
to decay, and in length of time will be forgotten, and 
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involTed. with every rhing In a perpetual night i the 
wortd itself, brother Toiy, muai — must come to an 
end. 

" Returcing out of Asinj when I sailed from Mgina 
towards Msgara" ^luim can ihh have hcen ? thaugbi 
iTijr uncle ToJjr) " I began tO ¥ie* the COuatfy eoimd 
abouL j^gina was behind mr, Mcgara was before, 
Pyrtut Od the right h^nd, Carinlh (m the left. — ^WEiat 
flourishiDg tOwDs now prostrate upon the 'Carth E AJ^a ! 
alas ] add I to myself, that man shouM disturb his aoui 
for the loaS of a ehild, whea bO much As this lies 

awfully buried in his presence Remember, said I 

to myself aigain — remember thou art a man." — 

Now ray uncle 7o£y knew not that this last paragraph 
Was an extract of Serviui Siilpicius'j consolatory letter 
to Tul^y. — He had as Uttle skill, honest man, in the 
fragiaeatK, as he had in the whole pi^ce^ of antiquity. — 
And as my father, whilst he was concerned in the Turkey 
trade, had been three or four difFerent times in the 
Levant, in one of which he had stajd a whole year and 
a,Q half at Zant, my uncle Toby nacuraUy concluded, 
that, in some one of these periods, he had talten a trip 
across the jirchipdago ipto jitia ; and that all this 
sailing affair with jEgifta behind, and Megara before, 
and Pyrau-i on the right hand, &c. &c., was nothing 
more ih^n ihe true courBe of my father's voyage and 
rcEections. — 'Twaa certainly in his mtznaer, and. many 
an undertaking critic would have built two etories 
higher upon worse foundations. — And pray, brother, 
quoth my uncle Tehy, laying the end of his pipe upon 
my father's hand in a kindly way of interruption — hut 
waiting till he finished the account — what year of our 
Lord was this ? — 'Twas no year of our Lord, replied 
my father. — That'a imposBible, cried my uncle ToJ/y. 
— -Simpleton ! said my father, — 'twas forty years before 
Christ was boro. 
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My unc3e Tohy had but two things for it j either to 
suppose his brother to be the wandering Jriv, or that 
his misfortunes had disordered hia brain. — "May the 
Lord God of heaven and earth protect him and restore 
him," said my uncle l^ohy, praying silentjy for my 
father, and with tears in his eyps, 

— My fscher placed the tear? to 3 proper account, 
and went on with his h^raTigue with great spirit. 

" Tberr is not sitcS ^reac odds, brother Toby, betwixt 

good and sitI, as the world imagines " (this way of 

setting qIF, by the bye, was not likely to cure my uncle 
Teiy'f sugptciDas,) "" Labour, sorrow, grief, sick- 
ness, want, and woe, are the sauces of life." — Much 
good may it do them — said ray ancle Tsfy to him- 
self. 

"My son is dead! — so much the better; — 'lis a 
shame in such a tempest to have but one an<:hor." 

" But he is gone for ever from us ! — be it flo. He 
is got from under the hands of his barber before he 
was bald — he Is but risen from a feast before he waa 
surfeited — from a banquet before he had got drunken." 

"The Thraciani wept when a child was born" — 
(and we were very near it, quoth my uncle TbIj^ — 
"and feasted and made merry when a man went out 

of the world ; and with reason. Death opens the 

gate of fame, and shuts the gate ai envy after it, — it 
unloosea the chain of the captiTC, and puts ttie bonds- 
man's task into another man a hands," 

"Shew me the man, who knows what life is, who 
dreads it, and I'D ahew thee a prisoner who dreads his 
liberty." 

Is it not becier, my dear brother Tohy^ (for mark — 
our appetites are but diseases) — is it not better not to 
hunger at all, than to eat I — not to thirsE, than to take 
physic to Cure it ? 

Is it not bettcc to he freed from cares and Agufs, 

II. K 
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fropi lo¥C and melancholy, and the other hot and cold 
fits of life, than, tke a galled traveller, who comes 
weary to hia idd, to be bound to begin htB journey 
afresh ? 

There is no terroor, brother Tsty, in its looks, but 
what it borrows from groane and convulsioDS — and 
the blowing of noses and the wiping away of teaia 
with the bottoms of curtains, in a dying man's room. 
' — Strip it of these, what is it? — 'Tis better in battle 
thau in bed, said my uocle Ti^y. — Take away its 
hcrses, its mutes, and its mouroing, — its plumea, 
scuicheons, and other mechanic aids — ^What is it? 

Better In batik! continued my father, smiling, for 

he had absolutely forgot my brother Bebby — 'tis terrible 
no way — for consider, brother Toby^ — when we are 
— death is not ,- — and when death h — we are not. My 
uncle Toby laid down his pipe to consider the propoai- 
tion; my father's eloquence was too rapid to stay for 
any man — away it went, — and hurried my uncle Tahy't 
ideas along with it. — ■- — 

For this reason, continued my father, 'da worthy 
to recollect, how litde alterationf in great men, the 
approachea of death have made. — yeipaiiaa dial in a 
jest upon his close-stool — Gaiba with a sentence — 
Septimus Several in a dispatch^ Ttifr/i// in dtssimula- 
tionj and Cit^at j^ugmtus in a compliment. — I hope 
'twas a sincere onc'^qiioth my uncle Toby. 

— 'Twas Co hia wSfCj — said my father. 
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'And lasdy — for all the choice aoeciiotea which 
history can j^roduce of this nutter, continued tny father, 
— thia, like the gilded dome which covers in the fabric 
— crowns all. — 

'Tis of Coitifllut Gdtluj, the prEtor — which, I dare 
say, brother Toiy, you have read, — I dare say I have 
not, replied my uncle. He died, sad my father, 

hta wife, said my uncle Toby — there could be no hurt 
in it — That's more than 1 know — replied my father. 



MY mother was going very gingerly in the dark 
along the passage which led to the parlour, as 
my uncle Toiy praoounccd th« word •aiife. 
^'Tis a shrill penetrating Bound of itself, and Oladiah 
had helped it by leaving the door a little a-jar, so that 
my mother heard enough of it to imagine herself tlie 
subject of the conversation i so laying the edge of her 
finger across her two lips — holdiag in her breath, and ^ 
bending her head a little dowowarde, with a twist of 
her neck — (not towards the door, but from tt, by 
which means her ear was brought co the chink) — she 

Itsteaed with all her powers : the lietejiing slave, 

with the Goddess of Silence at his back, could not 
have given a finer thought for an intaglio. 

Id this attitude I am determined to let her stand for '^ 
five minuter: till I bring up the affairs of the kitchen 
(as Rapin does those of the church) to the same 
period. 
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THOUGH in one sense, our family was certainly 
i simple machine, as it consistfd of a few wheels ; 
yei there was thus miich to be said for it, that 
these wheels were set in motion by so many diiferent 
springs, and acted one upon the other from such i 

variety of strange principles and impurscs that 

tHiough it was a simple machine, it had fill the honour 

and advantages of i complex one, and a number of 

33 odd movements withio it, as ever w^re beheld in the 
insid^ofa- Dutch gilk-rnill. 

Amongst these ther« was ods, I am going to speak 
of, in which, perhap§, it was not altogether so singular, 
as in Tpany others ; and it was tliia, that whatever 
motion, debate, harangue, diajogue, prgjcct, or dis- 
seriattpn, was going forwards in the parlour, there was 
generally another at the same tjme, and upon the same 
subject, running parallel along with it in the kitchen. 

Now to bring this about, whenever an ej:traordinary 
message, or letter, was delivered in the parlour — or a 
discourse suspended tiU a servant went out^ — or the Kijes 
of discontent were observed to hang upon the brows of 
my father qr mother— Hjr, in shorT, when any thing was 
supposed to be upon the tapis worth knowing or Jisteo- 
iTig to, 'twas the rule to ]cave the door, not absolutely 
shut, but somewhat a-jar— ^s it stands just now, — 
which,, under covert of the bad hirge (and that pos- 
eibly might be one of the many reasons why it was 
never mended), it was not difficult to manage j by 
whicb means, in all these cases, a pasiage waa gene- 
rally left, not indeed as wide as the Dardancilet, but 
wide enough, for all that, to carry on as much of this 
windward trade, aa was sufEclent to Eave itiy father the 
trouble of governing his house; — my mother at this 
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tnoment stands profitiog by it. — Ohadiab did tlia same 
thing, a.8 spon as he had left the letter upon the tabie 
which brought the news of my brother's death, so that 
before my father had well got over his surprise, and 
entered upon his harangue, — had Trim got upon hia 
legs, to speak hie eentiracnta upon the Bubject- 

A curious observer gf nature, had he been worth the 
inveDtoiy of all Jol>'s stock — though by the by, your 
eurioiti observers are teUom 'worih a groat — 'Would hsve 
given thehalf of it, to have heard Corporal THwand my 
father, two orator? so contrasted by nature and educa- 
tion, haranguing over the same bier. 

My father — a man of deep reading — prompt memory 
■ — with Ca!8, and Semca, and Epktetut^ at hia fiogera 
ends. — 

The corporal — with nothing — -to remember — of no 
deeper reading than hia muster-roll— or greater names 
at hia fiiigers end, than the contents of it. 

The one proceeding from period to period, by meta- 
phor and alluaiun, and striking the fancy aa he went 
along (as men of wit and fancy do) with the entertain- 
ment and pleasantry ot hia pictures and tmagea. 

The other, without wit or antithesis, or point, or turn, 
this way or that; but leaving the images on one side, 
and the picture on the other^ going straight forwards as 
nature could lead him, to the hearu O Trtmi would 
to heaven thou had'at a better historian! — would 

thy historian had a better pair of breeches ! O ye 

criticB I will notEiIng melt you I 
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Ohadiah. — 



C^apttr tiff. 

-My young ransux id London is dead! said 



A green aattin. night-gown of my mother's, 
which haiJ been twice scoured, wa-S the first idea which 
Qhadtah't exclamatioQ brought Inio Susannah's head.^ 
Well tnigbt Ztocke write 3 chapter upon the imperfec- 
tioDS of words. — Then, quoth Sunutnab, we must all 
BO into mourning.^ — But note a secon-d time: the word 
moumingt notwithitandiag SmatmaL made use of it 
heree IF— failed ajsg of doing its office ; it excited not 
one single idea:, tinged either with grey or black,— 

all was grecD.- The greeo Ktttin cight-gowu huDg 

there sull. 

— O ! 'iwill be the death of my poor mistresB, cried 
Stuatmah. — My mother's whole wardrobe followed. — 
What a procession ! her red ddmaak, — her orange 
tawney, — her white and yellow lutestrings, — her 
brawn laffhta, — her botie-laced caps, her bed-gowns, 
and comfortable uoder-petticoatB. — Not a rag waa left 
behind. — **N6, — the 'uiiU never look up agaia," said 
Sasaimah. 

We had a fatj foolish scullion — my father, I think, 
kept her for her simplicity ;— ahe had been all autumn 
struggling with a dropsy. — He is dead, said Qbad'mh, 
— he \& certainly dead ! — So am not I, said the fooliah 
BcoUion. 

Here Is sad news. Trim, cried Sujofinaft, wiping 

her eyes aa Trim stepp'd into the kitchen, — master 
Bahbj is dead and hitried — the fLineral waa an interpo- 
lation of Susannah'i — we shall have all to go tnto 
mourning, said Susannah. 

I hope not, said Trim. — You hope notl cried 
Suionnah earnestly. — The mourning ran not in Tnm'j 
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head, whatever it did Id Susannah't. — I hope — said 
Trim, explaimag himseir, I hope in God the Dews is 
not true. — I heard the Jetter read with my own ears, 
answered Obadiab ; and we ^hall have a terrible piece 
of work, of it ia stubbing tiie Ox-moor. — Oh \ he's 
dead, said Stisunnab. — As sure, fiaid tbs scullion, as 
I'm all re. 

I lament for hinr from niy heart and my aoul, said 
TWm, fetching a sigh, — Poor creature ! — poor boy ! — 
poor gentleman [ 

— He was alive last ifiiisonlide J said the coach- 
man. — WbitisiUide i alas ! cried Tnm^ e^ctending his 
right arm, and ialling instantly into the aame attitude 
10 which he read the aerraon, — what is IVbiiJontide, 
Jonathan (for that was the coachman's name), o^r 
Sbravctide, or any tide or time past, to this ? Are we 
not here- now, conUnued the corporal (striking the end 
of his stick ]>erpendicular]y upon the floor, ao sa to 
give an idea of health and stability) — and are we not 
— (dropping his hat upon the ground) gone I in a 
moment !^ — 'Twas infiniteiy striking! Sujonnalji burst 
into a flood of tears* — ^We are not stocks and stones. 
—Jonathan^ Ohadlah^ the cook-maid, all melibed. — 
The foolish fat scullion herself, who was scouring a 
fish-kettle upon her knees, was rou^M with it — The 
whole kitchen crowded about the corpo-ral. 

Now, as I perceive plainly, that the preservation of 
our conatitation in church and atate, — and possibly the 
presemtion of the whole world^-or what ia the same 
thing, the distribution and balance of its property and 
power, may in time to come depend greatly upon the 
right understanding of this stroke of the corporal's 
eloquence — I do denaand your attention^ your worships 
and reverences, for any ten pages together, take them 
where you will in any other part of the work, shall 
sleep for it at your ?ase. 
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I said, "we were not stocks and b tones " — 'cis 
very well. I altould haive added, nor are we angels, 
I wish we were, — but men clothed with bodies, andj 
governed by our imaginations ; — and what a junkeLing 
piece of work of it there is, betwixt these and our 
seven Beosea, especially some of them, for my own 
part, I own it, I am ashamed to confesa. Let it 
suffice to aHirm, that of all the fienaesj the eye (for 
1 abaolutcly deny the touch, though most of your 
Siirlaii, I know, are for it) has the quickest com- 
merce with the soul, — gives a smarter stroke, and 
leaves aoroething more inexpressible upon the farcy, 
than words can either cooTey — -or sometimes get rid of. 

— I've gone a little about — no matter, 'tis for health 
— let us only carry it back in our mind to the mor- 
tality of Tritn't haL — "Are we not here noWt — and 
gone in a moment J'* — There was nothing in the 
sentence — 'twas, one of your aelf-evident truths we* 
have the advantage of hearing every day ; and if 
Trim had not trusted more to his hat than his head 
— he had made nothing at all of it 

"Are we not here now;" continued the 
corporal, "and are we not "■— ^dropping his haC 
pJunib upon the ground — and pausing, before he pro- 
nounced the word) — "gone! in a moment?" The 
descent of the hat was as if a heavy lump of clay had 

been kneaded into the crown of iu- Nodiiag could 

have expressed the sentiment of morulity, of which It 
was the type and fore-runner, like it, — his hand seemed 
10 vanish from under it, — it fell dead, — the corporal's 
eye fixed upon it, as upon a corpse, — and Siaannab 
burst into a j^ood of tears. 

Now — Ten thousand, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand (for matter and motion are infinitej are the 
ways by which a hat may b? dropped upon the ground* 
without any effect. Had he tiung i^ or thrown it. 
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or cast it, or skimmed it, or squirted it, or let it slip 
or fdH in aoy posaible dir-ectioo under heaven, — or io 
the best direction that could be giTcn 10 it, — had he 
dropped it like a goose — like a puppy — like aa aas — or 
in doing iit, or even after he bad done, had he looked 
like a fool — like a ninny — like a nincompoop— it had 
fail'd, and the effect upon the heart tad been Jost. 

Ye who govern this miglity world and ita mighty 
concerna with the en^lms oi BloqueDce,^who heat it, 

and cool it, and melt it, and mollify it, and then 

harden it again 10 your ptirpoie 

Ye who wind and turn the passions with this great 
wicdlaas, and, having done it, lead the owners of them, 
whither ye think meet — 

Ye, lastly, who drive and why not, Ye also who 

are driven, like turkeys to market with a stick and a 
red clout — meditate — meditate, I beseech you, upon 
Trims liaL 



Z>^t9%tx '^\iu 



STAY 
the reader before 



I have a ^mall account to acLtCe with 
Trim can go on with his 



can go on 
harangue. — It shall be done in two minutes. 
Amongst many other book-debts, aC oi which I 
Ehall discharge in due time, — I own myaelf a debtor to 
the world for two items, — a chapter upon ehamier- 
match and builon-hohtt which, in the former part of my 
work, I promised acd fuliy intended to pay off this 
year; hut some of your worships and reverences telling 
me, that the two aubjectSt especially so connected to- 
gciher, might endanger the morals of the world, — I 
pray the chapter upon chamber-maids, and button-holes 
may be forgiven me, — and that they will accept of the 
last chapter in lieu of it ; which is nothing, an't please 
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your rcYCrencea, but A chapter of ctamier-maids, grec 
gtmirts, and old half. 

Trim took hia off the groimd, — ^put it upoa his 
head, — and then went on with hiB oratioil Upon death, 
in manner aad form fbllowiag. 



-To ua, Jonathan^ who koow not what 



or Care i&- — who lise here in the Service of two of tbe 
best of raaatCfa — (bating in my owfl case his majesty 
King IViUiam the Third, whom I had the honOuf to 
*ervc both in Ireland and Flanders} — I own it, that 
from iVhiiionhde to within three weeks of Christmat, — 
'tis not long — 'tis like nothing ; — but to thoae, 
Janalhan, who know what death is, and what havock 
and destruction be can niake, before a man can well 
wheel about' — 'tis iike a whole age. — O Jonaloan i 
'twouJd make a good-natured man's heart bleed, to 
consider, contsoued the corporal (standing perpen- 
dicuTarly), how low many a brave and upright fellow 
has be«D laid sipce that time! — And trust me, Suty, 
added the corporal, turning to Susannah, whose eyes 
were swimming in water, — before that time com-ee 
rouod again, — many a bright eye will be dim. — 
Sujajtnah placed it to the right side of the page — aSie 
wept — but she court^Hicd too. — Are we not, comiaucd 
Trim, looking still at Susannah — are we not like a 
flower of the field — a tear of pride stole in betwixt 
every two tears of humiliacion^-else no tongue could 
have described Sarannah'r alEictioo — is not al! flesh 
grasB i — 'Tib clay, — 'tis dirt.^They all looked directly 
at the scullion, — the Ecullion had just been scouring a 
fish-kftcle. — It was not fair. 
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— ^What ii the finest fece that ever man looked at ! — 
I could hear Trim talk bo for ever^ cried Smannai, — 
what la it! (Sujutinai kid her hand upon Trim's 
shoLtder) — but corruption ? Sutannah took it off. 

Now I love yoo for this — and "tia this deiiciouB 
itiixture within you which makes you dear creatures 

what you are — and he who hates you for it all 

I can say of the matter is — ^That he haa either a 
pumpkin for hia head — or a pippin for his heart, — and 
whenever he is dissected 'twill he found so. 



WHETHER Sutnimah, by taking her hand too 
suddenly from off the corporal's shoulder 

fby the whisking about of her pasaious) 

broke a lictle the chain of his reflexions 

Or whether the corporal began to be suspicious^ he 
had got into the doctor s quarters, and was talking more 
like the chaplain ihan himself 

Or whether --------,-- 

Or whether for in all such cases a man of invenuon 

and parts may with [vieasure fill a couple of pages with 

auppositLons which of aJl these was the cause, let 

the curious physiologist, or the curious any body deCer- 

iTiine 'tia certain, at least, the corporal went on ihua 

with his harangue. 

For my own part, I dcckre It, that out of doors, T 
value not death at at!: — notthia .. . added the corporal, 
snapping his fingers, — but with an air which no one bat 
the corporal coold have given to the sentiitienL — In 
battle, I value death not this . . . and let him not 
take me cowardly, like poor Jot Gthbins, in scouring 
his gun.^ — What is he ? A pull of a trigger — a push 
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of a bayonet an inch thila way or chat — makes the 
diEFereuce. — Look along ihe line — to the fight — 3(tc! 
Jack^s downl well, — 'tia worth a regiment ol horse to 
him. — No— 'tis Did. Then Jack's no worse. — ^NeTti" 
mind which, — wc pass On, — in hot pursuit the wound 
itself which briRgs him is not felt,— the best way is to 
sUnd up to htm,— the man who flies, is in ten times 
more danger than the man who marches up into his 
jawB,— I've look'd him, added the coiporal, ap hundreci 
timev in the face,— and know what he is. — He's 
nothing, Obadiah, at all in the field, — But he*e very 
frightful in 3 house, quoth Obadiah.- — ^I never mind 
it myself, ^id Jonathan, upon a coach -box. -^It must, 
in my QpiQJQH, be most natural ia bed, replied Susannah, 
—And could I escape him by creeping into die worst 
cair^ skin that ever was. made into a kaapeack, I would 
do it there — eaid Trim — but that is nature. 

Nature ia nature, said Jonathan. — And that ie 

the reason, cried Sutannah, I go much pity my mistresa. 
— She will never get the better of it. — Now I pity the 
captain the most of any on:r in the family, ^jinswered 

Trim, Madam will get ease of heart in weeping, — 

and the Squire in talking about it, — but my poor master 
will keep it all in silfQce to himself. — I sVi^W hear him 
Bigh in his bed for a whole month together, as he did 
for lieutenant Le Fc-uer. — An' please your honour, do 
not sigh BO piteously, I would say to him as I laid 
beaidea him. I cannot help it, TV/m, my master would 

Bayj 'tia eo melancholy an accident — I cannot get 

it off my heart. — Your honour fears not death yourself. 
— I hope^ TAmy I fear nothing, he would say, but the 
doing a wrong thing. Well, he would add, what- 
ever betides, I will take care of if Fever's hoy. — And 
with that, like a quieting draught, his honour would fall 
asleep. 

I like to hear Tnm*j Btorlea about the captain, said 
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Stijannafi. — He is a kirdly-hearted gentleman, aaid 
OL^iab, as ever livccL — Aye, and aa brave a one too, 
Baid the coqiorat, aa ever stepc before a platoon. — ■ 
There neTer was a better officer in the king's armyj — • 
or a better man in God's world; for he woiild march 
up to the mOuth of a CannOn, though he saw the lighted 
match at the very touch-hofe, — and yet, for eEI that, he 

has a heart as soft as a child for other people. He ^ 

would mot hurt a chicken. 1 would sooner, quoth 

Jonathan, drive such a gentleman for seven pounds a 
year — than Bome for eight. — ^Thank thee, Jonaihan ! 
iat thy twenty shiilings, — as much, Jonaihan, said the 
coqioral, shaking him by the hand, as li thou hadst 

put the money into my own pocket, 1 would serve 

him to the day of my death out of love. He is a. 
friend and 3 brother to me, — aad could I be sure niy 
poor brother Tom was dead, — continued the corporal, 
taking out his handkerchief, — was I worth ten thou-' 
sand pounds, I would leave every shilling of it to the 
captain,*— -Trim codd not refRin from tears at this 
testamentary proof he gave of hb affection to hia 
master. — ■ — ^The whole kitchen was affected. — Do tell 

us the etory of the poor lietttenant, said Susannah, 

With 3I! my heart, answered the corporal, 

Satannai, the cook, Jonaihan, Ohadiah, and corporal 
Trim, formed a circle about the fire; and as soon aa 
tlie scdlioD had shut the kiichca d^or, — the coiporal 
begun. 



Chapter ;u 

I AM a Turk if I had cot aa much forgot my 
mother, as if Nature had plaistered me up, and set 
me down naked upon the banks of the river Nile, 
without one. Your moHt obedient servantj Madam 
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— I've coBt you a great deal of trouble, — I wish it may 
answer { — but you have left a crack in my back, — and 
here's a great piece fallen oiF here before, — and what 

mast I do with thia foot? 1 shall nerer reacli 

England with it. 

For my own part, I never wonder at any thing; — 
and so often has my judgment deceived me in my life, 
that I alway* siupect it, right or wrong, — at least I am 
aeldom hot upon cold subjects. For all this, I rcTC- 
rence truth as much as any body ; and when it has 
slipped us, if a man will but take me by the hand, and 
go i^xiietly and §earch for it, as for a thing we hare 
both lost, and can neither of US do well Without, — I'll 
go to the world's end with hliil : But I hate dis- 
putes, — and therefore (batlflg religious pointa, or such 
AA touch society) I WDiild almost subscribe to any thing 
which does not choak me in the first passagCj rather 
than be drawn into one But I caanot bear suffoca- 
tion, and bad smells worst of all.- -For which 

reasons, I resolved from the beginning, That if ever 
the army of martyrs was to be augmented, — or a new 
one raised, — I would hare no hand In it, one way or 
t'other. 



B 



UT to return to my mother. 



My uncle Tohy't opiaioHt Madam, "that 
there could be no harm in ComcUiu Gaiiitr, the Roman 

prKtor's lying with hia wtfej"^ or rather the last 

word of that Opinion, — (for it was all my mother 
heard of it) caught hold of her by the weak prt of 

the whole ses : You shall not miBtaJte me, — I 

mean her Curiosity, — she instantly concluded herself 



I 
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the subject of the conversation, and with that pre- 
passesaton upon her fancy, you will readily conceive 
erery word my father said, was accommodated eidiec 
to heraeir, or her family cooceros. 

Pray, Madam, id what street does the lady live, 

who would not have done the eame .' 

From the etrange mode of CorntTtai'.i death, my 
father had made a traasitioa to that of Socratei, and wa» 
giving my uncle Toby ao abstract of hJs pleading before 

his judges; 'twaa irresistible: not the oration 

of Soerata, — but my father's temptation to it. He 

had wrote the * Life of Socrates himself the year before 
he left off trade, which, I fear, waa the means of 

hastening him out of it ; eo that no one waa able to 

set out with so full a sail, and in so svi^lling a. tide of 
heroic loftiness upon the occasion, as my father was. 
Not a period in Socrates' t oration, which closed with a 
shorter word than traiumigratiorif or aiinihilation, — or a 
worse though: in the middle of it than to he — or not to 
he, — the entering upon a new and untried state of things, 
— or, upon a long, a profound and peacefiil sleep, with- 
out dreams, without disturbance ?— That mt and our 

children ivere born to die, — lut neither of us horn So he 

j-favij. No — there I mistake ; that was pn of 

EUaaer't oration, as recorded by Jaiefihut (ae BrlL 

Judaic.') E/eazer owns he had it from the philo- 

aophf ra of /adia ; in all likelihood Alexaadcr the Great, 
in hia irrupti-on into India, after he had aver -run Pmia^ 
amongst the many things he Stole-, — stole that sentiment 
aiso ; by which means it wAS carricdj if not aU the way by 
himself (for We all know he died at Babylon), at least 
by some of his marodcrs, icto Greece, — from Greece 



• This book rny father would never consent to pubUsh ; 'tis 
in nnaduscripl. witb aOme other tiiLCIs of has. In the family, all, or 
most of which will be piblcd iti due lime. 
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it got to Rome, — from Rome to Frante, — aod from 
Fratue 10 England: So things COfiie rouod.- 



Dy land carriage, I can conceive no other way.- 



By water the sentiment might easily have corae down 
the Gangci into the Siitus Gangciicus, or Say of Sengaff 
and so intp the /nJian Sfa ; and following the cOUT^ of 
trade (the way from /ntlia by the Cape of Good Hvpe 
being then onknown), might be carried with other drug* 
and spiceB up the Red Sea lo Joddai!, the port of Mtkka, 
or else to Tor or Suff, towns at the bottom of the gulf j 
aod from thence by karrawans to Copiof, but three days 
journey distant, so dowa the Nile directly to Alexandria, 
where the sentiment would be landed at the very foot 
of the great stair-case of the jilexandrian library,-^— and 

from that store-house it would be fetched.— Eiess 

me ! what a trade was driven by the learned in those 
days! 



-N 



OW my father had a way, a little like that 
of Jifb'i {la caae there ever was such a 

itiaa if not, there's an end of the 

matter. 

Though, by the bye, because your learned men find 
some difficulty in fixing the precise sera in which so 
great a man lived ; — whetlier, for instance, before or after 

tJie patriarchs, Stc. to vote, therefore, that he never 

lived at a!/, in a little cruel, — 'tis not doing as they 

would be done by, — happen th.it as it may) My 

father, I say, had a way, when things went extrcmejy 
wrong with him, eapccially upon the first aally of his 
impatience,^-of wondering why he was begot, — wishing 

himaelf dead; — sometimes worae :^ And when the 

provocation ran high, and grief touched hia lipa with 
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more than ordinary powers — Sir, you scarce could have 

distinguJEhed him from Sxratei himself. Every word 

would breathe the sendments of a soul disdaining life, 
iind careless about all its issues ; for which reason, though 
my mother was a woman of no deep reading, yet the 
abstract of Socraiet't oratioTij which my father was 
giving my uncle Tohy, was not altogether new to her. — 
She Ustened to it with compased intelligence, and would 
have done so to the end of the chapter^ had not my 
father plmiged (which he had no occasion to have done) 
into that part of the pleading where the great philosopher 
reckons up his connections, his alliances, and children ; 
but renounces, a security to be m won by worlting upon 

the passions of his judges *'I have tricnda — I have 

relations, — I have three desolate children," — says 
Socrates. — 

Then, Cried itiy mother. Opening the door, 

you have One tnOfe, Mr ShanJy, thafl I know of. 

Ey heaven ! I have one less, — said my father, getting 
up and Walking out of the roorti. 



They are Socrates'j childrenj said my uncle 

Toij. He has been dead a hundred years ago, replied 
my mother. 

My uncle Toiy was no chronotoger — so tiot caring 
to advance one step but upon safe ground, he laid down 
his pipe deliberately upon the table, and rising up, and 
taking my mother most kindly by the hand, without 
saying another word, either good or bad, to her, he 
led her out after my father, that he might finish the 
eccIairciaeemcDt himself. 
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O ! there is — whom I could 6\t and hear whole 
days, — whose talents lie in makifig what, he fiddles to 
be felt, — who inspires me with his joys and hopesj and 
puts the most hidden springa of my heart into motion, 
■^li" you would borrow live guineas of nie. Sir, — which 
is generally ten guineas more than I hare to spare — or 
you Messrs Apothecary and Taylorj waot your bills 
paying, — that's your time. 



THE first thing which entered my father's head, 
after affairs were a litUe setdcd id the family, 
and Siuanfish had got possessioa of my mother's 
green sattia Btght-gowa, — was to sit down coolly, after 
the example of Xmofhon, and write a TtJSTfJi-pxdta, 
or system of education for me \ collecting first for that 
purpose his own scairtered thougtits, counsels, and 
notioDS i and binding them together, so as to form an 
INSTITUTE for the government of my childhood and 
adolescence, I was my father's last stake — he had lost 
my brother Bobby entirely, — he had lost, by his own 
compuutioD, full three-fourths of me — that i^^, he had 
been unfortunate in his three fir»t great casts far me — 
my genicure, nose, and name, — there was but this one 
left; and accordingly my ^ther gave himself up to it 
with as much devotion as ever my uncle Tshy haid done 
to his doctrine of projeciils. — The difference between 
them was, that my uncle Toby drew his whole know- 
ledge of projectiis from Nicholas Tarta^ia — My father 
epan his, every thread of it, out of hie own brain, — or 
reeled and cross-twiei'cd what all other spinners and 
spinsters had spun before him, that 'twas pretty near 
the same torture to him. 
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In about three yean, or aometJiing Rior«i toy father 
had got advanced almost into the middle of his work. 
— Like all other writera, he met with tiisappointineDts. 
— He imagined he ehouM be able to bring whatever he 
had to say, into so smaJl a compass, that when it was 
liiiished and bouad, it mij^ht be rolled Up in my mother's 
hussive. — Mattcf grows under our hands. ^Let no man 
say, — "Come — I'll write 3 duodecima'* 

My faLhef gave hiiaHelf up to it, however, with the 
most painful diligence, proceeding step by step io erery 
line, with the same kind of caution and circumspect! on 
(though I cannot say upon quite so religious 3 prmciple) 
aa was used by Jabn de fa Caise, the lord archbishop 
of Benrvenio, io compassing his Galatea ; in which his 
Gi^ce of Bentvenio spent aeac forty years of bis life ; 
and wh^o the thing came out, it was not of above half 
the size or the thickness of a Ridet'i Almanack. — 
How the holy mac managed the aiS'dr, unless he spent 
the greatest part of his time io combing hJB whiskers, 
or playing sX primero with his chaplain, — would pose 
any mortaJ not let into the true secret ; — and therefore 
'tis worth explaining to the world, was it only for the 
encouragement of those few in it, who write not so 
much to be fed — as to be famous. 

I own had John de in Caste, the archbishop of 
Beneveata, for whose laenioj'y (notwithstanding his 
Galatea) I retain the highest veneration, — had he been. 
Sir, a slender clerk — of diJl wit — slow pans — costive 
head, and so forth, — he and his Galatea might have 
jogged on together to the age of Methuselah for me, — 
liic phEEomenon had not been worth a parenthesis. — 

But the reverse of this was the truth : John de la 
Casie was a genius of fine parts and fertile fancy j and 
yet with all these great advantages of nature, which 
ehould have pricked him forwards with his Galatea, he 
ky under an impuiasance at the same time of advancing 
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above a Yme and a half in the compaaa of a whole 
sumnier'a day : this disability in hia Grace arose from 
an opinioD he was afflicted mth, — which opinion v/na 
this, — *iK. that whenever a Christian was writing a 
book (not for his private amusement, but) where his 
intent and purpose was, hona Jiih, to print and publish 
it to the world, his first thoughts; were always the 
temptations; of the evil one. — This waa the state of 
ordinary writers: but when a personage of venerable 
character and high station, either in church or state, 
Dn*;e turned author, — he maintained., that from the very 
nioinent he took pen in hand — all thp devils in hell 
broke out of their holea to cajole hiin- — 'Twaa Terrn- 
time with theni,^-every thought, first and last, waa 
captious t — how specious and good soever, — 'twas all 
one; — in whatever form or coiour it presented itself to 
the imagiuation, — 'iwas EtiU a stroke of one or other of 
'em levell'd at him, and waa to be fenced off, — So that 
ihe life of a writer, whatever he might fancy to the 
contrary, was not bo much a state of compQiidony aa a 
aute oi taarfare ; and his probadon io it, precisely that 
of aay other man militant upon earth, — both depending 
alike, not half go much upon the degrees of his wit — 

as Ills [IKS1STANC£. 

My father waa hugely pleased with this theory of 
Jsha de ia Cane, archbishop of Btntrumlo ; and [had it 
not crainped him a litde in his creed) I believe would 
have given ten of the best acres io the Shandy estate, to 
have been the broacher of it. — How far my father 
actually believed in the devil, will be seen, when I 
come to speak of my father's religious nodons, in the 
progress of this work : 'tis enouj;h to say here, as he 
■cotild not have the honour of it, in the literal scnae of 
the doctrine — he took up with die allegory of it \. and 
would often say, especialiy when his pen was a little 
retrograde, there was as much good meaning, truth, and 
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koovledgc, couched u&dler the veil of Jobs de la Cajt^i 
panbolical rtprcseotatioo, — 33 was to be found in any 
one poedc ncuoa or mymc record of antiquity. — 
Prejudice oi educadoo, be would say, if the devil, — 
and the mulmudes of them which we fiuck in with 
our mother's miJk — are the dnii atid all. ^We are 



haunted vich them, brother TtAj, in all our lucubr^- 
TioQS and researches ; and was a man fool enough to 
siibmit tamely to what they obtruded upon him, — what 
vootd his book be I Nothings — he would add, throw- 
ing his pen away with a vengeance, — nothing but a 
farrago of the clack of nurses, and of the nonsense 
of the old women (of both eeses) throughout the 
kingdom. 

This is the best account I am determined to give of 
the slow progress my father made in his Tristra-p^dia ; 
at wliich (as I said] he was three years, and something 
more, todefatigably at work, and, at last, tiad scarce 
completed, by his own reckoning, one half of his 
uodertaking : the misfortuDe was, that I was all tliat 
time totaliy neglected and abandoned to my mother : 
and what was almost as bad, by the very delay, the 
first part of the work, upon which my fether had spent 
the most of his pains, was rendered entirely useless, 
erety day a page or two became of no coD$e- 
quence.- ■ 

Certainly it was onkiaed as a scourge upon 

the pride of human wisdom. That the wisest of us all 
should thus outwit ouiselveB, and eternally forego our 
purposes in the iutemperate act of pursuing them. 

In short, my father was so long in all his acts of 
resistance, — or in other words, — he adraoced so very 
slow with his work, asd I began to live ai^d get 
forwards at such a rate, tha: if ao eveot bad not 

happened, which, when we get to it, if it can be 

told with decency, shall not be concealed a moment 
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frorti the reader 1 verily belicTe, I had put by my 

fetheri and left him drawing a sun-dial, for no better 
purpose than to be buried under ground. 



.^^^^ 



^WAS nothings — I did not lose two drops 

of blood by it 'twas not worth calling 

in a surgeon, had he lived next door Co 

u9 thousaflda auffer by choice, what I did by 

accident, Doctor Slop made ten times more of itj 

than theie -was occasion;- — -^ome men rise, by the 
art of hanging great weights Upon small wires, — and I 
am this day (jiuguti the loth, ij^i) paying part of 

the price of this man's reputation. O 'twould 

provoke a etone, to see how things are carried on 

in this world! The chamber-ma^id had left no 

««•««•• *•• ynder the bed : CaoDot yoii con- 

triv?, master, t^uoth Susannafr, lifting up the sash with 
one hand, as she §poke, and helping me up jnto the 
window-seat with the other, — cannot you manage, 
my dear, fgr a single time, to *•■* ••• "* *•• 

I waa Ave years old. Stitannah did not consider 

that nothing waa well hung in our family, ho slap 

came the sash down like lightning upon ua ; — Nothing 
is left, — cried Sutannab, — nothing is left — for me, but 
to run my country. 

My uncle Toly't house waa a much kinder sanc- 
tuary i and 40 Saiaimab Bed to iL 
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WHEN Sttsarmah told the corporal the ni3? 
adventure of the sash, with all the circum- 
staoces which attended the murder of me, — 
(as she called it) — the blood forsook tis cheeks, — all 
accessaries in murder being principal — Trim's con- 
science told him he was as much to blaiue as Suiannaft, 
■ — and if the doctrine had bijcn true, ray uncle Tfly 
had as much of the bloodalied to answer for to hraven, 
as either of 'em ; — bo thac neither reaGOU or instiiict, 
separate or togethtrr, could possibly have guided Sut~ 
atfnah't steps to so proper an aaylum- It is in Tain to 

irave this to the Reader's imagioatio'n : to form any 

kind of hypothesis that will render these propositions 
feaaible, he muBt cudgel his brains sore, — and to do it 
withoutf — he must have such brains as no reader ever 

had before him.. Why should I put; them either to 

trial or to torture J 'Tis my own afHjiir: I'U ex-plain 
it mysel£ 



»'~1~^IS a pity, Trim, siiid my unde Toly^ resting" 

I with his hand upOUi the corporal's sh^^ulder, 

A.& they both scood Burreying their wOrks, — 

that We have not a couple of field-pieeea to mount in 

the gorge of that Hew redoubt; 'twould secufe the 

lines all alosg there, add make the a.ttack ofi that side 
quite complete : get me a couple Cast, Trim. 

YoUf honour ahall have them, replied Trim^ before 
to-morrow cnortiiog. 

It was the joy of Trim's heart, — nor was his fertile 
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head ever at a loss for expedients ia doing it, to supply 
my uncle Toby in bis canipaigas, with whatever his 
fancy called for ; had it been his laat crown, he would 
have sate down aod hammered it into a paderera, to 
have prevented a single wish tn his Master. Ttie cor- 
poral had alreadyj — what with cutting off the ends of 
my node Toby's spouts — hacking and chiseling up the 
ridea of his ieaden guttere, — melting down his pewter 
shaving-bason, — and going at last, like Ltwis tfie Four- 
teenth, 00 to the top of the church, for spare ends, Stc. 

he had that very campaign brought no less than 

cighl new battering cannons, bcsidiea three demi-cul- 
Tcrins, into the field; my uncie Tohy'it demand for 
two more pieces for the redoubt, had set the corpora! 
at work again ; and no better resource offering, he 
had taken the two leaden weights from the nursery 
window : and as the aaah pullies, when the lead was 
gone, were of nO kind or use, he had taken them 
away also, to make i. COuple of wheels for one of their 
Carriages. 

He had diamantled every aash-window in my uncle 
Toby's house long before, in the very same way,— 
though not always in the same order ; for sometimea 
the pullies have been wanted, and not the lead, — 90 
then he began with the pullie«, — and the puUiea being 

{licked out, th?n the lead became useless, — aod so the 
ead went to pot too. 

A great moral mijjht be picked handsomely 

out of thi«, but I have not time — 'tis enough to say, 
whererer the demolition began, 'twas equally fatal to 
the saah window. 
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C&apter pp. 

THE corporal had not taken hia measurea so badly 
in this stroke of arCtlkryahip, but thaE he might 
have k-cpl the matter enuiely to himaelf, aad 
left Siimnnah to have sustained the whole weight of the 
attack, as ahe coiJd j — true courage ia not content wid\ 

coming ofF ho. The corporal, whether as general 

or comptroller of the train, — 'twas no matter, had 

done that, without which, as he imagined, the niiafor- 
tune could never have happened, — at leasi in Suaannah'a 

hands; How would your honours have behaved? 

^- — He determined at once^ not to take shelter behind 
iSiwanKdA,— but to give it; and with this resolution 
upon hii mind, he marched upright into the parlour, CO] 
]ay the whole mantruvre before my uncle Taiy. 

My uncle Toij had just then been giving Torick xa\ 
account of the Battle of Slecniirk, and of the strange 
conduct of count Solmes in ordering the foot to halt, 
and the horse to march where it could not act ; which 
was directly contrary to the king's commands, and 
proved the loss of the day. 

There are incidents in some tamilies so pat to the] 
purpose of what is going to follow, — they arc scarce ' 
exceeded by the invention of 3 dramatic writer i — I. 
mean of ancient daye. 

Trim* by the help of his fore-linger, laid flat upoo' 
the table, and the edge of hie hand striking a-crosa it 
at right angles, made a ehifc to tell bis story so, that 
priests and virgins might have listened to it i — and the 
story being toid, — the dialogue went on as follows. 
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-I would be plcquetted to death, cried the cor- 
poral, as he concluded Sujunnuh's slory, before I would 
Buffer the woman to come to any haim, — 'twas my 
fault, ao' please your honour, — ^noc hers. 

Corporal Trimj replied iiiy uncle To&f, putting on 

Ilia hat which lay uposi the tabl^e, if any thing can 

be said to be a fault, 'wht;n the service absolutely re- 
quircB it should be done, — 'm I certainly who deaerve 
the blame, you obeyed your orders. 

Had count Solmii, Irim, done the same at the batde 
of Stcenkirk, said Terki, drolling a little upon the 
corporal, who had been nin over by a dragoon in the 

retreat, he had saved thee j Saved ! cried 

Trim, interrupting Torinh^ and £niahing the Hentence 

for him after hia own fashion, he had saved five 

battalions, an' pleaee your reverence, every aoul of 

them ; \hsie was Culls' j — continued the corporal, 

clapping the forefinger of his right hand upon the 

ihumb of his left, and counting round hia hand, 

there was Cutts's, Machay'i^ Aagui'i, 

Graham'sy and L.iruens, all cut to piecee ; and 

so had the En^lith life-guards too, had it not been for 
some regiments upon the right, who marched up boldly 
to their relief, and received the enemy's fire in their 
faces, before any one of their own platoons, discharged 

a musket,- they'll go to heaven for It, — added 

Trim. — Tf-j'jii is right, said my uncle Tol/y, nodding to 
Torkkf — • — he*a perfectly right. What signiifled hia 
marching the horse, continued the corporal, where the 
ground was so Biraight, that the French had such a 
nation of hedges, and copses, and ditches, and fell''d 
trees laid this way and that to cover tliem ; fas they 
always havcj.—— Count Solmes should have sent us, 
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we would have fired muzzle to muzzle with them 

for their lives. There was nothing to be done for 

the horse:- he had his foot shot off however for 

his painsj continued the corporal, the very next cam- 
paign at Landen. — Poor Trim got hia wound tliere^ 

quoth my uncle Toby. 'Twas owing, an' please 

your honour, entirely Co count Sc/mej,^^— had he 
dnibb'd them soundly at Sfcrniiri,. they would not 

have fought ub at Latalrn.- Possibly not, ■ Trim, 

said my uncle Toij j though if thuy hare the advan- 
tage of a wood, or you give diem a moment's time to 
icitrench themselves, tJiey are a nation which will pop and 
pop for ever at you. 'There is no way but to march 

coolly up to them, receive their fire, and fall in 

apon them, pell-niell Ding doog, added Trim. 

Horse and foot, eaid my uncle Toly.. Hcllcr 

skelter, said Trim. Right and left, cried my uncle 

Tsiy, Blood an' ounds, shouted the corporal;, 

the battle raged, Terv:i drew hia chair a little to 

one eide for safety, and aifter z. moment's pause, my 
uncle Ti^by sinltiog hia voice a cote, — resumed the 
diacourse ha follows. 



Cfcaptrr ririj. 

KING WiHiam, said my uncle Tohy, addreasing 
himself to TaricM, was bo terribly provoked at 
count Sslmcs for disobeying hia orders, that he 
would not suffer him to come into hia presence for 

many months after. 1 fear, anawered Torick, the 

fiquire will be as much provoked a: the corporal, as the 

King at the count. But 'twould be singularly hard 

in this case, continued he, if corporal Trim, who has 
behaved so diametrically opposite to count Solmes^ 
should have the fate to be rewarded witli the suine 



disgrace : too oft !□ this worJd, do chioga uke that 

traio. 1 would spring a mine, cried my uncle Toby, 

riaing up, and blow up my fortificauona, and my 

houAe widi them, and we would perish under their 

ruioB, ere I would stand by and see it. Trim 

directed a slight, but a grateful bow towards his 

masters and so the chapter ends. 



Chapter %[iii. 

Then, Tsrkk, replied my uncle Zoij, you and 

I will lead the way abreast, and do you, corporal, 

rollow a few paces behind ufi. And Suiannahf an' 

please your honour, said Trim, shall be put in the rear. 

"Twaa an excellent disposition, — and in this 

order, without either drums beating, or colours flying, 
they marched slowly from my uncle Toby's house to 
Shandy-hall. 

1 wish, said Trim, as ihey entered the door, — 

instead of the saeh weights, I had cut oJF the church 
Gpout, aa r once thought to have done. — You have cut 
off Hpoutfl enow, replied Tsriek. 

L 

H AS many pictures aa have been giwen of my father, 
H /V ^*"*' '"'■^ ^'™ soever in different airs and 
^B attitudes, — not ooe, or all of them, can ever 

^B help the reader to any kind of preconception of how 
my father would think, speak, or act, upon any untried 
occasion or occuireuce of life — There was that infini- 
tude of oddities in him, aad of chances along with it, 
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That, 19 Qrda to render the Tr'utra-p*dia 

complete,^ — I wrote the chapto- mysel£ 



MY fetter put on hia epectacles — loolced, — took 
them off, — put them into the eaae — all in lesa 
than 3 atatutahle minute ; and without opening 
hiB lipe^ turned about and walked precipitately down 
BuifBE my mother imagined he had stepped down for 
lint and iKisilicon ; but aeeing him return with a couple 
of folios under his arm, and Ohadiah followbg him 
with a large reading-desk, she took it for granted 'twas 
an herbal, and so drew him a chaii- to the bedside, that 
he might. cooEult updn the CAat at his ease. 

If it be but right done, — said my father, turning 

to the Stclion — de jeJe ^d subjecto circuiacistomsy for 

he had brought up Spenser de Ijeglhus Hehrtorum RUuai- 
iiuj — and Maimonides, in Order to coofroQt and exaniine 
us aliogcth-er. — 

If it be but right done, c]uoih he: — only tell 

nS, cried my mother, interrupting him, what herbs ? ■■ 
For that, replied my father, you must s^nd for Dr Stofh 

My mother weijt down, and my father went on, 
reading ihe section as follows. 



• • • — ■ Very well, — -said my father, 

■* • — nay, if it has that conTenieEice and 

so without BCopping a momfiit to settle it first in hia 
mind, whether the Jems had it from the £gypiiani, or 
the E^ptlans from the Jcias^ — he rose up, and mblnag 
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his forehead two or three times across with the palm of 
his ha.nd, in the maoDer we rub out the footstepa of 
care, wli^Q evil has trod lighter upon us than we for«- 
boded, — he shot the book, and walked down Bt^rH.< — 
Nay, B^d he, meotioniag the name of a different gr?at 
ouUQa upon every step as he set his fool upon it — if 
the Egyptians, — the bYKUNS, — the Phdenicuks, — the 

Akaalans, — the Capfjiidclans, if the Colcki, and 

Troglodytes did it if Solon and FvTHACaius 

submitted, — what is Tkistkam ? Who am I, th&c 

I should fret or fume one moment about the matter J 




C&aptrr sjrbfij. 

DEAR Terici, aaid my ifather, smiliog (for Tor'ick 
had broke his rank with my uncle Toby in 
CDtni&g through the narrow entry, and «o had 
Slept first into the parlour) — this Trutram of outs, I 

£nd, conies very hardly by all his religious rites 

Never was the son of /;w, Chnffiati, Turk, or infidel 
initiated into them in so oblique and slovenly a manner. 
— But he is no worse, I trust, said Toritl. — There h^is 
been certainly, continued my father, the deuce and all 
to do in Bome part or other of the ecliptic, when this 
oiTfipring of mine was formed. — That, you are a better 
judge of than I, replied ToruL — ^Astrologers, quoth 
my father, know better than us both : — the trine and 
Bcxtil aspects have jumped awry, — or the opposite of 
their ascendents have not hit it, as they should, — or 
the lords of the genitures (aa they call them) have been 
at ba-pnp, — or sDinething has been wronj; above, or 
below with uE. 

'Tis possible, answered Torici. — But is the child, 
cried my uncle Tohy, the worse I — The Troglodyttj aay 

11. K 
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no:, replied my father. And your theologists, TorieJt, 
tell UB — TheologicsUy ? wid Torici, — or speaking after 
the mauDer oi * apoihecariea ? — \ suiiesinen ? — or j: 
washer- women i 

I'm not sure, replied ray father, — but they k!1 

138, brother Toby, he'a the better for it. Provided, 

said Torkk, you travel him into Egypt. Of that, 

BQawered my fiither, he will have the advantage, when 
he fleea the Pyramids. 

Now every ward of this, quoth my uncle Toi^, 

is Ambick to me. 1 wish, said Torkk, 'twas so, to 

half the woild. 

— § Ilus, coDtinued my father, circumcieed hfa 
whole army one morning. — Not without a court martial ? 
■cried my uncle Tal/y. Though (he learned, con- 
tinued he, taking no notice of my Lticle Teiy'i remark, 
hut turning to 7'arici, — are greatly divided etiU who 
J/ui was; — aome say Saturn; — some the Eapreme 
Being j — others, no more than a brigadier general uodcr 

P}jaraf)h~ncCo^ Let him be who he willj said my 

uncle Tohy, I know not by what article of war he 
could justify it. 

The controverUatB, answered my father, assigo two- 
and-twetty different reasons for it :— others, indeed, 
who have drawn their pens on the opposite aide of the 
question, have shewn the world the futility of the 
gi'eatcBt part of thera. — But then again, our best polemic 
divines — I wi&h there was not a polemic dcvine, said 
ToriVi, in the kingdom ; — one ounce of practical 

KalkotJam, — i' rt ilO . 

i" tit -Ttiuiiji^o, rf^w ifiruiy ToXirj/oi'iSrra.Tai khI roXuaV' 

t KaflejUdTJiTOi lelvEKa'. — BOCHART. 

g 'O IKire, Td diBolii irfpiT^fiBtToi, jivri TOiifaai lal Tofli 
tn' nvTi? avfitiitxiivt satMSiyKiirat. — SAKCinrfriATUO, 
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divinity — is worth a painted Bhip-!oad of all their re- 
verences have imported these fttty yearB.— Pray, Mr 
Toricif quoth my uncle Toliy, — <lo tell me what a 
polemic divine ia ?■ ■ The best description, captain 
Shandy, I have ever read, is of a couple of 'em, cejiiied 
Tend, in the account of the battle fought siBgle haada 
betwixt Gymnofl and captain Tripet ; which t have in 

my pocket, -I beg I may hear it, quoth niy uncle 

Tofij earnestly. — -Yoii shalE, eatd Torkk. — And as the 
corporal is waiting for me at the door, — and I kaow 
the deecrijitioa ot a battle will do the poor fellow more 
good than his supper.^-I beg, brother, you'll give him 
leave to come in.— With all m^ souJ, said my father. 

Trim came in, erect and happy aa ao emperor ; 

and having shut tlie door, Tsrict took a book from his 
right-hand coat-pocket, and rend, or pretended to read, 
as follows. 



Chapter j:j:ij^ 

"which words being heard by all the soldiers 

which were there, diver* of them being inwardly terrified, 
did shrink back and make room for the assailant: al[ 
this did Gymnast very well remark and consider; and 
therefore, making as if he would have alighted from off 
hia horse, as he was poising himself on the mounting 
aide, he most nimbly (with his short sword by his 
thigh) shifdng his feet in the sdrrop, and performing 
the stirrup-leather feat, whereby, after the inclioiitg of 
his body downwards, he forthwith launched himself 
aloft into the air, and placed both his feet together 
upon the saddle,, standing upright, with his back turned 
towards his horse's head, — ^Now (said he) my case goes 
forward. Then suddenly in the same posture wherein 
he was, he fetched a gambol tipon one foot, and turiuDg 
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to the l«rt~ha:Qd, failed, not to carry his body perfectly 
round, just iato his farmer position, without miGsiag one 

jot. Hal aaid Tripeit I will not do tliat at thia 

time, — a:nd not without cause. Well, said Gymnait, I 
have failed, — I will undo thia leap } then with a manrel- 
loufl strength and agility, turning towards the right-hand, 
he fetched another frisking gambol aa before j which 
done, he set his right-hand thumb upon the bow of the 
saddJe, raised himself up, and sprung into the air, poising 
and upholding; his whole weight upon the muscle and 
nerve of the said thumb, and so turned and whirled 
himself about three times: at the fourth, reversing his 
body, and overturning it upside down, and fore-side 
back, without loucbmg any thing, he brought himself 
betwiKt the horse'a two ears, and then giving himself a 
jerking swing, he seated himself upon the crupper- " 

(This can't be fighting, said my uiicJ« Toby. 

The corporal shook his head at it, Have patience, 

aaid Torick.) 

"Then [Tr^pei^ pass'd his right leg over his saddle, 
and placed himself m croup. — But, said he, 'twere 
better for me to get into the saddle; then putdng the 
thumbs of both hands upon thecmppei before him, and 
thereupon leaning hiitiGelf, aa upon the only supporters 
of hie body, he incontinently turned heels over head in 
the air, and sLrait found himBelf betwixt the bow of the 
saddle in a tolerable seat ; then springing into the air 
with a siumnier&et, he turned him about tike a wind-mill, 
and made above a hundred frisks, turns, and demi-pom- 
madas," — Good God! cried Trim, losing all patience, 

— one home thmat of a bayonet is worth it all. 1 

think BO loo, replied Torick. 

I am of a contrary opinion, quoth my fiither. 
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No,-^I think I have adTHUced nOlhing, replied 
my father, making answer to a question which Tprtci 
had taken the liberty to put co him, — I have adpaoced 
DDthing in the Tnsfra-p^idia, but what is as clear as 3;ny 
one propositioD in Eadid. — Reach me. Trim, that book 

from oif the scrutoir : it has oft-times been in iny 

miod, continued my father, to have read it over both to 
you, 7'crffi, and to my brother 7o^,and I think it a little 
unfriendly in myself, in not having dene it long ago 4 

shal! we have a ahort chapter or two now, — and a 

chapter or two hereafter, as occasiDns serve ; and so on, 
till we get through the whole? My uncle Toby and 
Torick made the obeisance which waa proper ; and the 
corporal, though he was not included in the co-mpliment, 
laid his hand upon his breast, and made his bow at the 

Bame time. The company smiled. Trim, quoth my 

father, has paid the full price for staying out the tnter- 

tainmenf. He did cot seem to reliah the play, replied 

Torick. 'Twas a Tom-fool-battle, an' please your 

rcTerenee, of captain Tripel's and that other officer, 

making bo many sum merseta, as they advanced; 

i\\e: French common capering now and then in that way, 
— but no: quite bo much. 

My uncle Tohj nerer felt the consci oneness of hia 
existence with more complacency than what the 
corporal's, and hia own reflectiona, made him do at 

that moment;- he lighted hia pipe,- TorithArrtiH 

his chair closer to the cable, — Trim anufTd the candlej 
— my father atirr'd up the fire,^took op the book, — 
cough'd twice» and begun. 
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chapter rTKi* 

HE firet thiTEy pages, said my father, turning 
over the kava, — are a little dry j and as they 

are not cltwely connecied with the subject, 

for the present we'll pas thetn by: 'tis a prelatory 
idtrcduction, continued my father^ or an mtrgdiictory 
preface {for I am not drtermined wbich name tg give 
it) upoa political or civil government; the foi^nd^aon 
of which b«ng laid in the first conjunction betwixt 

male and female, for procreation of the species 1 

wnA insensibly led into it. ^Twag natural, said 

3'onci. 

The original of society, continued my fiiiher, I'm 
satis^ed is, what PoUtiem teHs us, i.e., merely conjugal ; 
and Dothing more thaa the getting together of one man 
iind one womao ; — to wEiicb, (according Co Hcsiod) 

the philosopher adds a servaat: but supposing in 

ihe first begioQtag there were no men servants boim 

he lays the foundatioD of it, in ^ man* — a woman 

— and 3 bull. 1 believe 'tis an ox, quoth Torici, 

ouotcng the passage (oJiser ,«.£« irpiiiTusrct, yutsLiKo. rs, 

pwf r' apt/Ttipa). A bull must have givea more 

trouble than his head was worth. But there is a 

better reason atill, snid my father (dipping his pen into 
his ink) ; for the ox being the most patient of aninml^, 
and the moit usefijl withal in tilling the ground for their 
fioitriahmcnt, — was the properest insErumenl, and emblem 
tooj for the new joined couple, that the creation could 
have associated with them. — And there is a atronger 
reason, added my uncle Toiy, than them all for the ox. 
—My father had not power to take his pen out of faix 
ink-horn, till he had heard my Lncle Toiy'x reason. — 
For when the ground waa tilled, said my uncle Toiy, 
and made worth inclosing, then they began to secure it 
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by walla and liitchesr which was the origin of forti- 
fication.— ^True, true, dear Toiry, cried my father, 
striking out the bull, and putting the ox in his place. 

My father gave Trim a nod, to snufF the candle, and 
resumed his discourse. 

-1 eoter upon this speculation, said itiy father 

carelessly, and half shutting the book, as be went or, 
merely to shew the foiiDda-tioD of die natural relation 
between a father and his child ; the right and jurisdic- 
tion over whom he actjuires these several ways — • 

i8t, by marriage. 

2d, by adoption. 

3d, by legitimation. 

And 4th, by procreatioa ; all which I consider in 
their order. 

1 lay a slight stress upon one of them, replied Torirk 

the act, eapecialJy where it ends there, in my 

opinion lays as little obligation upon the child, as it 
conveys power to the father. — You are wrong, — said 
my lather argutely, and for this plain reaiaon * * 

■■"■*• »— I own, 

added my father, that the offspring, upon this account, 
is not BO under the power and jurisdiction of the 
mother* — ^But the reason, replied Torick, equally holds 

good for her. She is under amhorlty heradf^ said 

my father : — and besides, continued my father, nodding 
his head, ind Sayifig hia linger upon the side of his 
noee^ as he assigned his reason,- — 'she ii not the pniu'tpal 
agent, Yorick. — In what, quoth my uncle Tohy ? 
stopping his pipe. — Though by all meaM, added ray 
father (not attending to my uncle Taly") " The ja/i 
ought in pay her rttpect" as you may read, Toi^ck, at 
large in the first book of the Institutes of Jujlmatii at 
the eleyerth title and the tenth section. — t can read it 
as well, replied Torictj in the Catechism. 
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chapter nrii. 

TRIM caa repeat every word of it by heart, quoth 
my uncle Toby^ — Pugh ! said my father, not 
Caring to be internipted with Trims saying his 
Catechism. He can, upon my honour, replied my 
(incJe Toij'- — Ask him, Mr Torici, any question you 
plea»c. " 

— The fifth CtJmmantlment, Trim — said Torici, 
Speaking rtaildly, and with a gentle nod, aa to a modest 
Caiecfiumert. The Corpora! stood silent.— Yoa doa'c 
ask him right, said my uncle Tphy^ rgising his voice, 

and giving it rapidly like the word of command; ' 

The Efih cried my uncle Tohy. — -I must 

begin with the first, a.n' please your honour, said the 

■ corporal— — 
— Terict could not forbear smiling. — Vour reverence 
does not consider, paid the corporal, shouldering his 
elick like a musket, and marching into the midtfl* of 
the room, to iJlustrate his poBttioB,^-that 'lia exactly 
the same thing, as doing one's exercise in the field. — 

• "Jsin yovr ri^ht-hand to your jir^Qci" cried the 
corporal, giving the word of command, and perfotm- 
« ing the motion — 

** PvUe yovr Jirehci" cried the corporal, dotog the 
duty Bcili both of adjutant and private man. 
J ** Rest yovr^re-f-Qci i"- — one motion, an' plraae your 
. reverence, you see leads into another. — If his honour 
will begin but with ihejfrjT — 

The hrst — cried my uncie Taiy, Betting his hand 
his Bide— ••••*• 

• 
The second — cried ray uncle Toiy, waving his 
I tcbacco-pipe, as he would have done his swoid at the 
jhead of a regiment — The eorporal went through hi» 
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manual v/hh exactness; and having henaured bk fathrr 
und mmher, made a low boWi and fdl back to the aide 
of the room. 

Every tiling in thb world, eaid my father, is big 
with jest, — and has wit in it, and iDstmction too, — if 
we can but find it ont. 

— Here is the ic^old ivBrk of Ikstruction, its trae 
point of folly, without the builtjing behind iL 

— Here is the glass for pedagoguca, preceptors, tutors, 
governors, gerund -grinders, and bear-lpaders to view 
themselvea in, in their true dimenBions. — 

Oh! there ts a husk and ahelJ, Torkl^ which grows 
up with learning, which their unskilfubeaa knows not 
how to fling away! 

— Sciences may be LEAiurat) bv rote, but Wisdom 

NOT. 

Toi-kh thought my father inspired. — I will enter 
into obligadons this moment, said my father, to lay out 
i\\ my aunt Dinah't legacy in charitable uaea (of 
which, by the bye, my father had no high opinion), 
if the corporal hais any one dtterminate idea annexed 
to any one word he has repeated. — Pirytheet 7Vim, 
quoth my father, turning round to him, — What doat 
thou mean,, by " honouflng thy father and mother ? " 

Allowing them, an' please your honour, three half- 
pence a day out of my pay> when they grow old.-^ 
And didst thou do that, Tnni ? aaid ToricL—\i^ did 
indeed, replied my uncle T'oiji.^-Then, Trim, said 
Toritlt, springing out of his chair, aiid taking the 
corporiil by the hand, thou art the best commenlator 
upon that part of the Dteatogue ; and I honour thee 
more for it, corporal Trim, than if thOu hadst had a 
hand in the Talmud itself. 
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O BLESSED health i cried my father, making an 
exckmation, a& he turcipd over the leaves to tbe 
next chapter, ihou art above- all gold and trea- 
(ure; 'dH thou who enlargest the aoulj — and openMt 
all its powers to receive inHtractLon and to relish virtue. 
— He that has tliee, has IJnle more lo wish for ; — and 
he that is so wretched as to wane th«e,— 'Wants every 
thing with thee. 

I have concentrated all that can be aaid upon this 
important head, said my father, into a very little room, 
therefore we'll read the chapter quite through. 

My father read as follows : 

" The whole secret of health depending upon the due 
contentiOD for mastery betwixt the radical heat and the 
radical moisture "^You have proved that matter of" fact, 
I Suppose, above, said Torici. Sufficiently, replied my 
father. 

In iaying this, my father shut the book, — not as if he 
resolved to read no more of it, for he kept his fore-finger 

in the chapter : nor pettishly, — for he shut the book 

slowly; his thumb resting, when he had done it, upoa 
the upper-side of the cover, a^ hia three fingers supported 
the low^r eide of it, without the least compressive 
violence. ■ 

I have demonstrated the truth of that poiot, quoth 
my &ther, nodding to TerUk, moe: suiliciently in the 
preceding chapter. 

Now could the man in the mooa be told, that a man 
in the earth had wrote a chapter, euEEciently demon- 
strating, That the secret of all health depended upon 
th« due contention for maatery betwixt the radkai Ifat 
and the radical mQuiure, — and that he had managed the 
point BO well, that there was not one single word wet or 
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dry upon radical heat or radicat moisture, throughout 
the whole chapter, — or a singEe syllable in it, prs or con, 
directly or indirectly, upon Uie contention betwixt these 

two powers in any part of the animal ceconomy 

" O thou eternaJ Maker of all beings ! " — he would 
cry, striking his breast with his eight hand (in case he 
had one) — " Thou whose power and goodness can 
enlarge the faculties of thy creatures to this infinite 
degree of excellence and perfectioU] — What hare wc 
MooNirES done?" 



WITH two strokes, the one at Hippocratcj, 
the other at Lrord f^cmlam, did my father 
achieve it. 

The stroke at the prince of physicians, with which he 
began, was no more than a short insult upon his sorrow- 
ful complaint of the jirr Urtga, — and Flta brevis, 

Life short, cried my father, — and the art of healing 
tedious 1 And who are we to thank for both the one and 
the other, but the ignorance of quacks themselves, — and 
the stage-loads of chymical nosirums, and peripatetic 
lumber, with which, in sll ages, they have UrsE ilatlicr'd 
the world, and at last deceived it \ 

O my lord Vtrv!ami cried my father, turning 

from HippocraSeti and making his second stroke at him, 
as. the principal of nostnim-mongere, and the fittest to 

be made an example of to the rest, What shall I 

say to thee, my great lord Femfam? What shall I say 

to thy internal spirit, — thy opium, — thy salt-petre, ■ 

thy greasy unctions, — thy daily purges, — thy nightly 
clysters, and succedanemns? 

My father was never at a loss what to say to 

any man, upcn any subject; and had the least accasion 
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for the eKordium of" any man breathing : how ht dealt 

with his lordahip'a opinion, you shall see ; but 

when — I Itoow not: we must first flee what his 

lardahip^s opinion was. 



Cjiapter jr^^. 

THE two great Causes, which COnapirc wtth each 
other to shorten life, says lord T^erulam, arc 
first 

"The intcfnal spirit, which, lik-e a gentle flame, 
wastes the body down to death : — And secondly, the 
exterDai) air, that parches the body up to ashes :^ 
which two tnemie^ attacking us on botb sides of our 
bodies together, at length destroy our organs, and 
render them unfit to carry on the functions of life," 

This being the state of the case, the road to Lon- 
gevity was plain ; oothing more being required, says his 
lordship, but to repair the waste comiaitted by the 
LDterDal spirit, by making the substance of it more thick 
and dense, by a regular course of opiates dq one eide, 
aad by refrigerating the heat of it on the other, by 
three grains and a half of salt-petre every morning 
before you got up. 

Still this frame of ours was left exposed to the 
inimical assaults of the air without; — but this was 
fenced off again by a course of greasy unctions, which 
so fully saturated the pores of the skin, that no spicula 

could enter ; nor could any one get out. This 

put a stop to all perspiration, sensible and inaensiblef 
which being the cause of so many scurvy distempers — 
a course of clysters waa requisite to carry otF redundant 
humourfi^ — and render the eystem complete. 

What my father had to say to my lord of yemlam't 
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opiates, his aak-petre, and greasy uncttons and clyitera, 
you shall read,— but not to-day— or to-ntormw ; time 
presaes tipon me, — my reader is impatient — I must get 
ibrwardfl.^ — ^You shall read the chapter at your leisure 
(if you chuse it), aa soon as ever the Tr'utra-p^Jia li 
published. 

Sufmieth it at present, to aay, my father levelled the 
hypothesis with the ground, and in doiog that, the 
learoed know, he built up and ^st^^bliahed his own.' 



THE whole secret of health, said ray father, 
beginniDg the sentence agaiin, depending evi- 
depiJy upon the due conEemion bcLwixt the 
radical heat and radical moisture within ub; — the least 
imaginable «lul! had been sufScient to have maintained 
it, had not the schoolpien confounded the talk, merely 
(as f^im Htlmo/it, the Umous chymist, has proved 1 by 
all along mistaking the radical moisture for the tallow 
and fat of animal bodies. 

Now the radical moisture is not the uIIdw or iaX of 
animals, but an oily and balsamous Eubstance ; for the 
idl and tallow, as also the phlegm or watery parts, are 
cold ; whereas the oily and balsamaus parts ate of a 
lively heat and spirit, which accounts for the obaerva- 
UOD of j4rijtotUt " Quod emiu aaimaJ fojt coltiim ett 
trifite." 

Now it is certain, that the radical heat lives in the 
radical moifiture, but whether vUe vend, is a doubt: 
however, when the one decays, the other decays also; 
and then is produced^ either an unnatural heat, which 

causes an unnatural dryness or an unnatural motS" 

ture, which causes dropsies. So that if a child, at 
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he grows up, can but be taught to avoid running into 
fire or water, as either of 'em threaten his destruction, 

^wil] be all that ts needful to be done upon that 

head. 



THE description of the siege of Jericho itself, 
codd DOC have engaged the attentioo of my 
uncle Tehy more powerfully than the last 
chapter j — hia eyes were fixed upOQ my father through- 
out it ; — he never mettioned radical heat and radical 
moisture, bat my uncle Tohy took his pipe out of hia 
mouth, and shook his head ; and as aaon as the trhapter 
was finished, he hecfcoEcd to the corporal to come close 
to his chair, to aak him the following quesiion, — aside. 

•***■*. It was at the siege 
of Limcrkif an' please your honour, replied the cor- 
poralj malciftg a bow. 

The poor fallow and I, quoth my uncle Toij^ 
addressiog himself to my fether, were scarce ab!e to 
crawl Out of our tents^ at the time the siege of 
Limcrkk was raised, upon the very account you 

mention. Now what can have got into that precious 

noddle of thine, my dear brother Toby P cried my fether, 

mentally. By Heaven! continued he, communing 

Btill with himself, it would puzzle an (Edipur to brmg ' 
it in poinL 

1 believe, an' please your honour, qaOth the coqroraJ, 
that if it had not been for the quantity of braiidy we 
Ect fire to every night, and the claret and cinnamon 
with whi^ih I plyed your honour off ;^Aiid the geneva, 
Trim, added my uncle Toby, which did us more good 
than all 1 verily believe, continued the corporali 
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we had both, an' pleaae your hoaouTf left our lives 

in the trenches, and been buried id them too. The 

nobleat grave, corporal L cried my uncle Toby, his eyes 
sparkling as he apoke, that a eoldier codd wish to lie 

down in. But a pitiiiil death for him ! an* please 

your honour, replied the corporal. 

All this was as much Aral/id to my father, as the 
rites of the Ctttehl and Trogiodiies had been before 
to my uncle Toiy ; my lather could not deterraiDC 
whether he was to frown Or tO smile. 

My uncle "lofiy, turning td Torick, resumed the Case 
at Limerick, more intelligibly than he had begun it,^ 
and so settled the point for my father at oncc. 



IT was undoubtedly, said my uncle Tohyj a great 
happiness for myself and the Corporal, that we had 
all along a burning fever, attended with a moat 
raging thirst, during the whole liEe-and -twenty days 
the Siix was upon us in the camp ; otherwise what my 
brother calls the radical moisture, must, as I conceive 

it, inevitably have got the better. ^My father drew 

in his lungs top-full of air, and looking up, blew it 

forth again, as slowly as he possibly could. 

It was Heaveo's mercy to us, cominued lay 

uncle Toby, which put it into the corpordl's head to 
maintaia tliat due coutendon betwixt the radical heat 
and the radical moisture, by reiuforciDg the fever, as he 
did all along, with hot wine and spices ; whereby the 
corporal kept up (as it were) a contiiiual liricg, so that 
the radical heat stood its ground from the begiaaing to 
the end, and was a fair match for the moisture, terrible 
SB it wai. UpoEi my honour, added my uncle 7a£j>, 
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you might have heard die cootenQon within our bodies^ 
brother Shandy, twenty toiHcs. — If there was no firing 
said Tofiil, 

We!] — Baid my father, with a full aspiratioo, ant 

pausing a while after the word ^Waa I a judge, and 

the laws of the country which made me one permitted 
itj I would condemn some of the worst malefactorB, 
provided they had had their clergy 

Jortfi, loreseeiDg the sentence was likely to end 

with no sort of mercy, laid his hand upon my father's 
breast, and begged he would respite it for a few minutes, 

till he asked tlie corporal a question. Piithee, Trim, 

said Torict, without staying for my father'^ leave, — 
tell us honestly — what is thy opinion concerniag this 
aelf-^me radical heat and radical moistiu'c ? 

With bumble submission to his honour's better 
judgment, c^uoth the corpo-ral, making a bow to my 
uncle 7V3y— Speak thy opinion freely, corporal, said 
my uncle Toby, — The poor felJow is my servant, — not 
my slave, — added my uncle Toby, turning to my 
father, 

The corpord put his hat under bis left arm, ac 
with his stick hanging upon the wrist of it, by a black 
thong eplit into a tassel about the knot, he marched up 
CO the ground where he had performed his catechiam ;. 
then touching hia under- jaw with the thumb and fingers 

of hts right-hand before he opeo-ed his moutb, hq 

delivered bis notion thus. 
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JUST as tht corporal was humming, to begin — in 
waddled Dr Su^. — 'TIs oot two-pence matter — 
Lhe corporal shall go on m the next ehapterj let 
who will come in, 

Well, my good doctor, cried my iather sportivdyi 
for the traosltiions of his passions were unacccmutably 
BuddcHj^-and what has this whelp of mine to say to 
the matter ? 

Had my father been asking after the amputatioo of 
the tail of a puppy-dog — he could not have done it in 
a more careless air : the system which Dr Slop had 
laid down, to treat the accident by, no way allowed of 
such a mode of enquiry. — He sat down. 

Pray, Sir, quoth my uocle Tshy, Id a manner which 
codd BPt go uoansweied, — in what condicmn ia the 
boy^ — 'Twill end in af^imtnh, replied Dr Slop. 

I am no wiser than I was, quoth my uncle Toiy — 

recuroing his pipe into hia mouth. Then let the 

corpora] go on, said my father, with his mt^dicd Jecture. 
— ^Th? corporal made a bow to his old friend, Dr S/op, 
and then delivered his opinion coacerning radical heat 
and radical moisturei in the followicig words. 



THE city of Limericiy the siege of which was 
begun under his majesty king Ifil/iaTit himself, 
the year after I went into the atmy — lies, an' 
please yaur honours, in the middle of a devilish wet, 
swampy country. — ^'Tis quite surmufided, aaid my uncle 
Tohy, with the Shannon, and is, by its siluatlO'D, One of 
the strongest fortified places in Ireland, 

ti. M 
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I ihlok this is a new f^Ehicn, >quoth Dr SUp, of 
beginning a medical lecture. — 'Tib all true, answered 
Xrim. — Then I wisli the ftculiy would follow the cut 
of it, said Torick. — 'Tia all CEt through, an' please yoiar 
reverence, said the corporal, with draina and hogs ; and 
besides, there was such a quantity of rain fell during 
the siege, the whole country was like a puddle, — 'twas 
that, and nothing else, whtch brought on the flux, and 
which had like to have killed both his honour and my- 
self; now there was no euch ihing, after the first ten 
days, continued the corporal, for a soldier to lie dry in 
his tent, without cutting a ditch round it, to draw off 
the water; — nor was tliat enough, for those who could 
afford it, as hia honour couJd, without setting fire erery 
night to a pewter dish full of brandy, which took, off 
the darop of the air, and made the inside of the tent u 
warm as a stove. 

And what conclusion dost thou draw, corporal TriwL, 
cried my father, from all these premises i 

I infer, an' please your worship, replied Trim, that 
the radical moisture is nothing in the world but ditch- 
water- — and that the radical heat, of those who can go 
to the expence of it, is barot brandy, — the radical heat 
and moisture of a private man> an' please your honour, 

is nothing but ditch-water — and a dram of geneva 

and give ua but enough of it, with a pipe of tobacco, tq 
gire U8 sptritSj and drive away the vapours — we know 
not what it is to fear death. 

I am at a loss, Captain Shandy, quoth Dr Slop, to 
determine in which branch of learning your servant 
shines most, whether in physiology or divinity.— Wc^ 
had not forgot Trioi'j comment upon the sermpn< — 

It is but an hour ago, replied Torkk, since the cor- 
poral was examined in the latter, and pass'd muster 
with great honour. 

The radical heat and moisture, quoth Dr Sle^/, turn- 
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ing to my father, you must know, is the basis and 
foundation of our being — as ihe root of a tree is the 
source and principle of its vegetation. — It is inherent 
in the seeds of al] anitnaJs, and may be preserved sundry 
ways, but principally in my opinion by coniuhisntlalt^ 

imfirimmti, and occludaits^- Now this poor fellow, 

continued Dr Slop^ |>oioting to the corpoi'al, has had 
the misfonuoe to have heard some superficjal empiric 
discourse upoo this nice point.— -That he has,.— said 

my father. ^Vcry likely, said my uncle. — I'm sure 

of it— quoth Torici. 



DOCTOR SUp being called out to look at a 
cataplasm he had ordered, it gave my father 
nu opportupity of going on with another chapter 

in the Tristra-p^£a-~ Come ! cheer up, my lads ; 

I'll ehew you land for when we have tugged 

through that chapter, the book sliall not be opened 
agaiQ diis twelvemonth.-^ — Huzza! — 



HDbapler y,\\u 



V 



r^IVE years with a bib under his chin ; 

r Four years in travcliiog from Christ-cross- 

row to Maiachs ; 

A year and a half in learning to write his own name ; 

Seven long years and more rwrrio-ing it, at Greek 
and Laun ; 

Four years at hia prohaiioru and his n^afiem—^X-is 
fine statue still lying in the middle of the marble block, ; | 
— ^ind Tiothiog done^ but his tools sharpened to hew it 
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out ! — 'TiiS a piteous dplay ! — Waa not the gTSiLt Ju/iut 
Sealiger within ao ace of never gctdng his tools shar- 
pened at all ? Forty-four years old was he before 

he could manage hia Greek ; — and Peter Damianus, lord 
bishop of Ostia, as all the world knows, could not sa 
much aa read, when he was of man's estate, — .And 
SaMui himself, as eminent as fie turned out after, 
entered upon the law 80 late in life, that every body 
imagined he intended to be an advocate in the other 
World: no wonder, when EaJamidai, the son of 
j^rchidamas, heard Xenocratfj at seveaty-five disp'uting 
about luisdom, that he asked gravely,— y/" Mr aid man 
he yet disputing and enquiring cOncermng <wisdBm,~='ajhat 
time •aiilJ he have to make tut of it ? 

Torict listened to my father with great attention ; 
there was a seasoning of wiftdom unaccountably mixed 
up with hia Gtrangest whims, and he had scmetiRies 
cuch illuminations in the darkest of hia echpaes, as 
almost atoned for them : — be wacy» Sir, when you 
imitste him, 

I am convinced, Torlck, continued my father, half 
rcadipg and half discoursing, that there is a North- 
west passage to the intellectual world; and that the 
»oiil of man has shorter ways of going to work, in 
furniBhing itself with koowlcdge and iostructiouj than 

we generally take with it. But, alack! all fields 

ha¥e not a river or 3 spring running besides them j — 
every child, Tsritk, has not a parent to point it out. 

The whole entirely depends, added my father, 

in a low voice, upon the auxiliary ver&Jt Mr Toriik. 

Had Torick trod upon P''irgirs saake, he could not 
have looked more surprised. — I am Burprised too, cried 
my fatheff observing it, — and I reckon it as one of 
the greatest calamilies which ever befel the republic of 
letters, That those who have been entrusted with 
th-e education of our children, and whose bueincea it 
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vaa to open Ehdr minds, md stock them early with 
ifjeaa, in order ta set the iinagiaicion loose upoD theiHi 
haTe made so Hale use of the auxilisry veibs in doiag 

it, as they have done So that, excrfX RaymeaJ 

LiJUai, and the elder Ptlefrmt, the kst of which 
arriTed to such perfeCtiod III the use of Vai> With hts 
Copies, that, in a. few lessors, he CO'uld teach a yOung 
gentleman lo dia:iiurse with pUusibility upOQ afiy sub- 
ject, fro and con, and to say and write all th;it COiUd 
be spoken or written CoaCcrnlng it, without blotting .1 
w^Ord, to the admiration of all who bchetd hiifi.— 1 
should be glad, said Torlci, interrupting my father, tO 
be made to comprehead this matter. You shall, said 
niy father. 

The highest stretch of iTiiproTement a single word 

is capable of, is a high metaphor,- for which, in niy 

Dpipion* the ide? is geper^Uy the worse, ;md not the 
better ; — —but be that as it may, — when the mind htu 
done that with it — there ie an end,- — the mind and the 
idea are at rest,^ — until 3 second idea enters \.-^ — jnd 
so on. 

Now the Tise of the ^nxUiane) is, at once to set tlie 
£oul a-going by herself upon the materiaEs as they are 
brought her ; and by the verKabllity of this grrat engine, 
round which th^y arc twisted, to open new tritccs of 
enquiry, and make every idea engender miilioii!!. 

You excite my curiosity greatly, said 7WkL 

For my owa part, quoth my uncle l'oi>y, I have 

given it up. The Danrt, an' please your honour, 

quoth the corporal, who were 00 the left st the sltfje of 

l.sm!rkit were all auKiliaries. And very ^ooJ one*, 

said my uncle Toly, — But the auxiliiaTiea, Trim, my 
brother ia talking about, — I conceive to be differpnt 
things. 

You do i said my father, rising up. 



2IO 



TUB lAWE AND OPiNIONS 



M 



Y futh«r took, a siogLe turn aciose the room, then 
t dowQ, and fi.Di3hed the chapter. 
The verbs auxiliary we are concerDed in 
here, conunu'cd my father, are, am; •aiajf iavt; had; 
das did; maie; madii suffer; rbaU; jiauldj ivlUi wotdd; 
cars; could; owe; ought; uitd; or is want. — And these 
varied with tensea, pretmt, past, future, and conjugated 
widi the verb tee, — or with these questions added to 
them;— /j if? Was it P mil it be? iFoaMitie? May 
it be ^ Might it he ? And iheee again put negatively. 
Is it not? iVaiitnst? Ought it not P — Or affirmatively, 
— /( isj It wai; It ought to he. Or chronologicaily, 
— Hai it been alivayj ? Laltly? Hoin long a^o P'~~Ot 
hypotheticaliy, — If it 'was ? If it luai not ? What 

would follow? If the French shodd beat the 

Engiiih ? If the Sun go out of the Zodiac ? 

Now, by the right use and application of these^ 
continued my father, in which a cliild's memory shouM 
be exercised, there ia no one idea can enter his braio, 
how barren soever, but a magazine of conceptions and 
conclusiona may be drawn forth from ll — — Didat thou 
ever see a white bear :? cried my father, turning his head 
round to Triirif who stood at the back of his chair : — 
No> an' please your honour, replied the corporal.' ' 
But thou coulijst discourse about one, Trim^ said my 

father, in case of need ? How is it possible, brother, 

q^uoth my Encle Toiy, if the corporal never saw one ? 
' Tis the fact I want, replied my father, — and the 
possibility of it is as foiJows. 

A wttrTE BEAK ! Very well. Ha ire I eser seen one? 
Might I ever have seen one ? Am I ever to see one ? 
Ou^ht I ever to have seen oae.^ Or can I ever see 
one? 
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Would I bad seeo a white bear I (for bow can I 
imagine it i) 

If I shoold see a white bear^ what should I say? 
If I should aever see a white bear, what then ! 

If I never have, can, muat, or shall see a white bear 
alive ; have I ever seen the skin of one ? Did I ever 
see one panted ?— described i Have I never dreamed 
of one i 

Did my &thier, mother, uacle, aunt, brothers or 
sisters, ever see a white bear ? What would they give i 
How would they behave ? How would the white bear 
have behaved? Is he wild? Tame? Terrible? 
Rough ? Smooth i 

— Is the white bear worth seeing ?— 

— Is there no un in it i — 

la it better than a buick cms i 



BOOK VI. 



CMHter I 

\ 7l TE'LL not stop two momenta, my dear 

y y Sir* — only, as we have go: through 
these five volumes,* (do. Sir, ait down 

Upon a Bet they are better than nothing) let iis 

just look back upon the coiintry we have pass'd 
through. 

^What a wilderness has it been ! and what a 

mercy that we have not both of us been loac^ or 
devoured by wild beasts in it I 

Did you think the world iteelfj Sir, had contained 

such a number of Jack Asses ? How they view'd 

aod review'd us as we passed over the rivulet at the 

bottom of that little valley ! and when we climbed 

over that hill, and were just getting out of sight — ^good 
God ! what a braying did they all set up together ! 

Prithee, shepherd! who keeps all those Jack 

Aaaes ? • • * 

HeaveD be their comforter What! are 

they never curried^ Are they ocser taken in in 

winter ^.^ Bray bray — .bray. Bray on, — the world 

is deeply your debtor ; louder still — that's nothlfig : 

— in good aooth, you are ill-used:— —Was I a Jack 

" In ttB first edition, the skih vgimne began with this 
chapter. 
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Asse, I sglemnly declare, I wouM Smy ip G-fol-re-ut 
from morning, eves onto night. 



WHEN ray father had danced liia white bear 
back\Afariis and forwards through half a. 
dozen pages, he closed the book for good 
an' all, — aod in a kind of triumph redelivered it into 
Trim's hajid, with a aod to lay it upon the 'scrutoiire, 
where he found it. ■Tristram, said he, shall be 

made to conjugate every word ill the dictionary, back- 

warda and forwards the same way ; every word, 

Tsrkk, by thia means, you see, is converted ioto a 
thesis or an hypothesis ; — every thesis and hypothesis 
have an offspring of propositions;— ^nd each proposi- 
tion has its owD consequences and concliisions ; every 
one of which leads the mind on again, into frt^h tracks 
of enquiries and doubtings.-- — ^The force of this engine, 
added my father, is incredible in opening a child's 

head. -'Tis enough, brother Shmdy, cried my uncie 

Tsby, to burst it into a thoxisand splinters, 

I presume, said Torici, Bmiling,^t must be owing 

to this, (for let iogiciana say what they will, it ia 

not to be accounted for sufficiently from the bare use 

of the ten predicaments) That the famous Fin~ 

cent Qvrrino, amongst the many other astoalshiiig feats 
of his chiidhood, of which the Cardinal Bsmho has 
given the world so exact a story, — should be able to 
paste up in the public sehools at Rome, so early aa 
ui the ei;j<hth year of his age, no less than four thou- 
8a.nd five hundred and fifty different theses, upon the 
most abstruse points of the most abstruse theology; 
— and to defend and maintain them in such aorc, as 
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to cramp and dumbfownd liis flppopents. What is 

that, cried my father, w what is told us of Alphomiu 
Tojtatuf, who, alniQHt in bis nurse'e arms, learoed aJJ 
the sciences and liberal arta without being taught any 

one of tlieni ? -What shaJ] we say of the great 

Piaritkitti P — That'a the very man, cried my uncle 
Toby, I once told yau of, brother Shani/y, who walked 
a nialter of live hundred mileB, reckoaing from Parts 
lo Sheviiag, and from Shelling back again, merely to 

see Slevinui's flying chariot. He was a. very great 

man ! added my uncle Tofy (meaning Slev'iaui) — He 
was so, brother Toby, said my father (meaning Piert-' 

skius^ and had multiplied his ideas ao ^st, and 

increased his knowledge to such a prodigious stock, 
that, if we may give credit to an anecJoie concerning 
hiRij which we cannot withhold here, without shakisg 
the authority of all anecdotes whatever — at aeveo years 
of Bge, his father committed entirely to his care the 
education of his younger brodieff a boy oF five years 

old, — with the aole management of all his concerns 

Was the iather as wise as tlie son ? quoth my uncle 
Toby : — I should think not, said 2'orict : — But what 
are theae, continued my father — (breaking out in a 
kind of enthusiasm ) — what are these, to those prodigiea 
of childhood in Grotiuj, Scsopfiius, He'mnut, Politioji, 
Pascal f Joieph Scaligcr, Perdinana de Cordotit, and 
others — some of which left off their lubiiartt'ial forms 
at nine yeara old, or sooner, and went on reasoning 
without them ; — others went through their classici at 
eeven ;-*'Wrote tragedies at eight ; — Ferdinand de 
Cord^xi? was bo wise at nine, — 'twaa thought the Devil 
wa» in him; — and at Venice gave such proofs of his 
knowledge and goodness, tha.t the monksi imaglnpd he 

was ^nlkhrijt, or nothing. Others were masters of 

founeen lang.uageB at ten, — finished the course of their 
rhetoric, poetry, logic, and ethics, at eleven, — put 
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forth th«ir cchinmentaries upon Serviat and Martionus 
CapeUa at twelve,^ — aod at thirteen received their 
degrees in philoaophyj lawsj and diviniity ; But you 

» forget the great Lipsiust quoth Torict^ who composed 
a work * the day he was born : ^They should have 

wiped it up, said my uncle Tobyj and said no more 
about it. 

■ "\ A 7 HEN the cataplasm was ready, a scruple of 
I V V Jf<:orum had unseasonably rose up- in Susan'- 
I aah's cotiscience, about holding the casdle, 

■ whilst Slop tied it on i Slop had not treated Susanaah'i 
distemper wich aDodynes, — :ind so a quarrel had easued 

t betwixt them. 
Oh ! oil 1 said Slop, casting a glance of 

undue frecdam ia Susannah's face, as she declined the 

office ;= then, I think I know you, madam You. 

know [lie, Sir ! cried Susannah fastidiously, and with a. 
X0S9 of her head, levellEd evidently, not a.t his profession, 

tbut at the doctor himself, you know me ! cried 
Suiamiah again. Doctor Slop clapped his fioger and 

his thumb iustantly upga his nostrils ; Susannah' t 

splcea was ready to burst at it; 'Tis false, said 

Suiannalf. — Come, corae, Mrs Modesty, said Slop, aot 

3. little elated with the aucccsa of his last thrust, If 

you won't hold the candle, and look. — you may hold 

* Nous Rurions (juelque interet, says Bailkt, de motiirer qu'il 
n* a. rien de ridicule s'll ^toil veritable, au moins Anns, le stas 
finigmacique que JViiritts ErythrtEits ei tache de lui donner. CM 
auteuT dii que pour comprendre comme Lipse. U a pO oaioposer 
(Ui ouvrage k piemier joui de sa vie, U feiuc s'imaeiner, qua ce 
premiErJour n'^st piis celui de sa. uaissuce charuelle, m^isceluj 
HU quel Lla commence d'user de laraison; it veut que 9'a,it ^tS 4. 
I'Sge de ntuf'ixis ; et il uous veuL penuadei que ce fill en eel Age, 
que Lip!( fit un- potme. Le tyur est ingS'tiieui, £c && 
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it and etut your eyes : — That's one of your popUh 
shifts, cried Satanrsah T- — 'Tis better, said Slop, ■with a 

nodj thap CO fihift at all, young woman;— 1 defy 

you, Sir, cried Susannah, pulling her shift sl-eeve below 
her dbqw. 

It was slmost imposaible for two persoDs to assist 
each other io a surgical case with n more apleoetlc 
cordiality. 

Slc^ snatched up the cataplasm, Sttsanna. 

Bnatched up the candle j a litde this way, said Slop ; 

Suiannab looking one way, and rowing aDodier, instantly 
set fire to Slop's wigf which being somewhat bushy and 
unctuous withal, was burnt out before it was well 

kindled. You inmpudeDt whore! cried Slop, — 

(for what Is passian, but a wild beast?) — you impudent 
whore, cried Slop, getting upright, with ilie cataplasm 

io hifl hand \ 1 never was the deatruction of any 

body's nose, said Susannah, — which is nioi'e than you 

can eay ; Is it ^ cried Slop, throwing the cataplasm 

in her face ;— — -Yes, it is, cried Stisannab^ reCuming 
the compliment with what was left in ihe pan. 



* 
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CUpttT in. 

DOCTOR Slop and Susaniwh filed crosa-billa 
BgainGt each other in the parlour ; which done, 
Z3 the cataplasm had Mled, they retired into the 
kitchen to prepai'e a fomeiitadoD for me ; — and whilst 
that was doing, my father determiaed the point as you 
will read. 
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YOU see 'tis high time, said my father, addi'eaAing 
himself ec[ua!Iy to my uncle Teiy and Toriet, 
w take this young creature out of these women's 
handsj and put him into those of a private governor. 
Mareuj j^tUaniaai provided fourteen governors all at 
once to Buperinceod his son CammoduJ s education,— 
and in six weeks he cashiered five of themj — -I know 
very well, continued my father, that CafnjttaJuj's mother 
was in love with a gladiator at the time of her conception, 
which accoimia for a great many of Cammoiiiti* s cnieldea 
when he became emperor ; — hut Btill I am of opinion, 
that those five 'ii'^cmAnloaitius diBmiased,did CommoJu/s 
temper, in that short time, more hurt than the other 
nine were able to rectify aEl their lives long. 

Now as I consider ihe person who is to be about my 
son, as the mirror in which he is to view himself from 
morning to night, and by which he la to adjust his Jooks, 
his carriage, and perhaps the inmost sentiments of his 
heart ; — I would have One, Torick, if possible, polished 

at all points, fit for my child to look into. This lb 

very good sense, quOth my uncle loliy to himself. 

.There is, eominyed my fatherj a certain mien 

aud motion gf the body aod all its parts, both in acting 
and speaking, which argues a man well wilhin ; and I 
am not at all surprised thai Gregory of Nazianvim, upon 
obserping the hasty ajid untoward gestures of Julian, 
should fqretel he would one day become an apostate ; 
or that St Amhrost should turn his Amanumsh 
out of doors, because of an indecent motion of his head, 

which w-ent backwards and forwards like a fiail ; 

or that Democrhat should conceive Praiagorar to be a 
scholar, from seeing him bind up a faggot, and thrueting, 
as he did it, the Email twigs inwards. There are 
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s. thousand unDoticcd openinga, coDtiDucd my father, 
which let a penetrating eye at ODce iato a man's soul; 
and I maiatain it, added he, that a man of eense does 
not lay dowD his hat in coming into a room, — or take 
it up in going out of it, but something -escapes, which 
discovers him. 

It is for these reaaoi^B, continued my father, that the 
governor I make choice of shall neither * itap, or squint, 

or wink, or talk loudj or look fierce, or foolish i— or 

btfe hia hps, or grind his teeth, or speak through his 
nose, or pick it, or blow it with his fingers. 

He shall neither walk fast, — or slow, or fold hia 



arms, — for that is lazineae;— or hang them down, — 
for that is folly J or hide them in hia pocket, for that 
IB nonsense. 

He aha!] neither strike, or pinch, or tickle,-— or bitt, 
or cut hia iiaila, or hawk, or spit, or anift, or drum with 
hia feet or fitigers in company ;—— nor [according to 
Erasmus) ahall he speak to any one in making water, — 
nor shall he point to carrion or excrement— Now 
tliis is all nonsense again, quoth my uncle Tohy to him- 
self. 

I will have him, continued ray father, chearfal, facece, 
jovial ; at the aame dine, prudent, attentive to business, 
Tigilant, acute, argute, inventiye, quick in resolving 
doubts and speculative questions ;■ he ahall he wise, 

and judicious, and learned ; And why not humble, 

and moderate, and gentle -tempered, and good ? said 

Torifk ■■ And why not, cried my uncle Toby, free, 

and generous-) and bounriful, and brave ? He shall, 

my dear Toly, replied my father, getting up and ahaJting 
him by hia hand. — Then, brother Shandy, answered my 
unele Tohy, raising himsejf off the chair, and laying 
down his pipe to take hold of my father's other hand, 
— I humbly beg I may recommend poor Xr Ftver'i 
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ran to you; — ■ — a tear of joy of the first water sparkled 
in my uncle Toby's eye, and another, the fellow to it, 

in the coqjoral'e, as the pcopoeition was made ;- you 

will see why whea you read Lt Ftve/t story : -fool 

that I was! nor can 1 recollect (nor perhaps you) 
without turning back to the place, what it waa that 
hindered ttic from letting the corporal tell it in his own 
words i^but the occaaion is loac, — I must tell it sow 
in my own. 



•v^ 



C(ia]ittr bi. 

THE STORY OF LE FEVER. 

IT was Bome time in the summer of that year in which 
Dendermond waa taken by the allicji, — which was 
sbout seven years before my father came into the 
coi^Dtryi- — axA about as many, after the time, that tny 
uncle Tohj and Trim had prirately decamped from my 
father's house in town, in oj-der to lay some of the finest 

sieges to some of the finest foriiJicd citiea in Europe 

when ray uficle Tahy was one eyetling getting his supper, 
with 'Trim sitting behind hirtl at iL smnJl sideboard,'^! 
Bay> flitting — ^for in consideration of the c^irporal'? lame 
knee f which sometimes gave him exquisite paml — when 
my uDcJe Toby dined or supped sJone, he would never 
Buffer the corpora] to stand ; and the poor fellow's 
Teneration for his master was such, that, with a proper 
artillery, my uncle Tvly could have taken DendermonJ 
itielf, with less trouble than he w^s able to gain this 
point over lum 1 for many a time when my uncle Toby 
■upposed the corporal's leg W4s at rest, he would look 
back, and detect him standing behind him with the most 
dutiful respect : this bred more little squabbles betwixt V 
them, than all other causes for five-and- twenty years v 
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together — But this ia neither here nor there — why do 

I mention it? A&k my pen, — -it goveros mc, — I 

govern uot it. 

He was one evening sitting thus at his supper, when 
the kndJord o( a little inn in the village came iDto the 
parlour^ with an enipty phial in his hand, to beg a gla&a 
or two of sack ; 'Tia for a poor gentleman, — I think, 
of the srmy, said the landloid, who has been ta.tLen til 
at my hou&e four days ago, and has never held up hia 
hesd since, or had a desire to tiiste any thiEg, till just cow, 
that be has a fancy for a gla^a of sack and a thin toast, 

/ rAf'ni, says he, taking his hand from his forehead, 

it would comfort me,- 



-If I could neither beg, borrow, or buy such a 
thing — addi:d the landlord, — I wodd almost steal ic 

for the- poor gentleman, he is so ill. 1 hope in 

God he will atill mend, continued he,^we are all of 
US concerned for him. 

Thou art a good-ntiturcd soiil, I will answer for 
thee, cried my uncle Toby - and thou &halt drink the 
poor gentleman's health in a glass ai sack thyself, — 
and take a couple of bottles with my service, and tell 
him he is heartily welcome to them, and to a dozen 
more if they wiSl do him good. 

Though I am persuaded, said my uncle Tohy, as the 
landlord shut the door, he is a very coirtfiassionatc 
fellow— TWrn,' — yet I cannot help entertaining a high 
opinion of his guest too ; there must be something 
more than tOmdlOn in hml, that in ao short a time 
should win sO raucb upfm the affections ol his host ; 

And of his whole family, added the COrjwral, for 

they are all Concerned lor hin]. =Step after hem, 

said my uncle 1''oby,—AOf Trf'wi,^— and ask if he knows 
his name. 

1 have cjuite forgot it truly, said the landlord, 

coming back into the parlour with the corporal, — but 
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I caa ask his son again: Has he a son with him 

then? Enid my uncle Tvly. — A boy, repJied the land- 
lord, of about eleveo or twelve years oc age ; — but the 
poor creature has tasted almost as Ittde as his Tather; 
he does nothing but roouro and lament for him night 

and day \-~ He has not stirred from the bed-side 

these two days. 

My uncle Tuly laid down his knife snd fork, and 
thrust his plate from before him, as the landlord gave 
him the account ; and Trf'ni, without being ordered, took 
away, without saying one word, and in a few minutes 
after brought him his pipe and tobacco. 

Stay in the room a little, said ray uncle TzAy. 

Trim t said my uncle Tohjf after he lighted his 

pipe, and smoak'd about a dozen whiffa. Trim 

came in front of his master, and made his bow; — my 
iiDcle Tohy smoak'd on, and said no more, -Cor- 
poral ! said my uncle Tohy tlie corporAE made iiis 

bow*- My uncle T&h^ proceeded no farthefj but 

finished his pipe. 

Tr'mi f eaid my uncle 7oij>, I have a project in my 
head, as ic is a bad night, of wrapping myself up warm 
in my roquelaure, and paying a visit to thia poor 

gentleman. Your honour's roquelaure, replied the 

corporal, has not once been had on, since the night 
before your honour received your wound, when we 
mounted guard in tlie trenches before the gate of St 

Nichoh-t i and besides, it is so cold and rainy a 

night, that what with the roquelaure, and what with 
the weather, *twill be enough to give your honour your 
deathj and bring on your honour's torment in your 
groin. I fear bo, replied my uncle Toby ,- but I am 
not it rest in my itiind^ Trim, since the account the 

landlord has giseo me. 1 wish I had not kaown 

80 much of this afFklr, — added my uncle Toby, — or 
that 1 had Itnown more of it : How shall we 



y/ 



iia 



THE LIFE AKD OPINIONS 



manage hi Leave it^ an't please your honour, to me, 

quoth the corponil ; I'll take my hat and stick aod 

go to the house and reconnoitre, and act accordingly ; 
aod I will briog your honour a fu!! accounE in an hour. 

Thou fihalt gOf Trim, eaid my uncle Teiy, and 

here's a shilling for thee to drink with his servant. 

I shall get it all out of him, siiid the corporal, shuttiog 
the door. 

My uncle Toby filled his eecond pipe; and had it 
not been, that he now and then wandered from the 
point, with considering whether it was not full as veil 
to have the curt;iin of the tenaiUie a straight line, as 
a crooked one, — he might be said to have thought 
of nothing else hut poor Le Fever and hia boy 
whole time he emoskcd it. 



THE STORY OF LE FEVER CONTINITED. 

IT was -not till my uncle Toiy had knocked the- 
ashes out of hia third pipe, that corporal Trim 
returned from the Iod, arid gave him the following 
account. 

I deSDsiired, at first, said the corporal, of being able 
to bring back your honour any kind oF intelligence 
concerning the poor sick lieutenant — Is he in the 

army, then? said my unde Toty He is, said the 

corporal And in what regiment? said my uncle 

Taiy I'll tell your honour, replied the corporal, 

every thing straight forwards, as I learnt It, — Then, 
Trim, I'll fill another pipe, said ray uncle Toly, and 
rot interrupt thee till thou haat done; so sit down at 
ihy ease. Trim, in the window-scat, and begto thy 
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Btory again. The corporal made his old bowj which 

generally apokc as ptaio ^b a bow could speak it — Tour 

honour ii good : And having done that, he sat down, 

ss he wa^ ordered, — and begun the story to my uDcle 
Toiy over again in pretty ne'iir the Game word:^. 

I despaired at first, said the corporal, of beiog able 
to bring back any intelligence to your honour, abour 
the lieiitenact and his son ; for when I asked where 
his servant waa, from whom I made myaelf sure of 
knowiTig every thin^ which waa proper to be asked, — ^ 
That^fl a right distinction, Trim, said ray uncle Ta6y — 
I was answered, an' please your honour, that he had no 

servant with him { that he had come to the inn with 

hired horsea^ which, upon finding himself unable to pro- 
ceed (to join, I suppose, the regiment), he haddiamiaaed 
the moroing after he came. — If I get better, ray dear, 
said he, as he gave his purse to his son to pay the 

man, — we can hire horses from hence. But alas ! the 

poor gentleman will never get from hence, said the 
landlady to niej — for I heard the death-watch all night 

long J and when he dies, the youth, hia son, will 

certainly die with him ; for he is broken-hearted already-. 

I waa hearing this account, continued the corporal, 
when the youth came into the kitchen, to order the 

thin toast the landlord spoke of; but I will do it 

for my father myself, said the youth. Pray let me 

save you th? trouble, young gendeman, said I, taking 
up a fork {qi tlie purpose, and offering hini my chair 

to sit down upon by the fire, whilst I did iu 1 y 

believe. Sir, said he, very modesdy, I cau please him 

best myself. 1 aip siirc, said I, his honour will not 

like the toast the worse for being toasted by an old 
soldier.— ^^Xhe youth took hold of my hand, and ia- 

atantly burst into tears,— 'Poor youth ! said my uncle 

T^i^jr,— he has been bred up from an infant in the 
army, and the nacne of s soldier, Tnm, sounded in 
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-I DCTcr, in the loogot nBrct, said the coqjoral, 
had so grcai a aaiad to my diimer, m I had to cry wiib 

him for company : — ^Whai could be the matjer with 
me, aa' please your honour? Nothing ia tbe woild, 
Trintt said my unde Tal^, blowiDg hi^ Qose^ — but. diat 
thou art a gcMd-naturrd teUov. 

When I gaie him the toast, {ZODtiuuied the corporal, 
I tboaghc it wu proper to tell him I w^a captatu 
Shamfy't terrant, aoA that youi honour (diougb a 
atranger] \i'aa exEremdy couconed for bis father; — 
and ^t If there was any thing in your houae or cellar 

(And thou might'st have added iny purse too, 

said my uncle ToSy) he waa heartily welcome to 

it; He made a very low bow (which was meant to 

your hoaour), but no answer — for his heart was full — 
BO he veal up GtaiTE with the toast ; — I warrant you, 
my dear, said I, as I opened the kitchea-door, your 

father will be well again. Mr T'orui't curate waa 

Bmoaking a pipe by the kitchen £re, — but said sot a 

word good or bad to comfort the youih. 1 thought 

it wrong ; added the corporal 1 think so too, 

my uncJe Toiy. 

When the lieutenant had taken hia glass of sack and 
toast, he ft-h himself a little revived, and sent down 
into the kitchcD, to let me know, that in about ten 
mtDutes he should be glad if I would step up atairs.- 
I believe, said the kadlord, be is going to say 
prayers,^ — — -for there waa a book laid upon the 
by hia bed-side, and as I shut the door, I saw his son 
take up a cushion. 

I thought, said the curate, that you gendecnea of i 
army, Mr Trimj never said your prayers at all.— 
lieard the poor gentleman say hia prayers last n 
laid the landlady, very devoutly, and with my own 



OF TRISTRAM SHANDV. 



325 



I 



or I could not have beliered it. Arc you sure of 

it^ replied the curate, A eoldier, an' please your 

reverence, aaid I, pnya ae often (of his own accord) 

as 3 parson ; and when he is fighting for his king, 

and for hia own life, and for hla honour too, he has 
the most reason to pray to God of any one in the whole 

world ^'Twas well said of thee, TWiWj said my 

uncle Toiy. But when a soldier, said T, an' pleaae 

your reverence, has been standing for twelve hours 
together in the trenches, up to his knees in cold water, 
— or engaged, said I, for months together in long and 
daogerous marches; — harassed, perhaps, in his rear 
to-day i — harassing others to-morrow ;— detached here j 
— countermanded there ; — resting this night out upon 
his arms; — beat up in hia atiirt the next; — benumbed 
in his joiota; — perhaps without straw in his tent to 
kneel on ; — must say his prayers ho-ui and tehrn he can. 
— I believe, said I, — for I was piqued, quoth the 
corporal, for the reputation of the army,^! believe, 
an' please your reverence, said T, that when a soldier 
gets time to pray, — he prays as heartily as a parson,^ ^ 

though not with all his fiias and hypocrisy. ^Thou 

shouldst not have said that, Trim, said my uncle To6y, 
— for God only knows who is a hypocrite, and who is ^ 

not : At the great and geaeral review of us all, 

corporal, at the day of judgment (and not till then) — • 
it will be seen who has done their duties in this world, 
— and who haa no:; aad we shAlI be advanced, Trim, 

accordingly. 1 hope we shall, said Trim, ^It is 

in the Scripture, said my uncle Teiy ; and I will $hew 
it thee to-morrow J— Id the mean time we may depend 
upon it. Trim, for our comfon, said my uncle Tohy, 
that God Almighty is so good and just a; governor of 
the world, that if we have but done our duties in it, — 
it wiil never be enquired into, whether we have done / 
them in a red coat or a black odc : 1 hope not, 
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S4id the corporal But go on. Trim, said my uncle 

Tvly, with ihj story. 

When I went up, cootinutd the coriwral, ioto the 
lieuienant'aroom, which I did not do Ulfllie expiration 
qf tlie ten minutes, — he was lying in his bed with his 
head raised upon his hand, with his elbow upon Ehe 
ptilow, and a clean white cambrick handkerchief beside 
It; — -The youth was just stooping down to lake up 
the cuahtaa. upon which I suppOEcd he bad been kneehng, 
— the book waa laid upon the bed, — and, as he rose, 
ID uking up the cushion with one hand, he reached out 

hia other to take it away at the same time. Let it 

i'€inaiii there, my dear, fiaid the lieutenant. 

He did not offer to Gpeak to nie, till I had walked 
up clofiB to hla bed-side: — If you are captain Shandy's 
Btrrant, said he, you must present my thanks to your 
master, with my liitle boy's ihanka along witH them, 
for hifi courtesy to me; — if he was of Lnten'i — said 
the lieutenant. — I told him your honour was — Then, 
said he, I served three campaigns with him in Flandtrt^ 
and remember him, — but 't:a most likely, as I had not 
the honouf of any scquaintance with him, that he knows 

nothing of me. You will tell him, however, that 

the person hia good-nature has laid under obligations to 
him, is one L^e Fever, a lieutenant in j^h^j'j— ^-Jjut 

he knows me Qot,^ — said he, A second tlmie, mUBiag ; 

possibly he may my story — added he — pray tell the 
captain, I was tlie ensign at Brcda^ whose wife waa 
most unfortunately killed with a musket-shot, as she 

lay in ray arsns id my tenL 1 remember the atory, 

an't please yoUf honour, said I, very well. Do you 

so? said he, wiping his eyes with his handkerchief, — 
thcB well may 1. — In saying this, he drew a Httte ring 
out of his bosom, which seemed tied with a black 
ribband about hia neck, and kias'd it twice— —Here, 
B'dljt Baid he, the hoy £cw across the room to the 
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bed-Eid<r,^-and Tailing down upon hi^ knc^t tool^ the 
ring In his hand, and (uBsed h (QO, — then kissed hi» 
fitCher, and. gat down upon, the hed and w^pt. 

I wish, said my nmcle To^y, with a deep sigh, — I 
wish, Trim, I was asleep. 

Your honoiirr replied tlie corporal, is too much con- 
cerned ; — shaJl I pour your honour out a glaaa of sack 
to your pipe I Do, Trim, said my uncle Toly, 

I remember, 33.id my uncle Toiy, sighing again, the 
fiiory of the ensign nnd hia wife, with a. circumetance 
his modesty omitted i — and particularly well that he, aa 
well as ehe, upon some account or other (I Forget what} 
was universally pitied by the whole regiment ; — but 
Jiniah the story thou art upon ; — 'Tia finished already, 
said the corporal, — for I could stay no longer, — so 
wished hia honour a good night j young Le Fever rose 
from off the bed, and aaw me to the bottom of the 
ataJTB; and aa we went down together, told me, they 
had come from Irehndf and were on their route to 

ioin the regiment in Flanden. But alas I said the 

corporal, — the lieutenant's last day's march ts over. — ' 
Then what is to become of his poor boyi cried my 
uncle Toby. 



dmiitei; biii. 

THB STORV OF LE FEVER CONTINUEDt 

IT waa to my uocJie Toby't eternal honouTi 
though I tell it only for the sake of those, who, 
when eoop'd in betwixt a natural and 3 positive lawj 
know not, for their souls, which way in the world to 

turn themselves That nofwithatanding thj uncle 

Toby was warmly engaged at that time in carrying on 
the siege of Drndtrmond, parallel with the allisB, who 
pressed theirs 00 so rigorously, that they scarce aliowed 







bun tinw to grt 

g9Te qp DemkrBKmd, tkcragh be h^d already made a 
lodgmeni upon the counterscarp ; — and beat his whole 
tboughu toward) tbe priTste distresEes at the inn t and 
except that he ordered the garden gate tO' be bolced 
up, by -which he might be said to have turned the siege 
(rf Datdtrmond into a blockade, — he left Dendermand 
to itself — to be relieved or not by the Freiuh king, as 
the Frmcb king thought good; and only considered 
how he hiioself should relieve the poor lieutenant and 
his son. 

That kind Being, who is a friend to the 

friecdless, shall recompence thee for this. 

Thou hast \eix this matter ^hort, said my uncle Toby 

to the corporal, as he was putting him to bed, and 

I will tell ihee in what, Trim. la the first place, 

when thou madest an offer of my aervicea to L,e Fevcr, 

as sickne&s and travelling are both expensive, and 

thou knowest he was but a poor lieutenant, with a son 
to subsist as well as himself out of his pay, — that thou 
didst not make an offer to him of my purse; hecausei 
had he stood in need, thou knowesf, Trim, he had been 

as welcome Co it as myseEf. Your honour knows, 

said the corporal, I had no orders j ^True, quoth 

my uncle Toby^ — thou didsE very right, Tr'na, && a 
soldier, — but ctrtilinly very wrong as a itian^ 

In the Becond place, for which. Indeed, thou hast the 

same excuse, continued my uncle Tohy, when thou 

ofFeredat him whatever was in my house, thou 

shouldst have offered him my house too : — - — A sick, 
brother officer should have the best quarters, Trim, and 
if we had him with us, — we could tend and look to 

him : Thou art an excellent nurse thyself, Trimy — 

and what with thy care of him, and the old woman's, 
and his boy's, and mine together, we might recruit him 
agai& at once, and set him upon his legs.- 
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— — —In a. fortnight or three weeks, added my iincle 

Tohy, Bmiling, he might march.^ He will never 

march; an' please your honour, in this world, said the 

corporal: Ho will march; said my uncle Tohy, 

rising up from the side of the bed, with one shoe off: 

An' please your honour, said the corporal, he will 

never march but to hia grave: He ahaJl march, 

cried my uncle Tohy, marching the foot which had a 
shoe on, though wiihom advancing aa inch, — he shall 

march to his regiment. He cannot Btand it, aaid the 

corporal j He shall be Eupported, said my uncle 

Tmy ; He'iJ drop at laat, said the corporal, and 

what will become of his boy ? He ahall not drop, 

said my uncle Tohy, firmly. A-well-o'day, — do 

what we can for him, said Trim, maintaining his point, 

— the poor sod will die : He shall not die, by G — , 

cried my uncle Tohy. 

— The ACCUSING SPIRIT, which flew up to heaveti^a 
chancery with the oath, btush'd as he gave it in ; — and 
the RECORDiKG ANGEL, as he wrote it down, dropp'd a 
tear upoQ the word, and blotted it out for ever. 



MY uncle Tahy wenc to his bureau, — put hia 
purae into hia hreeches pocket, and having 
ordered the corporal to go early in the 
morning for 2 physician, — he went to bed, and fell 

asleep. 
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THE STORY OF LB FEVER CONTINUED. 

THE sun looked bright the moraing aftert to every 
eye in the village but Le Fevrr'i and his afflicted 
sdh'b ; the hand of death preaa'd heavy upon his 

eye-hds, and hardly could the wheel at the cistern 

turn round its circle, — when my uncie Toiy, who had 
rose op an hour before hia wanted time, entered the 
lieutenant'e room, and withgut preface or apology, «at 
himaelf down upon the chair by the bed-aide, and, in- 
pendentJy of all modes and customs, opened the curtain 
in the manner an old friend and brother officer would 
have done it, and asked him how he did, — how he had 
rested in the night, — what was hta complaint, — where 

was hia pain, — and what he could do to help him : 

and without giving him time to answer any one of the 
enqusries, went on, and told him of the little plan which 
he had been concerting with the corporal the night 
before for him. 

You shall go home directly, Le Fever, eaid my 

uncle Toiy, to my hotiee, — and we'll send for a doctor 
to see whai'a the matter^ — and we'll have an apothecary, 

— and the corporal shall be your nurse ; and I'U be 

your servant, Le FfUfr. 

There was a frankness in my uncle ToSy, — not the 
effecf of familiarity, — but the caure of it, — which !et you 
at once iikto his soul, and ahewed you the goodness of 
his nature; to this, there was something in hiA looks, 
and voice, and manner, superadded, which eternally 
beckoned to the unfoituuace to come and take shelter 
under him ; so that before my uncle Toly had half 
finished the kind of^ra he was making to the father, 
had the sou insgnaibly pressed up close to hi? knecsi 
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and had uteo hold of th-e breast of his ccut, and waa 

pulling it towards him. 'The blood ind spirits of 

he Fruer, which were waxing cold and alow withia 
hinit and were retreating to their last citade-I, the heait — 
rallied back, — the film forsook hia eyes for a moment, 
— he looked up wishfully in my uncle Toby'i face, — 
then east a Jook upon hia boy, and that Ugamenlf 



fine as it was,— was never broken.- 

Natnre instantly ebb*d agaioj — the film returned to 

its place, —the pulse fluttered — —stapp'd went 

on throbb'd etopp'd a^n mored 

fltopp'd Ehall I go on ? No. 



I AM ao impatient to return to my own story, that 
what remains of young Lt Fever's, that is, from 
this turn of hia fortune, to the time my uncle 
Toiy recommended him for ray preceptor, shall be Cold 
in a very few words in the next chapter.^AIl that is 
necessary to be added to this chapter is as follows^ — 

That my uncle T^oby, with young X# Fc^er in hia 
hand, attended the poor lieutenant, as chief mourners, 
to his grave. 

That the gotfefnor of Dendrrrmmd paid his obsequies 
all military honours,— and that Toricif not to be be- 
hind-hand — paid him all ecclesiastic— for he buried 
him in his chancel : — ^And it appears likewise, he 
preached a fiineral sermon Over him I say it appears, 

• — for it Wa§ Torick's custom, which I suppose a 
general one with those of his profession, on the first 
leaf of every sermon which he composed, to chronicle 
down the time, the place, and the occasion of its being 
preached : to this, he was erer wont to add «onie ehort 
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commiect or stricture upoti the senuon its«ir, aeldom, 
indeed, much to its credit ; — For inBtance, ThU armon 
upon fbf Jewish dttpmiation — / don't Me it at all ; — 
Tinugi I own til/ere it a worlJ ef wATEit-L.&NDrsH 
JtnoKuIedge in if, — iut '/it af! triiical, and mott triiisaUy 

put together. Thit is but a JUmty iind of a com~ 

poitdoa s 'what 'o.'/u tn my head 'when I made it ? 

N. B. The excellmcy of this text it, that it "will 

ttiit any sermon f — aad of thii sermon, that it 'wili luit 

any text. 



-For thit termm I thall be hanged, — -Jor I have 
ttolea she greatest part of it. Doctor ¥mAa^\iS&fotmd 
me out. ^f Set a thief to catch a thief. 

On the back of half a dozen I find written. So, iOf 

and no more and upon a couple Moderato j by 

■whicht aa far as one may gather from Altier^i Italfan 
dictionary, — bat mosdy from the authority of a piece 
of green whipcord, which seemed to have been the 
unravelling of T'vricPs whip-lash, witli which he has 
left us die two Bermons marked MotJerota, and the 
half dozen of So, 10, tied faac together in one bundle 
by themselves,- — one may safely suppose he meant 
pretty near the same thing. 

There is but one difHcuky in the way of this con- 
jecture, which is this, that the moderaio's are five times 
better than the so, so's ; — show ten times more know- 
ledge of the human heart;— have seventy times more 
wit and spirit in tbcra; — (and, to rise properly in my 
climax) ^-discovered a thousand times more genius;^ 
and to crown all, are infiniteJy more entertaining than 
those tied up with them : — for which reason, whene'er 
Torici's dramatic sermons are offered to the world, 
though I shall admit but one out of the whole flumber 
of the j-o, j-d'j-, I shall, nevertheless, adventure tO print 
the two modtratd's without any flort of acmple- 

What Torick could mean by the words lentatnentt^ 
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— tauite^ — grave, — and somedmes luiagio, — as applied 
to iheologlral composiitiona, and with which he has 
characterised some of these Bcmions, I dare not venture 

to giiesa. 1 am mare puzzled sdll upon finding a 

Foctava alia / upon one ; Can str^ilo upon the 

back of another i Skiliana upon a third; Attn 

capella upon a fourth ; Csn far^o upon this j- 
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Sai^a farto upon that. All I know is, that they 

are mufiical terms, and have a meaning; and as he 

was a musical man, I will make no doubt, but that by 
some quaint application of such metaphors to the com- 
positions in hand, they impreBsed rery distinct ideas of 
their severa] characters upon hia fancy, — whatever they 
may do upon that of others. 

Amongst these, there is that particular aermon which 
has unaccountably ted me into this digre-ssion^^— The 
funeral sermon upon poor Xe Fever, wrote out very 
fairly, aa if from a hasty copy.— I take notice of it the 
more, because it seems to have been his favourite com- 
position It is upon mortality ; and is tied length- 
ways and cross-ways with a yarn thrum, and then 
rolled up and twisted round with a half-sheet of dirty 
blue paper, which aeems to have been once the cast 
qover of a general review, which to this day smells 

horribly of horse drugs, Whether these marks of 

humiliation were designed, — I something doubt ;- 



because at the end of the aennoa (and not at the be^ 
ginning of it) — very different irom his way of treating 

the rest, he had wrote 

Bravo '. 

Though not very offensively, for it is at 

two inches, at least, aud a ball's di&tance from, and 
below the concluding line of the sermon, at the very 
escremity of the page, and in that right hand corner of 
it, which, you know, is generally covered with your 
thumb ; and, to do it justice, il is wrow Resides with a 
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And twice he bid hia hand upon his groin, and hung 
down his head in sorrow and diaconaoJation, 

My uncle Toly took down the sword from the 
crook, where it had hung untouched ever since the 
lieutenant's death, and delivered it to the co'rporal 

to brighten up ; ^nd having detained Le Fever a 

BiTigle fortnight to equip him, and contract for hia 
passage to hegbom^ — he put the sword into his hand. 

If thou an brave, Le Fctser^ eaid my uncle T^oijf, 

thia wUI not fail thee, but Fortune, eaid he (muaing 

a. little), Fortune may And if she doesj — 

added my uncle Taiy, embracing him, come back again 
to me, Le Fma-f and we will eliape thee another 
cauree. J 

The greatest injury could not hsTe oppressed ihs 
heart of Le Fraer more than my uncle Tobys paternal 

kindae^ ; -he parted from my uncle Toby, as the 

beat of S0T13 from the best of fathers —both dropped 

tears and as my uncle Tahy gave him hia kst l^ss, 

he slipped sixty guineas^ tied up in an old purse of hii 
iather'a, ID which was his mother's ring, into his hand, 
— and bid God bless him. 
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